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supposedly based on *'historical connection’ with the ancient
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Zionists almost entirely in the rich plains. These never were
in possession of the ancient Jews, who dwelt in the hills,
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INTRODUCTION con'sj[antly' isiting it. These Zionists an'd their Bri'tish baqkers hold prqminent
] positions in Parliament, in the Press, in the social and in the professional ar
Though the world of talay, in these last months of 1938, has much for commercial spheres of our national life. So that from voices which are familiar
which to be ashamed, there is nothing in it so shameful as the conafition j, their varying degrees drrespected in their varying degrees the public has
Pales_tme. From e_nd to enq the Holy _Land has been running with bloodpnaard over and over everything that is to be said for political Zionism, for the
Evening after evening the voice of the wireless announcer has brought news @heory, that is, which establishes Jews by main force, not as a religious but as
another combat, another ambush, another assassination perhaps, on the %htical entity, in the Holy Land.
once pressed by the feet ofrish L Fromthe Arabs the British public has heard little, despite all the endeavours
Yet the more we are grieved by these events, the more it is incumbent Updhe Arabs themselves have made to present their cause. How could it
us to examine into the causes which have produced them. Political murder, iBtherwise? The lonely groups of men, whom their countrymen have sent s
particular, is a product of the extreme degrees of exasperation. Though nothingen to our shores to plead for themaye never obtained in the newspaper or
condones it, yetre it becomes common in any State something must have beeynon the platform one thousandth part of the space or of the time which the

thoroughly wrong with that State, and wrong for a considerable time, and alheeded to say all that they had to say. They had a great deal to say, becaust
reasonable means of procuring redress of what was wrong must have begn; me went on what i s cal Ime ihcreasmgly

found worthless. intricate.

Unhappily that is wh_at has occad in Palgspne_. The Arabs, the people of Any first-class political question grows intricate if it is left without an effort
that country, are suffering from a supreme injustice. We have abstracted from, solve it for a number of years. It grows particularly intricate when one of the
them the con'trol of their own despnle_s and by force of arms have |mposed UPOParties to the affair finds refuge in this passage of the y&sisg advantage of
them a multitude of undesired immigrants and an aliestesy of life. For ) the secondary issues naturally or artificially produced during them to clouc
twenty years now they have essayed every form of pacific appeal to have thigie main issue that was clear at the beginning. There becomes so much to sp
injustice remedied. Interviews and petitions, maetings, public  ahout, so much to controvert and so many falsely raised issues to patsae t
pronouncements, protests to the League of Nations, repeated embassies, ot deal of time and of space presently would be needed by the other party
England, allhaveleen t ried. All of them have sd@npist fhis. BN tilne and 'sYace 6k Vsbich tahsBale hav héeR qui
petitions not been granted, but of what was fundamental in them Cons'derat'oﬂnprocurable. To give the full Arab case the newspapers of Britain would havi
itself has been refused. They have never been allowed to place their full casg,q to turn themselves tn political documents dealing with the Levant.
before any national or international @b in the world, with a right to win a Anybody can see that was impossible.
verdict upon the facts. _ _ So that the Arab delegates who came to England never had a chance

A principal reason for this is thgagiytdddarythir bdt énfolinter the S8k Fdll Br&niniidli& obbtihaRyP 8
remained unheard before the court of public opinion. If they had won their suit4qress a few drawirgom and Rotary Club meetings and to have inadequate

there, a just settlement would leabeen imposed elsewhere. But the Arabs namphets distributed here and there. The situation therefore was that while tt

have never been able to make their full case known to the public, especially igjish public was bound to hear a good deal, relatively, about the Palestin

Great Britain, where it was so important that it should have been known. Question from Ministers and Zionists andeithsupporters, it heard, to all
The aim of the present book is to give this case as amplysagfo It is a intents, nothing from the Arabs.

history of what really happened in Palestine and of what was done concerning Now we come to those from whom the public should have heard, in

Palestine from the days of the War till now. principle, something at some |l engt|

That the book comes after such a long time, at what seems such a late stag§me to British sympathizers with the Arabs. Bete it is that the handicap
of the conflict, is not because of any @ent or any remissness. It is because of upon the Arab cause is perceived even more distinctly.

the primary handicap upon the Arabs and their defenders. The Arabs of \ye who sympathize actively with the Arabs are a small group, a pitifully

Palestine are a small body, living far from this country and having pedforce gmq group. We are bound to be a small group because knowledge of the Ar:

since they are Aralisnone of their race in positions of influenae Great  45e “knowledge of th&ue facts concerning Palestine, was never to be
Britain. On the other hand, their opponents in the matter have been constltute‘gcquired easily and ordinarily in England.

by a series of British Governments themselves and by the extremely influential |, required special knowledge to be a champion of the Arab cause. Thi
members of the Zionist organizations, who either live in this country or areknowledge in general was only to be gained in Palestine itself, or by clost
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acquaintance wlit others who had been in Palestine, or through the study ofwi t hdr ew from the Arabs the Arabsdé
evidence which practically remained private. native | and. They broke Britainéds

So that we who were cognizant of the facts were necessarily few inPalestine they gerrymandered as far as they could the Covenant of the Leag
numbers. We were a few-awldiers, some former officers and functionaries of of Nations, and where they could gerrymander it no further they broke it. They
the Administration in Palestiriea fact which had its significanéesome falsified the Mandate.
dwellers in that country, some missionaries and teachers there, one or two Later Governments have been less guilty. But they have committed thei
journalists whose eyes had been opened there. Against us stood th®wvn sins of omission by not reconsidering the acts of their predecessors, and |
Government of Great Britain and the Zionist stiei&e with their ramifications continuingwith a policy into the antecedents of which they have not inquired.
throughout the universe. Against us stood the wealth used to spread the These charges have to be made. The evidence which justifies ther
Governmental and the Zionist case. In comparison with this the Arabs wer@accompanies them. But it is painful to be obliged to make them, in particula
paupers, and we few who knew the justice of the Arab cause had to suffer alinder the actual circumstances of the woldwvould be very shorsighted,
theimpediments and heaped obstacles of their and of our own poverty in tryingnowever, at the present juncture to reason that this was not the moment
to reveal it. weaken our national prestige by disclosing the misdeeds of some of our rulers.

In consequence, though this book is as full as | can make it, it is not quite as The position is just the reverse. If in this hour free instituticesirdeed
full as it might be and as it should be. There is for example a great deal whicihmperilled, then there is nothing better than to give evidence of what free
shoud be divulged about the way in which political Zionism came to be institutions allow and autocratic institutions forbid, that is, the right of the
espoused and the Arab case came to be put aside by the Government of tinelividual to arraign any Government for its improper employment of power.
United States at the time of the Peace Conference. | was offered opportunitidsowever distagful too in one respect it may be to speak out, in every other
for investigation into this, what appred to be singular opportunities, but | respect, and in the overriding respect, not to speak out would be to miss
could not avail myself of them because | had not the money to go to the Unitedapital opportunity. Something more than an opportunity indeed is offered. It i
States and to stay there the length of time which would have been necessagy privilege of ours talay, which ve share with few, that in a Europe muzzled
For the same reasons | could not even return to Paléstioee | began writing with selfconceit we in England still can tell the truth about ourselves. Only as
and then go on to Irak, though it can be imagined how much there is in thabng as we tell it are we free. It is the proof itself of liberty. When we leave the
guarter still waiting to be investigated and to be read. telling of it to the foreigner our day will bever.

It is not usual perhaps to mention personal affairs of this sort, but here they Besides, this Palestine question tarnishes every effort of Britain for good ir
must be mentioned bause of their political importance. We who are on the other directions. The British public is not aware how much our doings in
side of the Arabs are a group with a good deal of special knowledge, buPalestine are discussed in other lands, and what a savour of hypocrisy th
without the funds to use it and to diffuse it as we should wish. In that we differconvey to our most geiine impulses. How can we raise our voice in protest at
from our opponents, who when the spreadinthefr gospel is concerned, can the concentratiowamps of Prussia when in Palestine we maintain our own?
talk in tens of thousands of pounds and in hundreds of thousands of dollars. How can we denounce the expulsion of Jews by Germans when with equi

By a natural sequence too we who should have wished to plead the cause afbitrariness we impose Jews upon Arabs? How can weatavien being kept
the Arabs have been as much without time to do so as we have been withoint prison without trial, when we too have exiled, imprisoned and proscribed
funds. We have had no leisure: we have had our livings to make. That is whyithout trial?
this book, which has demanded an entire seclusion in the subject and the The excuse that in our case it is different, that we do what we do regretfully
abandonment of every other interest, has not appeared before. It was producerthe interests of the Mandate which it is our duty to the wortdhrry out, is a
as soon as the bare possibibf producing it existed. sham excuse. We ourselves arranged for our Mandate, we and our friends ga

. * * N * it to ourselves, we and our accomplices in the Zionist policy composed its ven

Some other points need to be prefaced here. Readers will see that | have &8{nHW(S)’WWt'Lg:hﬁaioﬁoi'éntﬁézrggrrcml? fg:ﬂf’?;'%i?%fgg ' It is quite possible |
dealt tenderly with certain statesmen and certain Governments of ours. There is ' 4 P

no reason, (o my mindof euphenism, for saying that these men and thesey T PP TR T AN RS T RN P TR B e T S e
Cabinets were mistaken or-ddvised or pursued mere erroneous policy in y ’ P

Palestine, or foolishly accepted an unworkable Mandate. They did nothing oﬁre;g;alhi:rob%zgs ?Lﬁ?g ia;drf)%q?rquiggawhyicis t?\zrs”gﬁgs't;nh;ﬁgg t?oe th
the kind. They pursued a policy involving fraud and idgtfThey tyrannously ' 9 9
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oppressors of the Jews elsewhere as the oppression by them and for themyiears ago, even then this publication of the real story of those past years wou
Palestine. be essential. Only thus couldréle things which call for demonstration be
. N . . . demonstrated,; t he need for rever s

As regards theubjectmatter of the book, there are some points to make. It demands; the guilt of those who have kept Palestine in misery for so long.

is a very long book, but it has to be long. Since the real history of Palestine for Especially must the Arabs have the justice of their cause meae there

ko decaces has been kept dden rom the publcs 1 1  sense necessif % 10 RN g upon Len, should o poper seleren be reache
here to recreate those lost twegsars, in as much of their detail as possible y y by 9 ’ 9

and with a little at least of the repetition of facts which occurred during thoset o them only for peaceos sake.

twenty years themselves. Half the facts | have to give have never been * * * * *

mentioned at all, many of the documents have never peeted. | have I think it is right that the public should know the names of some of those
therefore thought it necessary, for the sake of readers coming fresh to theho have kept the cause of the Arabs alive in Great Britain in the teeth o
subject, to make the more important points more than once. When it i®verwhelming opposition. Two motives have maintained their courage, wher
remembered how the Arabs have suffered from silence upon everythinghope seemed farthest away. One was #amall country should never be
occasional repetition ofosne points can hardly be grudged, and really is downtrodden if they could help it. The other was that their own country shoulc
desirable. be true to her vows and to herself.

The history of Palestine from the days of the War till now is sometimes, as| Some of them spoke forth in Parliament. Lord Islington, Lord Sydenham,
have said earlier, intricate. It ought not to be intricate, because it is only-the sd_ord Buckmaster, Lord Brentford, Lotcamington, Lord Templetowdh those
call ed fAPal est makesitiQtrcats, and the Ralestirte Question are names the Arabs will never forget. Nor will they forget Sir Ernest Bennett,
ought not to be in existence. There was no Palestine Question, nor ever wouMr. Somers Cocks, Sir Frank Sanderson, Colonel Howard Bury, Colonel
have been one, if certain statesmen had not created it. Since it was th@ifton Brown, Lord Winterton, Sir Arnold Wilson, and among younger
unnaturally created, however, it tends at times tocdatg. The meaning of  membeas of the Commons in more recent days, Mr. Anthony Crossley. These
phrases has to be considered closely then, or the map has to be closgigers and members of Parliament did not all advocate just the same policy
regarded. Palestine: there were differences of application amongst them. But they a

The men who created the Question, however, should not be able to escagtrove to present the Arab standpoifihe names of Lord Islington and Lord
being held to account by their agility in complicating our national books. If Sydenham will be particularly remembered for the force and the ability with
political personages can toy with treaties or wriggle out of pledges simplywhich they combated Governmental policy. Neither was in his youth then: bott
because the public will neither examine treaties nor analyse pledges, then theere already retired from posts of high honour in overseasnitmmsi and, in
public has abdicated its control over government. Lord Islingtondés <case, in a Cabine

% * * * * they refound their pri me. They fou

I , : like crusaders, and indeed the ranks they led are engaged in the last Crusade.

The bookdeals principally with the story of how Palestine was placed under . e - .
Mandatory government in order to e Attré\b 5 1© I_Sorﬁj Notrtt'hclgfe_ 'Sripﬁt”% %}he t?}Xt Ohl;d&'st bPQ&'nttlther%éem
which lated it was intended should become a Jewish State. It has been others whose names are not likely to come be ore the pUb!'C’ who have ta en
completed while the future policy of the Chanihim Government in Palestine great part in the defence of the Arabs. Every soul in Palestine knows what Mis

remains undefined. At the moment of revising it the Partition scheme inherite (raarmhc(;ensqé\lfe(ﬁ/tgg z]zsnaccgggbg\?er; %?]heal,fvﬁgtﬂgsla:: Iar: ‘gg'?nh tize dr;af‘gnrg:%(? t
from the previous Government has been dropped. But it covers any othe Yy | Y 9ag AN
scheme which may replace Partition. Any such scheme, which does no'é rab cause has owed something to her knowledge and to her inspiration. | a

; : . eeply in her debt. In Palestine her house upon Mount &asirin the eyes of
recogniz that we disregarded the rights of the Arabs and defaulted from outgge Arabs. the true Residence of old British tradition.

I n London the Arabsd defenders Kkr
Gone for many years by the late Miss Broadhurst and by Miss Farquharson,
the fANational efeaguever!| Btt hdiamesbd
ritish friends met and took counsel, learned of many a plan and an intrigue c
eir opponents which had not escaped the-eiglant eyes of their hostesses,
PALESTINE: THE REALITY 7

own engagements, and does not affirm that these rights henceforth shall
recognized and these engagements kept, will find its own condemnation in th
history detailed herein.

Even werethe present Cabinet to perceive the virtue of confession, to
reverse policy, and to start again in Palestine as we should have started twer}



and concerted resistance. It was the Arab fodt Arab embassy in one. Like demanding no special adtis for themselves at the expense of that native

others | always found there help, information, and enthusiasm, and great caugp®pulation. Since then their totals have increased sevenfold.

for gratitude. The additional three hundred and forty thousand and more, who hav
Another name | mention with respect and gratitude is that of Mrs. Steuarentered under our segis, have been brought in arbitrarily. To all intents th

Erskine, one of the first to come to the rescue of our camoanise with her Arabs have been tied by Great Britain to their doorposts while the Jew:

book Palestine of the Arabdts title was a lesson in itself in the days when it streamed past. Despite this, the Afals® regularly traduced as

was written. As Secretary of t he A AnreabonaBieare willegso fanto acéept ta caompramisS toncereirtg theniM it
has worked unremittingly. Coupled with her are Mrs. Stsangways, Mrs. would be well, incidentally, not to strain @wvstrained Arab patience any
Ceci Brooks, Miss Blyth and Mrs. Swinburne. further, and to take advantage of the willingness to compromise while it exists

In Palestine Mr. Nevill Barbour has used a very valuable pen, and | anFurther obduracy in meeting the just claims of the Arabs will only drive the
indebted for a quotation from him in this very Introduction. Mr. Ernest direction of their national movement into uncompromising hands.
Richmond and Mr. C. R. Ashbee, both of whom served under Administrations At present, however, they are willing to regard the great bulk of the
in Palestine, have written about that country in that particular direct andimmigrants as innocent and ignorant agents, who have come to Palestir
unsparing fashion which characterizes those who have had the closest inndrinking it was theirs, and they do not seek to expel them. The terms of th
acquaintance with the question. Professor Garstang of Liverpool Universityj mmi gr ant s 6 r e s i d ehutaslong asrtheyi are cdantent \eith
who has conducted remarkaldechaeological excavations in Palestine, has the common rights of inhabitants and do not demand extravagant privilege

compiled along with the Bishop of Chichester a very telling pamphlet. such as territoriality and exttarritoriality at once, they should be able to stay.
Above all there is Lawrencebds ol dTrhatnmeens that #00,000, prabably overe400,00, JewR &aledtire armd @nea b ¢
whose courteous and conciliatory manner, expressed in plans of hiooan f not likely to leave it unless of their own free will.
settlement, has never hidden his firm espousal of justice for the Arabs. This fact is of great significance if considered in conjunction with the
* . . * . prophecies of the Bible. These prophecies are very numerous, spread throu

many of the books of the Old Ttament. It will be enough to cite a couple of

A final point calls for introductory mention. It is one which in a sense lies characteristic passages. In the eleventh chanter of the Book of Isaiah we re:
outside the whole sphere of the present discussioichwheats of political ~ IC b ges. P ) N
And it shall come to pass in that

matters. It is a religious consideration. Since many persons however judge th . . .
subject of Zionism solely from this standpoint, it is proper that it should be second time to possess the remnant of His peoplehvehizll be left from the

considered Assyrians and from Egypt, and from Phetros and from Ethiopia and from Elan

Those Who take this view are moved by the fact that the refuite Jews and from Senaar and from Emath and from the islands of the sea. And He shx
to the Holy Land is an accomplishment of the prophecies of the Bible. Becausée;] u;:) Ia Istanda;dttohtr;ernatlfni ang tshr?llearsserrt]blkt\a éhe gjgilltl\sles g rlsrsazl 3
of this they feel that no opposition of any sort should be made to this return: In t hge Ehirti egt h chapter of P Deut e
They do not like to criticize or to hear it criticized in any fashion. bring back again thy captivity (i.e. reverse the situation of thy captivity) and

Most earnestlyl beg of any who entertain such opinions to consider more will have mercy orthee and gather thee again out of all the nations into which
carefully than they have done the attitude of those who defend the Arabsi;| y 9 €ag
e scattered thee before. If thou be driven as far as the poles of heaven the Lc

Hardly any of us, certainly not |, oppose the return of Jews to Palestine. Whaﬁ\y God will fetch thee back from thence. And will take thee unto Himself and

we resist is a very different thing, the mmer of their return and the extent of . . . .
their return. The manner has been illegal and arrogant, the extent excessive. bring thee into the Ie_md whichjiffathers possesse(_j, and thou shalt possess It,
In any event, the reinstallation of Jews in Palestine cannot be said to b nd bl es sing t hee He wi Il make thee

’ These prophecies ey are accomplished. The four hundred thousand

impeded or jeopardized by our actions, since the Jews haveeaettiere. . .
Everything calls for criticism in the whereabouts and style of their return, butlnmates of the Holy Land form a full remnant of the Jews in thedsahose

thai“is their responsipiiity. not CHIEISSCATEpE st fon e oo o
of the Great War there were some sixty thousand of them in residence, who h rist brings in the era of miracles and the Iimita.tions of our present hur%]ar
lived for the most part on terms of reasonable understanding, if not amity, with 9 p

the native population. Most of them were recent comers, who had entered tq%arth meltaway, the settlement of all the Jews in that small and often sterile

country in the proper way, under its common law, as pilgrims or as settlers,and would be quite impossible. Nor is there the slightest desire on the part c
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these millions to return. Out of three hundred thousand Jews, say, in Greatescribed as a full and sufficient Jewish return to Palestine in accordance wil
Britain, less than two thousdrhave gone back to Palestine. Those who have the prophecies of the Scriptures.

returned there are preeminently t he Whétuhg iAtabs\ae sesistiig ndasnothire |bat the deamant lofediveisd i
Judahd who have fled from those pa pdlitgallyenfinded secwap Zionistd that gewishhtaeals inaPalestind shpuid ebe
persecuted. extended by further additions. These additions, these increments to the exta

In addition to promise of restoration, thephecy of Deuteronomy declares Jewish population, vary with appetites from a few more huntlredsand to

that the restored Jews shall possess the land more numerously than their fathessveral millions. Dr. Weizmann proposes bringing another million and a hal
That too is accomplished, an accomplishment to which no attention at all hasto the country during the next twenty years. All this stuffing of repletion is

been drawn. justified by nothing in the Scriptures.
The size of the Jewish population when it was issgssion of parts of So much for those who deprecate defence oAtnea bs 6 r i ght s
Palestiné for it was never in possession of the whole of Paledticemnot of supposed fAinterferenced with the pr

course be computed exactly. Biblical critics unite in discrediting some of theremember. Under no circumstances can it be sustained that because of t
poetic totals which have been bequeathed to us by the remote Past. They spgakphecies of the Old Testament the Jews have a permit to return tenPalest
of the numbers given as incredi bl y arhbitsarly, andovmongfully eaftefi tbeomamer in eveich theinowrnr paceaatdeaders
figures even of Josephus. and certain British statesmen have forced entry for them. The standards
Sir George Adam Smith, whoddistorical Geography of the Holy Land moral conduct cannot be set aside. Those who would use the authority of tf
remains the classic work upon that country and has reached {inenty Bible in order to pgyetuate injustice in the Holy Land would provide an
editions, hasapplied himself however to the question of Jewish populationine x ampl e never before seen of Script
Old Testament days. In another authoritative book of Raesting after In fine, to suggest that the rights and the wrongs of the question between tf
deducing from the bawliefs of the Assyrians that the Jews deported to Arabs and the Zionists must not be taken intosteration because the Jews
Babylon were at the most 70,000 in numlsdter reminding his readers that are predestined to return to Palestine is equivalent to suspending right ar
some scores of thousands did not go into exile, and that during the long androng themselves. It is to imagine an impossible issue, to which, in order ft
prosperous reign of Manasseh the losses suffered under Sennacherib must hdwiéil the promises of God, the commandments of God do not apply.tdt is

been made good, he draws t hi s beffar n a makesm the inaarss iofsalvationfaideo cantavant €hristianiy eTihexefore it is
from the truth in estimating the Jewish nation at the end of the seventh centurgoctrine which no Christian for a moment should permit himself to entertain.
(before Christ) as comprising at |l east 250, 000 sSoufs.d THis gives a
average population upon which to calculate. | have thought it more convenient to refer thgbaut to persons by their

| f in deference to Radbaml S&ast hd s e gmore retehtlh kn@nwd designation when they have undergone a change of nan
added, which from the context is an exaggeration of this qualification, nonethé or exampl e, | have spoken of ALor.
less even then in all reasonableness the Jewlsaty i n  Pal e st ihewasMrrAeJ. BalfioorrOn the other hand, extremely recent changes of nan

numerous than their fathers, 0 lmend Wdet bewas dhapegaededn Hod yeampgl e,a
accomplished. There can be no question of the Arabs or of those who sustairord Samuel. Convenience has been studied: | have not followed any one rul

the Arabs6 rights impeding the f ul Ihguotatiensthave left n@amesms tbey Weeeqggiyen. si nce al r ea

been fulfilled. Names in brackets following quotations identify thriters.Z.0.R.stands
As Mr . Nevi || Bar bour poi n-tlag, asothet , forZidnisteOrganizaioniRespars i n Pal estine to

resut of fifty years of Zionist enterprise, a Jewish National Home, containing EasthayesCullompton,Devon. J.M.N.J.

some three hundred and fifty thousand souls [written in 1936], which fulfils the

purpose of a spiritual centre for Jewry. It is now possible for a Jew to be born in We may see that our national follies and

Palestine and ga through an allewish kindergarten, school and university sins have deserved punishment; and if in this

without ever speaking anything but Hebrew; to work on a Jewish farm or in a revelation of rottenness we cannot ourselves

Jewish factory; to live in an allewish city of 150,000 inhabitants; to read a appear wholly sound, weeastill free and true

Hebrew daily newspaper; to visit a Hefr theatre and to go for a holiday at heart, and can take hope in contritdon.

cruise on a steamer flying the Jewish f IReBBRTRRIDGENThesSpirihat Man. | t hink, f a
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CHAPTER | The reason for thus emphasizing thgg@ndisement of the tiny area of
Palestine is that there has been so much loose talk of settling therein gre
iFor what have you to do with me, O Thynbers & ihfhmigianhts Mhilions @ved hage beentplbgoset Caasettietnen? Whic
Phi 11 idsleeliinge s ? 0 could only be achieved if the country was turned into somethingolile of

In 1922 Lord Northcliffe, visiting Patine and perceiving the results of our those unnatural boxes in which expert nurserymen pack together seedlings f
government there, declared that we were making a second Ireland of th&@le, and if every man were as artificially planted as his soil would be
country. What happened in succeeding years, and even more what has bedificially tilled. _ _ _ _
happening of late, in 1937 and 1938, show that he spoke only tooAHullye Not only though is Palestine a tiny area, but it has never been a tru
mistakes and misdeeds which fed eternal discontent in Ireland and culminateddminstrative unit. Its uncertain boundaries are a proof of this. Its presen
in so much vain bloodshed and destruction there have been reproduced fiPrthern boundary is one contrived in 1921, as a sequel to an-Rragich
Palestine. It is almost as though the Irish precedent, far from being kept in mingonvention, of which railwayoutes formed the chief concern. This artificial
as a warning, lthbeen remembered as a valuable example of success, and wakontier, separating the tetory under British mandate from the territory under
being copied sedulously in every detail. French _mandate, for_ the first time enabled ca!culations to b_e made of the tot:

But if this imitation of the worst policy is mentioned here, it is but to superflc_les of Palestine, or rather of the Palestine thus constituted.
emphasize the fact that Palestine has less room in it for bad policy than even Previously, to the north and to some extent to tre, e one could say
Ireland had. It is a very small place. where it began or ended. The creatc

There is a natural tendency to transmute the spiritual greatness of the Hofpémselves were not sure of the perimeter of the land in which it was to b
Land into physical largeness, and to ascribe wide acres to the locality where ttgStablished. There is an organ of theirs, a pamphletic publication name
horizons of the human r ac eth Gteistianityo p aleSHe which is gre ackpewvipdoedmierald ef theif gause in Britain. Mr.
however, like its Founder, was born in a narrow dwelling. Palestine is closer irpidebotham, the noted publicist, was its founder and he and other chief Zioni:
size to a county than to a country. Take a couple of Yorkshires and you woul§upporters among the Gentiles are fond of contributing to it. When the questio
have the acreage of Palestine. Of its famous subdivisions Judaea is about tAePoundaries first aros€alestinewas quite clear about Palestine. It said that

same size as Northumberland: neither Galilee nor Samaria is quite as big d&sPal estine has never, except for v
Somerset. These comparisons too are made without reference to the numberb@ r d1'y ~any defini tion of its geogr a
persons living in these districts. Were settled areas only to be considered, In the official Report of the Shaw Commissjassued in 1929, it was stated
traditional Palestine shriskstill further in comparison with the populous t hat fAvi ewed in the Ilight of the hi
counties of England. In the epoch of its independence half of Judaea was desérts an arti ficial conception. o

inhabited Judaea was not as big as Wiltshire. More explicit still was the declaration of the main authority in the realm

The length of Palestine, from Dan to Beersheba, is about 180 miles, about 0N boundaries and all otherririal qualities of State the Foreign Office.
far, say, as from London to Exeter, or to Hull. Its extreme breadth is seventyn its preWar handbook for the guidance of consular and diplomatic officials,
miles across, but for about half its span the breadth is rarely more than fify he Hi st orical Department of the F
miles from the Jordan to the sea, much the same distance as from Berwick thS @ ge t he expressi on oiRjabuteisshest takerdas h
Edinburgh, not as distamts is Liverpool from Sheffield. Dean Stanley notes € QUi val ent to Southern Syr I a. 0
that Afrom al most every high poi nt iTRese proBouncegngnstsioyld e regnempered|tenacigusly by dhe kead
from the long walls of the Moab hills on the east to the Mediterranean on thel he reason for this is that a practice has been developed since the War of givil
west. o the name of ASyr i ao ftheocountly.dhanioto sayhteer n
In the terms of the atlas, indeed, Réilee is little more than a stitchonthe French Mandated region from Tyre tc
front of the vast mantle of Asia. Its exiguous size of course is not the measuréough Palestine were not included in it. _
of its importance. Yet when we read its history in the Old Testament, read of its _This is a mere deception, and a raw one at that, introduced to consecrate t
kings and their kingdoms, we are reading local siules. And it must be  Scission of Syria intowo at the end of the late war, and arbitrarily carried out
remembered that local chronicles always expand automatically the territoryn the interests of the two Mandatory Powers concerned, at the time of th
with which they deal. They are like readigpsses or microscopes which Treaty of Versailles.
magnify things out of their actual dimensions.
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Ere then, and from the days of remotest antiquity Syria had been regarded asir politicians for their own purposes have sought to apply to it. They have
a natural unit embracjn Palestine. In the fourth century before Christ amputated it: they belittle it. They would like Syria ® thought an enigmatic,
Herodotus wrote, Athis part of Syr isarce christdnedpitleimed species df mm a m-Emse ehardlyfwort? a inentsom, i r
thousand years ago fiJoseph went u p subordmate taGPalkstine.d-er themy not sorprisinglyy the part i$ greater than it

into Judaea to the city of David which is called Beltdm . . . to be enrolled  whole.
with Mary his espoused wife, wh o wa sTheyhavehnot csdrupleddeyemn toi justify csticke distoetioncofgggahyoby t h
decree of ACyrinus, the Governor anfoking yhe Baactity of Fdtestise tot ke aututigein pletash By a sglea@irc e €

centuries was Syria cited as the country containing the whole littoral at theconfusing of moral with physical and political values, they have said Palestine
easern end of the Mediterranean, down to modern times. One has buttoloowas fino mere Arab provinceo but the

into any standard history or geography of-@War date to see it so recorded: all aroundit. A specious piece of advocacy indeed, for that Bethlehem should
- I - . . : be in a humbl e Aimere Arab province

Syria [for example says Meiklejohn] is a long strip of high mountain ’ . . ‘
country which stretches in an almastaight line from the Peninsula of Bethlehem. .The sacred vz_ilue of Palestl_ne precllides the p(_)lltlcal value th?‘
same politicians would attritue t o it . A My ki ngdom i

Sinai to the Guif of Scanderoon. A small district in the south is called No, it is Syria, not Palestine, which is the true unit deserving consideration
Palestine or the Holy Land. y ) g

tswelkdef i ned boundari es, [ says Ge hql:jt e%rlze talepgﬁqrg@ﬁ?i'g%g{gﬁzt’tﬁfﬁbnﬁzrgog mhag F]e?nbyoAratis ;OE
the west, the desert south and east, the Taurus aiosirdn the north, ntu ugh g ug

give it a certain unity and separate it from the rest of the world. If it has their body, the very half of themselves. . : . .
not become a single country yet, it is obviously waiting to be one. That however is not the whole truth. This vast period of thirteen centuries i

but the recent period of their immemorial habitation. They have held it thus
When you look at the map, for preference a\pia map before the treaty | ong as A Ar athigeerohundred yeass sieca thair fotefathers won

tinkering began, gu will see that Syria in shape is a sort of throat under the a great victory on the banks of the Yarmook against the Byzantine Empire

projecting chin of Asia Minor, and that it closes the eastern end of thewhich had followed the Roman in the overlordship of the country. But the host:

Mediterranean. The birth, or spring, of the throat rises out of the desert bordergho flowed in then welded with the ancient inhabita so that the Arabs of-to

of Egypt, some 120 miles away from tBaez Canal. day do not represent a mere conquering race, but are the descendants of
The name ASyriaodo has been thoughtpetopl ke whecolriruediion P4dI eisAtsisnye ilaeg foc

scholars reject this derivation, and say that it comes from the more ancierih that great concourse of their race which stretches from Alexandeetta

Babyl onian fASun, 0 a word wused t hr evecca andbeywradnthére areensanysstrainsetd lee rfodind, tafd etheirarabte én nit

Christ. It entered mode languages through Latin and originally it was not to land are those from which history itself springs.

be found in Arabic, though afterwards it made its way in. The reason for this is It will no doubt be a great surprise to the average reader to learn that th

most instructive. I n classic Ar abi @rabS precedad theslews anl Syria.dindéed &meranfsthis fact, dvhioh hisi ¢

AThe Left, 0 and t meisamplmsized by itsdeaing givero faltogjethér oo coramon, is a plank in the platform of the political Zionists.

in addition to the capital city of the Country. Damascus (as we term it) also is But the very name of the country discloses itsJawish character.

designated by its inhabi t-daytespeci@lpia h fiSPhaal ne sot i Area, boi ca sweerakk ewes Have taken t
Egypt, often call Syria fiBar asham, OArabici Rit hiestL@aend, ®f whhehLefeans the fa
The corresponding word in Arabic Te®st dmeémgthttohd sp riioYpehmetnsd hearse waen ds ptehle
the word we use in English to indicate the seu#stern tip of Arabia. But the  not thou, whole Philisria, that the rod of him that struck thee is broken in
Arabic world also uses it in a more extensive sense, applying it in a general wapieces. . . . Howl, o gate;crg, ci t y! al | Philistia i
to the whole peinsula. Traditionally the Arabs call the Arabian peninsula their 2 9 | 31.) ANations rose up and wer e

right and the Syrian frontage to the Mediterranean their left, showing therebyf Philistiim. Then were the princes of Edom troubled; trembling seized on the
that from of old the two lands have been the two integral wings of the Arabstout men of Moab; all the inhabitantsof @Gaan wer e made st
body. 14, 15)

So therefore in the Arabic n@vof the country itseif and the Turks call it In the quotation from Exodus the word Canaan occurs. As Professor T. H
i Ar a b iosvé fida imglanted a refutation of the character which some of Robinson, a very great authority, says in History of Israe) the name
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fiCanaanite is somet i me sIsraciteentabitarts ofh g eThee Canaanes, debusites and Anporites of whom Sir Richard Temple
Pal estine. . . . |t seems to includepetbhse W®Weoenitdiramrs , ,owtThoed nsaenvee nw hiincdr
APal estined in its various forms, odattihneg pobaaiki pal | efaspr eécoedtilnegg Inamteer
way fACanaan. 0 The word stil-Moslemizeds i v(Robinsany, ocupisduthenlamdnigefora the desdhe. Buh as hasjust been

inhabitants of the country. It is an extraordinary boomersingke of history, explained, Canaanite is considered more of a generic term for them all tha

what the French call etour des choseshat one of the ablest of the Arabs to  anything else. Of the others the Amorites and the Hittites were the mor
day writing in defence of his peoplimpgorsantrparticiiarlysthe Ammasites, veho maénly BecupiedThe coGrannsauthrof

AThe | imits @en€anhaandwesayd$r om Shedptain of &Esdraaon.eThecHittites sveret to the north. Professor Robinsor
Ger ar a, e \Oahe fruitfol co@stalzpkain in fact stretching south from opines that the Amorites emerged, not later than the beginning of the thir
Tyre and Sidon by Haifa and Carmel to the marches of Egypt. Differentperiod of a thousand years before Christ, from the Arabian peninsula. The

branches of the Canaanite inhabitants were fixed in the idldlydregions. imi ngl ed so cearmprdeesssers that their tddntityt was lost in
Amongst these were the Jebusites, who occupied Jerusalem, the site of themo st di stricts. o6 They formed the t
city lying outside the walls of the present city. features to their descendants the Arabs.

Such a tenure it is, held in a simple, faithful, laborious way since man
emerged fromhe mists of the unknown, probably the simplest and longest
tenure in the world, that we are now finding the means to disintegrate. Th
Israelites, for the sake of one thififth of whose descendants we are engaged
on this scurvy business, entered thedtaof the indigenous peoples at a date
which cannot be determined exactly.
disposal is in favour of a Fourteenth Century (before Christ) date for the
Conquest, but the margin o) probabi

On this basis the Israelites came one thousand five hundred years or so af
the Amorites. The Philistine cities of the coastal plain had been establishe
somewhere about a century to a century and a half before then. At first th
Israelites enterede hills peacefully in small numbers. Then they took up arms
and the warfare began which is chronicled in the Old Testament.

These are very ancient affairs, but it is necessary to deal with them in somr
measure before turning to modern events. The reasdhi$ is that the Zionists
oftoday have been introduced into Pa
possession of that land. It is convenient to examine this plea, in some part
least, while the first data of the country are being supplied.

The elevant section of the Palestine Mandate declares that, through th
institution of the Mandate itself and the special character which it bears:

It is the opinion of competent judges [declares a great scholar, Sir
James Frazer] that the Arabic speaking peasahtPalestine are the
descendants of the pagan tribes which dwelt there before the Israelite
invasion, and have clung to the soil ever since, being submerged but
never destroyed by each successive wave of conquest which has swept
over the land.

They are lte veritable descendants of the Canaanites described in the
Bible, of the Jebusites and of the Amorites. [says Sir Richard Temple]
Originally they must have had a decided character of their own and a
settled form of society. Their system may have beendoralp by the
Jewish conquest; but, as the students of Bible history will remember,
they never yielded to Jewish influence. On the contrary, they often made
their influence disastrously felt by the Jewish nationality. They were
probably not converted in ankarge numbers in the early days of
Christianity. In short they preserved their ancient idolatry up to the days
of Mahomet. Then they were converted by the Arab soldiery to the faith
of Islam, about twelve hundred years ago. In that faith they have
remaingl to this day. . . . They cultivate the soil, chiefly as peasant
proprietors, directly under the Turkish official who collects the {end
[Written in 1888.] They have extensive rights of grazing and of

pasturage, on all which they pay their dues toTiheks. They are called recognition has thereby been given to the historical connection of the
Fellaheen, the same name as their feldmljects in Egypt. They till Jewish people with Palestine and to tmeumds for reconstituting their
their fields and pay taxes to the Turk patiently, just as they did to the national home in that country.

Saracen, to the Arab, to the Roman, to the Greek, to the Persian, to the
Assyriard probaby also as they did to the Jew. After the Jewish
conquest they must often have become tenants of their lands under the
Jew as landlord. They probably performed the labour in the fields, even
if the Jews worked in the vineyard and in the orchard.

AHiIi st or i c adlthattisowhat is ased tmjustfy the establishment of
the ANati onal Homeo and all t hat h
from which it can be considered: (1) Whkould remote historical connection
confer any right to territory some eighteen and a half centuries after Jewis
power ended; and (2) If remote historical connection is to be regarded a
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conferring rights, what sort of historical connection was therk thi¢ land in afterwards the Maccabees-astablished the Jewish power which had faded
which this national home was to be reconstituted? with Solomon, but only for a short spasm did it perhaps reach again th

The second point really contains the first, since any value there might beidd i mensi ons of Davi ddés and Sol omonds
this plea of Palestine being the historic patrimony of the Jews must be Before David the settlement of the twelve tribes by Joshaa purely
considerably affected by the charactertéir occupation when they were nomi nal . AfJoshua assigned territory
there. Yet nothing contrasts so much with the free hand given to the Zionists im The BattleGround) Biblical research discredits the power and the
the Holy Land as the entire disregard of this point by those who werehege mony of the tribes. Ailn Judges
responsible for giving them t htiorml f rsigréficaht@amiskins. @& thefouy serior Lreah tribes Redilen only is tentiorfed.
Homeo was | eft purposely in the moGutr oebvs dwerne estsatgggeby st hbatpobi meona
engineered its creation. and again AVerse 19 of Judges i

No word was uttered by them to disclose which phase of the very variecpossessed the hitlountry, but was not able westroy the inhabitants of the
Jewish past in Palestine the Zionists were to reconstitute. The probability o a |l | ey, because they had many <char
course is that AThe Principal Alli éedwPopwkernasdowbabhenpuntakehi ahTheett el
table at the San Remo Conference of 1920, introduced the establishment of téctorious tribes in the canticle of Deborah in the later fifthptbaof Judges.
AiNati onal Homed as an obligation off Wet heeanMamnrdlayt es u kpmaesve atnldatc airtedwanot |
about any such phases. | gltbnot credit the Principal Allied Powers, asfaras t ri be. 6 AThe early history of the t
they found form in flesh and blood at San Remo, with much or any reading ofmost of the others, and we have to wait till the time of David before we have
the Scriptures, except indeed the important section of the Principal Alliedunmistakable evidence of its existence and of itsceffn s ci ous nes s.
Powers which came from Criccieth in North Walekailbody politic has stated The tribes named as by the sea were there in a situation of dependence &
in a speech, il was brought up i n teresicro erodf of thdireeirg inlany wuamberst Tdhel apdstal cifiea held svea
the history of the Jews than about the history of my own land. | could tellyouo ver t he pl ai n imef thegsaldiamskid wasso efiecive anel t

all the kings of Israel but 1 doubt whether | could have named halzendof close that Israel was denied the use of the main roads altogether, and tl
the kings of England. . . . We were thoroughly imbued with the history of thetribesmen had to creep by unfrequentednays and crooked paths from one
Hebrew race in the days of its greaplesde gtlooraynot her i f they whinsonepd t o

Mr. Lloyd George seems to have been imbued rather too much with greatest When Saul established his kingdom, he never obtained possession of tf
glory for any of his impregnation to have filtdranto geographical definition of  plain of Esdraelon, and he was indeed so little master in his own hills that th:
t he ANati onal Homedo by himsel f or WPhilistihes $iad @ domness édooksng dowredn the Hoedare Valey Thed issne
have been the most obvious need of such definition because between the daggdence that Davitdimself conquered the Esdraelon plain, no direct evidence.
of Joshua and the final victory of the Romans under Titus the Jewlidimdso The nearest is supplied by recent archaeological excavation which has four
in Palestine expanded, and then contracted, like a concertina in play. For a gotihces that the strong place of Bethshean was destroyed by fire round about t
period they slipped from Jewish grip altogether. So that in order to reconstrucgear 1,000 B.C. Inferentially it is cledinough that the plain must have been
them, it would have appeared the essential first step to discover and to delineat@en to David, since it formed the tuable of routes to his outlying
them. possessions. He may have held it in some sort of condominium with the

It was decided otherwise, though, at San Remo or, more probably, in th@hilistine cities. At the apogee of his rule after fighting them he had gimwn
manner of the Principal Allied Powers, attention discreetly was not directed tesuch terms with the Philistines that his own personal forces egudeds were
the matter. The Zionists were left to reconstruct wheresoever they liked westal r awn from a sort of Foreign Legion
the Jordan. It is aignificant testimony to the genuineness of the transaction.  national levy, David had at least the nucleus of a standing army. It is interestin

This renders it needful, however, for anyone trying to treat the wholeto ob®rve that its main strength was drawn from foreign sources, for the
business seriously to pay some attention to the extent and to the duration @herethites and the Pelethites were almost certainly Philistines, and they n
Jewish territorial possession of Palestinemly seem to be challenging all only formed the mainstay of Davi do
traditions to say that it was ephemeral, but that is what it was. It was ephemerainks of Solomon went far to @@&e his accession. They were to David what
and inextensive. Only during the reigns of David and Solomon did anythingg he Pr aet ori an Guard were to Roman
like Jewish possession of what we call Palestine exist. Eight édingrars
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Since King David forms a pedestal of Zionist claims, he being considered as though North was the dominant partner, and we may suspect that the co
it were an ancestor of modern Zionists, equal connection between that far operation of the South was not wholly voluntary. But down to the time
yeserday and talay must be granted to the Arabs. The pedestal of Zionist when the kingdom of Isrb€ame to an end and the Samaritan territory
claims reigned by support of Arab troopers. Arabs in large part gave his throne was incorporated as a province of the Assyrian Empire, there does not
to Solomon. seem to have been a single point at which the possibility of a formal

The effect of these considerations need not be emphasized. But, without r euni on entered men6s minds. [ The
pursuing them, gramtig f or argument 6s s ake t habut] tHhe dundachental dbasis qf this esense ofvomaness lay less in the
Esdraelon, to which his son succeeded, to what a tiny span this reduces the common descent than in the common religion. The Judaean had always
Israelite possession of Palestine. David reigned for about forty years, from stood apart from the Ephraimite.
somewhere round 1016 B.C. Solomon succeeded him agdedeas long. Reviewing Davidods reign, Professor
After these two all collapsed. It will have taken David a good part of the earlier David, as it were, collected araid in place the material for a noble
half of his reign to reach the maximum of his power, and Solomon well before kingdom which might have been expanded into an empire. But it
the end of his reign had begun to sell or lose part of his possessions. Let ten inevitably lacked that cement of habituation which time alone could
years be deducted, and that is as little as can be deducted reasonably, from thesupply, and for its endurance it needed a succession of rulers who would
total DavidSolomon period of rule. Then seventy years remain. maintain hisspirit and carry on his traditions. But the two kings who

It was only during those meagre seventy years that the Jews held something immediately followed him were cast in another mould, with the result
like two-thirds of Palestine, andtleer i s doubt enough of thdifast the oatlyirig partisn fail, rarad bhanb dt the tauch of a real test, the
says Wade in hi®©ld Testament History fit hat only i n t hewhatedabrig krombled away.o. d. The foubble wasked and the house
Joppa (the modern Jaff a) di d Davi do «=of Davithwas kft with teritbriest shaaty ané mfertileNim thémselvesf
Phinician towns of Tyr e awhitkinohe so8i d o n suffeeing &omithe fatages of despbtisrs ane al war.

east the Philistines, though crippleds M3 &tt&rit?}ﬂe% Ghrdnk & 'Well ?gyﬂ% &dtflef Rididfical
ity

De an. St a n_I ey crysta ! .I lzes .h €e_Ppos Iaut[h'orl‘? ,nDr. Fohred sackstn o?(fia%b%dgpivgr in fi oge'phrlljseancftheev €
usual situation wherein the aborigines are driven into the hills. The JewsJ C ti th - f
conqueredthei | | s but failed to take the .e\ﬁ_s jpemaenting upon e siltence 0

. : . L . : : |Rq|§t|\/eo1$'glols)etrotters,o concerning the J

In this seventyyear empire there was little territorial basis or unity. David
within his small limit§ A 120 mi | es at | ongest and 6 0heailencewf Remdotus isastillé probfem o some; but its solution is
|l essdo are the | imits Mr.titBmobtbroefd a s s i perfestly smple. Judaga wag s0 isrsah a distriet aned itsanhabitants were
was something of an Austtdungarian monarch occupying the throne while so insignificant that the most intelligent traveller in the fifth century B.C.
Austria and Hungary fought each other. (the date of Herodotus) might even visit what was then called -Syria

Palestine, or Syria of the Philistines, andrerehear of the Jews. In the
time of Nehemiah (a contemporary of Herodotus) Jerusalem must have
been a very insignificant city in which the inhabitants of the
neighbouring villages were only with difficulty persuaded to dwell; and
no place mentioned in hidook as Jewish was much more than ten miles
away. As the prophet says, it wa ¢
more remarkable than the insignificance of the Jews in Palestine in the
days of Nehemiah (44832 B.C.) is that their territory remained
resticted, nor do they seem to have multiplied in the country for nearly
three centuries. The Temple at Jerusalem increased in splendour and
probably the city in population, but the Jews did not become a power in
the land till nearly the middle of the secorehtury before Christ. [The
Maccabee period.] They were no doubt numerous in Babylonia and
Egypt, but in Palestine they were well nigh negligible.

Even David on two critical occasions seems to have saved his throne
by playing off the one (the North or Israel and the SawthJudah)
against the other, and it is noticeable that when Judah rose against him he
received the support of the other tribes and-viersa. It is clear that the
ideal unity was far from being achieved in his lifetime, and the policy of
Solomon, so fafrom cementing more firmly the two parties, tended
rather to emphasize the distinction between them and to widen the
original breach. It is then hardly surprising that, when the North found
the burden of the House of David intolerable, the South should hav
taken the opposite side and maintained its allegiance to Rehoboam.

From that time onward, though there was a certain sense of unity as
against the rest of the world, that feeling never found expression in a
single political organization. There were pédoin the history of the
divided kingdom when the two sections worked together in harmony,
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In his The BattleGroundMr . Bell oc says of t he Cdnaanitgs, gs It appear®in thelJBoaksadh Joshua ldred wf Judges, is the same
small it was can best be seen in thigat a man walking out from Jerusalem that to which from Greece we look back as to the parent of letters, of

eastward or northward or westward would have reached its boundaries in@ao mmer ce, of civilization. o
morning. It was not a dozen miles in any direction before he was out of the So much for HAhi étdoi cabucobpenect hat
district which the chieftain, the pettysoa | | ed 06 k iemgldimed to Jaederucsiraplose them upon the Arabs of Palestine does not bear consideratic

govern. o fAlt was a poor handker chi eThat afpossessiored Palestibe so ephemeral and so broken as the Israe

It would be easy enough to emphasize this point with further quotationsshould give them a valid right to oust the Arabs in any ekgeighteen
from further sources, old and new, but the truth of the matter is sufficientlycenturies after the last shadow of the Israelite flicker of power faded, is a thes
clear. Jewish tenure of Palestine,inang al sense of t he wo fagtastit Beb¢ takert serioasly. df, thwaghk, the historic connections-of far
never complete and it only lasted continuously, within its limits, for seventy vanished eras are to be used as a char@aypthen at least let it be tosic
years. It lasted, this vaunted possession, for no longer than the lifetime of oneonnection. If extravagant claims drawn upon dim antiquity provideditésls
man, and that was three thousand years ago. Undbtabeabees it was a still  in Palestine, then it is the Arabs who have the really extravagant and wholl:
shorter possession, some fifty years at the most between Simon and Alexandancient claim, and their right to these strange-tideds is as unquestionable as
Jannaeus. But the Maccabees really ruled as High Priests, and the essentia¢ir right to the true deeds, proceeding from their current thirteen centuries o
guality of Judaism, that it was religious and not territorial, was emphasizeddccupation.
under them by the action of Eleazar. He called on the Maccabee John Hyrcanus Now for the codicil to this. The Jews, in their territorially exiguous stay in a
to divest himself of his priesthood, his true quality at the head of the Jewscorner of Palestine, were, but for the passing few years above mentione
because of Hyrcanusds very absor pt icanfineditmitshill heeessesnJoseghesrhimseti, the leistorian af the dewsy whe
lands and cities. described the fall of Jerusalem, underlines this fact:

If we turn, then, bearing all this in mind, to compare the Arab historic
situation in Palestine with the Jewish historic situation there, what a contrast
between the two there is. The Arab possession began five thousand years ago
and has never ceased. It hasrb#dege most thoroughgoing possession of all
possessions, one which had its own share of conquest, and its lengthy dominion

As for ourselves, [he declares] we therefore neither inhabit a maritime
country nor do we delight in merchandise, nor in such a mixtitte
other men as arises from it. But the cities we dwell in are remote from
the sea, and having a fruitful country for our habitation, we take pains in

where the | sraelite power came and gCPIth?mt]géh?tgnc!y'and buzzed for a gnatds
was gone, but it has been above all possession by uedogenerations of What foll ows from this? When the
peasants. The passing centuries have given them different names, as one str@iitish patronagé we ar e | eaving aside now t

after another was absorbed into them, but Amorite, Canaanite, Philistine, Aradii o me 6 s 0 b &g assumptiensyrely was that the new Zionist colonies
it has been the labouring stock of each and of all which has held the ddily an would have been established in the old eyries of the Jewish interior. A certai
that tenure their present representatives, the Arabs, claim Palesdee to number, it is true, were so foundedeatually. But from the start the Zionist

Peasants as they were, and pagans for so long, it is not to be assumed thatirthorities preferred to seek land in the plains. The acreage they own in tt
every aspect the Arabso6 ancestor s rplaipmavdas and avdy siwpssds stheirasreageiinrihe hills. if the figwes of th
civiizaton. The Phinici ans were the tr ade PeelCammision lhedaken the/tetayad Zianist loadim Patestineasr, 332,800 t
worl d, who reached Britain itself. dbm@mBhi loirst3i3Be DO0Mp axrgessed narn haed vha
ancient culture.o (Robinson.) At ithe hilts, but the plaitsd the, Maritime Ptain and the Rlain iofrEedrdghdnial f
term Philistine should have cem t o mean barbaric.oamMéi $hesagatoés colur dewi sh colimthei z a
sprang up through the history of their day coming to us through the Israelites;ourse of an argument that the Zionists are not responsible for Arabs bein
who had no brief for t heir f oes. i crdwded inte theteights.i | e accounts, o says Dea
Afare insensiblawontohitpheof¢ stpliak ii Mg ¢ e drhis meahsdhat the Zionists have preferred to buy where the land was leve
Canaaniteso) Athe Israelite ver si oprsonvamgesttfor tianspgord Rresuitable for redagming, or ficheratiee to buy b |
which this great people presented twherethedandMasZioe.r n wor | d. 0

AThe Ol d Testament is the only do daupmssure was put onnthem #otpurechgse thehparticular gites which the
country. o (BelS3toanl)eyQr fadeaei ndetierst ecdoseaAl their applogists Bagedgone auicoétheio Way, indeed, to maintain tha
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till fairly recently Arabs made no difficulty about selling Jews anywhere. errant Jewish soul. Precisely because they are returning like pilgrims, austerel
The recent difficulties, they never tire of repeating, are due to the artificialto their ancient home, be it ever so hundbsnd ever so profitless.

antisemitic agitation organized by the politicians in the towns. The extraordinary licence which they haweceived, to be injected into
Well and good. This is an argument to be considered and to be met when thealestine against the will of its inhabitants, is based purely upon their coming t
guestion of the retins between Arab leaders and the Arab population comesr e gai n t he soi l which they l ost,

under examination. But if in that issue the Zionists can employ it, just asreconstruct the walls of Zion which have fallen down. | say nothow of the
decidedly it is an argument against them in this issue and one which thefull motives of those who gave them this licence. Whatever these men had i

themselves must admit, since it was they who pered it. When they were t hei r heart s, it was under the tern
free, then, to buy where they liked, which was pretty well all the time, theycount ry o t hat they summoned the Zio
bought (and they have continued to buy) principally in the plains. did the Zionists show?

Without any doubt the motives of the Zionist leaders in making these What sort of connection is there between reconstituting this home and th
Lowland settlemeist were extremely practical. Here were the accessible sitesplanting of 30,000 acres of orangeoves in the maritime plain which even
for the industrial transformation of Palestine which they planned. As far asDavid could not make Jewish, in the plains of the Canaanites and the Philistine
agriculture was concerned, they were determined that their colonies shouldnd of heir descendants, the Arabs? How does historical connection squar
possess the finest land obtainable. Theydfikeeir farms and their orchards, wi t h t he Jewi sh Nati onal Fundds hol
their experimental stations and dairies where a good return from them seemedn t he frui t f ul Phinician plains o
likely, so that they might be salfependent. They did not want their colonies thousand in stony Galilee? How doe 80,000 acres occupied in the hills, a
and their colonists to be maintained by the bounty of Jews im pénts of the vision of Zionism, blot out from sight the 250,000 substantial acres in the
world, which bounty had been in general the uneconomic mainstay of the preplains? What are the 150,000 todwellers of TelAviv doing by the

War Jewish population and the péar Jewish colonies. Mediterranean? Are they reconstructing the tents of Saul, or petiepsglars
They took into consideration the agricultural future of the region and cameof Samson? Of the 400,000 souls who constitute to date the Jewish Nation

to the conclusion that the finestogpects in the country lay in citrpganting, a Home, how many are tilling in the hills? Four thousand one hundred. If evel

generic term for the growing of fruit of the orange family. There was perhapsfigures spoke, these do.

not so much difficulty in arriving at this conclusion, since Arab fgudawers It might be objected that the Zionists could not have got in Jutlaesxtent

had long established the Jaffa orange on thé&etmof the world. The Zionists o f |l and they obtained in Phinicia.

decided to follow in their lead and determined to specialize in orgroyes acquire what was not existent, or not available, and that they only were takin
and in plantations of like nature. They also engaged, as is known, in forestrwhat they could get where they could get it. But that was exactly what they
and in the drainage of marshes, work of primary value in a conetyigcted by must never dolt was a question of principle. If Zionist motives were to stand

the Turks. examination Zionists must refuse to consider land, however fertile, which hac

In fine, their agricultural policy was good and sensible, with the sole provisono part in the reconstruction of Zion. The situation would have been different if
that for trading reasons they might be in danger of-pvaduction of citrus they had been entering theueiry as ordinary colonists under the regulations
fruit. There would be nothing to say about it but to commend it, we fon laid down by a native government or by a government in consultation with the
one reason. That reason, however, ismafiortant. natives, with no Mandatory clearing a way for them.

The Zionists did not come to Palestine to practise colonization. The Under such circumstances they could have entered Palestine wherever it w
Mandate did not summon them thither because of their historic connection witltonvenient and have bought wherever they wished, and have won the usu
oranges. They are practising Zionism. They haviinbd their warranty for rewards of increased wealth.
entry into the land such as it is from such as gave it to tdeand they have But when they entered as they did, ringed by bayonets, against the will o
been set down there in a situation of privilege beyond the dreams of colonists ithe native population, on the ground that they were to reconstruct somethin
any other part of the world, for what cause? Precisely upon the grthetds out d the past which they alone could reconstruct, and that its transcender
they are not ordinary colonists seeking for good land or for advantageousharacter gave them a right to such privilege, then by the Lord Harry they ha
concessions. Precisely upon the grounds that they are not planting trees bro reconstruct it only, nor ever st
draining marshes or sowing vegetables like other pioneers in other lands, bute, O Tyre and Sidcand al | the coasts of the
are engaged in a spiral act, in the rebuilding of its vanished sanctuary for the Book of Joel.
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Suppose, however, that amidst their many holdings a few had been scatterédgebraisacou pt i onj eodr & Atlthe f i r st woentudys
round the retreating Ishoinkidhgreaim. lowoulda n evarleby ain Arab sclaokar The Araby adso developed the practice of medicine
have been perhaps acaderto quibble about the situation of these. But, as founded universities, brought farming and gardening to a high level.
things were and are Hay, we are not dealing with a few accidental boerder To-day the extraordinary achievements of #rabs are forgotten and the
holdings of this type. We are dealing with a policy which is content, nay, destruction of their civilization by the Turks passes as a consequence of its ow
anxious-epsttaobliisédo the J esva State Wwhare | alecay! No dthermeze has had such a hard lot in history as to be identified wif
previously it had not been established. Under the guidance of their leaders this own oppressors and to be found guilty of the crimes byhihiwas slain.
Zionists returd to whence they have never come forth. British statesmen, orBut this false and absurd verdict has been accepted in popular belief throug
men at least occupied in affairs of state, incite them on, authorize their arrivathe centuries. In our time the barrenness of any plot of Arab ground is attribute
because of their Ahistorical C 0 n n e ctd thecsmftlessvess tofithe Rrabl vehs ih ieality is as @ood a hushandwmanras |
encourage them to take over territory with which at no time, since historyforefathers, and never to the pestilent Ottoman yoke. That yoke forced parts
began, have they had any true, durable, historic connection whatsoever. the Arab race out into the desert, and it seems to be these Arabs of the des

Now, as these pages are beimgyised, the National Home may be alone who typify the race to the Western publics.
transmuted (as was i ntended al way s ) Thea avarage Baton thinks ofithe tArab S¢$ ardeé mao in floWirrgudbes n ¢
encl avegqoogerinsahgf cantond or what ev emo gallogs about fpisgeifles ai mothing (éxeept perhapk kattenty éndPalestine)
If this be so, it will be established in the plains, by the Mediterraandramid He lives in a tent and is ruled by sheikhs with burning eyes and a tendency 1
the orchards, a travesty of the Israelite past, a Temple to the design of thabduction.

moneychangers, a Zion for Sadducees. This concept is nonsensical. Still, it is widely heldneOof the Arab
But the admonitions of that rejected past wait upon the modern Zionists andelegates who have come so regularly, and so vainly, to England for so mar
visit their i mpost ur e houthhst fprgottep the t ears, rtoe fleadk the caidis8 @fc their people with successive occupants

God of thy salvation and hast not been mindful of the God of thy strengthWhitehall, told me of an incident which shows this well. He and his fellow
therefore shalt thou plant pl eas an tdelgghtesmwers pay a wisit tosthe eHbuse of €ommangs. They waited & the
God, the heathens are come into thy inheritance; they have defiledlthy h lobby for a Member to come out and see them. Presently he emerged, cast |

Temple; they have made Jer usal em a seyas ovprithem and dver others waitingt anditheh loaked round at a loss. He ¢
not conceive that the quiet men dressed athes like his own could be an
CHAPTER |l Arab delegation. His gaze searched the lobbies for banditti in burnouses, girt &
dangling scimitars, with cords binding their hedrdsses.
The great Arab radée The possession of Palestine necessary for its expansion. The grave disadvantage of this preconception is that it makes those wh

In the previous chapter it has been shown that Palestine is but a section §ftertain itfall in only too readily with the notion, so valuable to Zionists, that
the larger natural unit oByria; that Syria itself is an integral portion of the the Arabs are a serbiarbaric block of Easterns, who need direction at all points
great Arab inheritance; that the plea under which the Zionists have beeffom educated Western governors.

i ntroduced into Palestine, their fhi\Whegasihg Arabs, dikeihg peorles gf Europg jare gn asserablafje 0,
properly used to override the ownership of rab inhabitants who have an fanges of men. They have of course their great peasantry of shepherds a
infinitely more ancient historical connection; and finally, that the Zionists husbandmen wearing the old traditional garments that were worn by the firs
themselves have betrayed their i nn&hristgns.Butthgyppsgess ag educated; psofegsignalscpngmercial glass i
by fireconstructingod their NatdJeoisha!l la@epirortigpriodtieaumiers as we pogsesgnQpiselves pgssibly iniadagge
race has never had a home. proportion. The educated youth of Syria has long frequented schools an
| now return to deal with the Arabs, the Arabs strictlycatied, of the last U ni versities of French and United
thirteen centuries in Palestine. Strange to say, the name they bear is a markggfne to England to study law or medicine, or toagegin commerce. In
disadvantage to them. Relatively few people know anythingeof tiA r a b s 6 Mgnchesier there is a considerable colony of Arab busimess but as it
past. We Europeans owe more to them than we credit. For nearly three hundr&@Ppens there and elsewhere these Arabs escape notice because they are kn
years they led the world in civilization. We drew from them most of our PY their truer name of Syrians.
mat hemati cal system. The figures or numerals we wuse are fiarabic nume
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There are Syrian clergy of all the principal confessi There are numbers thought which this entails, have made them onenefdgreat national units of
of Syrian bankclerks, Syrian chemists, Syrian journalists. the world. Indeed they have attained before others that type of national unity t

It may stir some readers to know that there are Syrians who are millionairesvhich mankind is moving, the unity of those who speak a single tongue.

A good many others, without becoming millionaires, have gained various They have an evident affinity with the British Commonwealth in the sense
degrees of wealth and a@bmfort in South America. In a humbler stage of tha (if they get a proper chance) they are likely to form a group of Arab
activity, droves of them traverse as pedlars the republics of Latin America. Ircountries, each independent of the other, but with some common link, as th
the United States they have large colonies. There are plenty of them in Africa. King is for our various selfuling states.

Wherever the Syrians live they show themselegseedingly competent Their nearness to each other ought to prove helpful towardsl¢isis They
businesanen. In fact, they are sometimes thought too competent, too versed iare bunched together in the soetistern corner of Asia. There is however
the tricks of business. Perhaps they are so on occasions, but at least this i@m@other point of view from which their geographical position has to be
proof that they need none of the schooling from the Zionists of whicheais considered, and it is one which has an important bearing upon the particul
so much. affairs of Palestine

Altogether they possess a full complement of educated persons, and if If you look offhandedly at a map of Asia, the Arabs, with Syria, Irak and
education goes for anything have as much right to look after themselves and the great peninsula of Arabia proper, appear to hold a huge extent of territon
be masters in their own land as we have. The friends of political Zionism are always drawing attention to this. They

I might have added to my little catalogue of theapacities that the Arabs  wave their hands in we circles at the Arab territories and then ask rhetorically
are good linguists. This is not surprising, because they are a diverse people whether with all this in their possession the Arabs cannot spare them a mors
themselves. The Arabs of Syria have, as we have just seen, a good many straindPalestine. Lord Balfour himself, in an unusual apologetic moment, made thi
in them. Their country has been held by a series of overlords, aribbast plea in a speech once.
different times both a place of battle and a place of refuge. Pursuers and But if you lodk at the map carefully you see that most of the great Arab
pursued alike have left their traces. In 8&ven Pillars of Wisdolmawrence of expanse is uninhabitable. Limitless stretches of naked desert occupy nearly tl
Arabia enumerates at least sixteen-divisions of the population between the whole surface of it. In Syria there is an inhabited western fringe; in Irak a
Turkish andthe Egyptian borders. But it would take a Lawrence to perceive broader eastern fringe watered by thigri§ and the Euphrates. The peninsula
these suldlivisions, just as it takes foreign specialists to distinguish between theof Arabia has a mere band of cultivation and of habitation round its extreme
provinces and counties of the British Isles, and he himself put the generdilly edges, a few oases inland. Desert, desert and desert; gravel, lava and sa
position admirably when he said h a t ithe appearancetshatnd sc ushteoms oofy o6het he Arabsé cou
present Arabiespeaking peoples of Asia, while as varied as a field full of  So for them, their most precious holdings are their rare cultivable tracts, or
poppi es, had an equal and essent i altheleaskirelrkeaadson the west in Syria. Therefore Palestine is not a superflui

To take a different kind of metaphor, it might be said that the Arabs are likeo f theirs ©but a necessity. Lord Bz
a great walin which there are bricks of many shapes and hues, but all mortared\rabs not spare for éhJews the small cornfield out of their vast desolation?
together. Their junction perhaps, is more elastic, looser, more insecure evekan t he Arabs not spare for the Jew
than that of bricks laid upon each other, but the resemblance is near enough to There is another consideration, too, and an even greater one. For the Ara
give a fair idea of their nigtnal formation. Syria represents their outlook upon the Medi#rean Sea, their contact with

The Arabsd mortar is | argely comp dhe West dis their forward gatg,iandutss infsa fartadthey Matd & and keep i
or in Syria or in Sinai they mostly are Moslem. But in Syria there is a bigand make it thoroughly their own that they will mingle their lives and their
Christian minority, a minority of Christians too who have a lineage of belief destinies, in their own way, with Europe. It is not by ricketgikbadoors on the
fromthedays of Christ in Palestine. (Y Retsiaro Gulf, toyh the hidthovedmls af Muscatdr Kaweitn thag the Arabs dre
Christians with the land of Christ what have we heard from British Governrmentgyoi ng t o find their way into the wc
or from League of Nations?) And there are small bodies amongst them withihe arid lands and the baking seas which lie between Persia and Egypt. But tt
other beliefs. has n&er been their desire. It is a situation which has been forced upon then

Therefore while eligious faith is a powerful bond it is not the supreme T hei r natur al outl ook is the Eur o
bond. This bond is the Arabic language. The Arabic language binds all thée a wr enc e , il ooked always to the Me
sections of Arabs together. Their common use of it, and the common ways dheir cultural sympathies, for theienterprises, and particularly for their
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expansions, since the migration problem was the greatest and the most complthere. The more these interests are pondered, the more wildly foolish does o

force in Arabia, and was general to it, however it might vary in the different present policy appear. Into a plain issue between the Arabs and ourselve

Arabic districts. o which might have been determined by motives of friendship, we insert &
AiThe new Ar abi a, &. Hecking of Harvded Unif/eesitys o foreig. factor. We banis friendship, we introduce the Zionists and go on

in his standard workThe Spirit of World Politics fir eac hed t he intvbelwtingttleem,rwa levyy amarmy and call reservists to the colours and shi

through Palestine. The progress of the Zionist colonization thus becomes forther o o p s and | ose our sol di er sé i v
Arab national outlook a culminating stroke in a prolongedesesf breaches of  introduced. We, as it were, plant brambles everywhearé,defend with rifle
faith. oo and gun the international tangle which ensues. The problems of the futur

These breaches of faith will be exposed in the course of this book. What isvhich should have been simple enough become ravelled and complex and ev
to be noted at the present poird iwho speaks at Geneva or in Whitehall of the perhaps beyond our untwisting.
Arab migration problem? There has been infinite, endless talk there about
Jewish exiles, though indeed not much hint of settling them in our own lands,
for all our professed sympathy. But about the plight of the Arabs, continually CHAPTER Il
driven north by their increasing numbers, or driven into the desert because of

their inability to each the more fertile northern or eastern fringes, is there a Arab renaissanéeThe Arab preparations toverthrow Turkish rule in Syria
word spoken? and to reestablish the old Arab State.

Lawrence tells of these currents of tribal movement and shows how they One of the axioms upon which the Palestine Question too often is based
have not at all been due to haZandhat we might call Bedouin erran@ybut that there has been in that country of late but a single political movement
instead have been the result of exani ¢ want . ANor t he nhi¢h isS ZohiSm. Zinism, Nabcbnély td thi€ theory, impinged upon a
pressure cease: the inexorable trend northward continued. The tribes fourgbpulation which mentally was motionless, and any vigour, or political activity
themselves driven to the very edge of cultivation in Syria or Mesopotamiawhich that population may have showed since has been nothing but a reacti
Opportunity and their bellies persuaded them of the advantagessgssing to the intense Jewish effort.
goats, and then of possessing sheep; and lastly they began to sow, if only a little This is a wicked perversion of fadkhe Zionist movement, as far as it took
barley for their animals. They were now no longer Bedouin, and began to suffeshape within Palestine in these later years, followed upon an Arab movemen
like the villagers from the ravages of the nomads behind. Insensibly they madgo genuine and so strong that in the end men were to lay down their lives for i
conmmon cause with the peasants already on the soil, and found out that theyhe Zionist movement sprang, as will be seen, fromideitde country: the
too, were peasantry. So we see clans, born in the highlands of Yemen, thrust tab movement was a native one comparable to the irredentist cause in tt
stronger clans into the desert, where, unwillingly, they became nomad to keeparts of Italy which were under Austrian rule, or in Alskoeraine or in
themselves alive.o Poland. Like these causes, it aimed at the restoration or completion of an o

The race which has this unceasing dilemma of settlement before it is verysoveregnty, and would without doubt have developed as they have done intc
prolific. Its progeny almost springs as we look at it. To where shall it expand? Ifully restored nationhood if it had not been for the unexpected establishment ¢
is not oases in the desert which will increase to suit it. Irak can take a moietythe Mandatory system.
no doubt, but no mex It is true that the narrow fertile belts of Palestine and of  Therefore Zionism, which as a political reality was only created by the terms
Northern Syria can indeed receive themselves but few newcomers. Yet what igf the Mandate, far from being the sole force which has stirred Palestine, was
to be said of the statesmanship which is determined to go on filling withsecondary force arbitrarily introduced from outside which did nothing but
persons from foreign lands the little spabat is available therein? What sort of  retard the native, previous and primary force of Arabism.

statesmanship is it which places across the narrow Arab upward and westward The great difference between the two movementsbeitome apparent as |
path the bar of Jewish occupation? What right and what sense is there igletail themSeniores prioreset me take the Arab action first.

denying to the Arabs their natural opening to the Mediterrar@aro putit ~ The Arab empire in Syria, which underwent many vicissitudes, and was
better, since they already possess it, in taking it from them and in placingearly destroyed by the Crusades, ended in the sixteenth century. The Tur
strangers at their gates? then became mastersthe country, but the Arab population continued to hold

On that Mediterranean shore, so near the highway to India, we especiallihe land under their suzerainty. This situation lasted till the Napoleonic wars
have deep concern. We shall have to seek accommodation for ergsiat
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when the French established themselves in the south. But how Sir Sidney Smitif course, was to take charge of the natives to protect them from the
defended Acre against them is one ofdbeghty records of our history. strenuousness. The situation of Palestine, in fact, became that of a man whon

There followed an interlude of Egyptian overlordship and then, throughbenefactor kndes down with a motec a r so that he may
European intervention, the Turks wereestablished and ruled over Palestine by hi msel f. 0 Whereon the benefacto
and the other parts of Syria (the Lebanon canton, predominantly Christianyictim and to guide his faltering steps with devotion.
having a measure of autonomy) till their power broke for good before the However, the point is that before being thus succoured, thesAvare not
armies of Allenby in 1918. thrust out by the Turks of all control in and over Palestine. The educated classi

It may be not ed t hat I have u s ehdd sgmie paat ;1 ¢heir ows gavdrnmeatsand fihe Arabemassds averyhad a say
Afoverl ordshipo to describe the Turlkisnoreomixnieamsi ve Byeld. ofhagf aisr 9.e«
Turks conqueed lands, but did not colonize them. Once their rule wasreport of the 1929 Shaw Commi ssi on,
established, thenceforward they confined themselves to milking the territorie®f provincial and even perhaps of municipal bodies were controlled eithel
under their control for taxes and, amongst Moslems, for conscripts for theidirectly or indirectly by the central Government. But the fact remains that ever
army. The Sultans held sway over many {iomkish peoples, and the Sultan the peasant, provided that paid so small a sum as ten shillings per annum in
himself was little other than a supreme landlord possessing a vast number direct taxation, could feel that through the exercise of his voting powers he ha
tenants. Provided they paid exorbitant rents and did not question his ownershig, voice in the control of his village, and indirectly, through the system of
the Sultan and his pashas left the tenants, strangers to himpKoafter secondary elections, in the control of théamé of the larger administrative
themselves. units, up to the Ottoman Empire its

This has a notable bearing upon Syria. The people of Palestine in one These are the words of a British Commission, which in its next few
respect remained their own masters under Turkish rule. When the Turkislsentences, after allowance has been made for the material benefits and for t
officials were not exerting themselves harshly the Arabs were free and entirelpetter administration of our ruleecognizes that a case exists for those who
amongst eacbther. In the course of time, too, they came to have compatriotscontrast Arab selfjovernment under the Turks with their situation under our
set over them, Arabs who acted indeed as Turkish officials and had to identifyegime. The Arabs, sums up the Commission, were indeed given opportunitie
themselves with Turkish rule, but none the less were Arabs. Musa Kazinof selfgovernment in 1922, but their leaders refused tbenthe ground that
Pasha, who led till his recent death #mb delegations to London, had been they would not amount to as much as they had under Turkey. The Commissic
governor of the Jaffa district under the Turks. records this fact without attempting to controvert it.

Therefore the Arabs are not unaccustomed to governing. The Turkish Still, that share in local sefovernment and that small say in the fuoktss
system which they administered was a bad one, and nobody could shine wffairs of Turkey which thérabs held, if they do show to advantage compared
office, but at least they haaerience of governmental routine. Dispatchesand wi t h t he Arabsd6 present abject pol
files and so forth are not the mysteries to the Arabs which is suggested by thauch. They were only enjoyed at the price of the surrender of national feeling
| atterdés description in Article 22 Meoiwhotelerised thamehadato tdrop Afab ratism and ec gsuTarkish f
Therein they are catalogued along with other mahde d peop!l es sabgectsinot yet
being able to stand by themselves under the strenuous conditions of the modern But Arab nationalism, or rather the feeling that Arabs had of individuality
worl d. o and of insulation from their rulers, which later was to take the usual guise o

This phrase of the Covenant, it may be as well to interpolate here, is part afiationalism, always existed amongst them. It had dormant pebotske so
the chicanery developed for the benefit of Palestine. In Pad#tin918 there many nationalisms began to emerge vigorously into life in thenmieteenth
were no strenuous conditions. Existence went along on traditional lines ircentury. It was stronger in Syria than in any other part of the Arab lands. Syri
general. Clearly, there would have been some gradual and quiet developmewas in contact with Europe. The Christians of the Lebanon, benefiting by thei
after 1918, with British help, if the Arabs had been left to themselves. But therespecal rights, led the way.
would have been no sudden appearance of strenuous modern conditions, The Syrians began the national renaissance with what may be called
because the Arabs had no desire to install them. intellectual rising. They made the printing press busy. They published ar

As soon though as we could, as soon as the then British Government couldrabic encyclopaedia. They translated Homer and Virgil and other classics, an
it imported the Zionists into Palestine and ipso facto created,i@grided to then the warks of more modern poets and essayists out of the various Europee
creat e, Astrenuous modern condi t i o rlamguagésnTheretwastmorea tham eegearch inthese discaveyies of Tha léerature
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the West. Reading great Western books, the youth of the country responded @man (the continuation of the Persian Gulf). It will be governed by an Arab
the sentiments of liberty tgefound in the poets, and to the themes of the sul t an as a | i ber al constitutional
essayists which were based implicitly on liberty of thought. They made Everybody in 1895 was liberal and constitntbin the Gladstonian fashion,
parallels between Homer 6s her oes armdditish question ahkther Arabia aould pnoduceotiees, or mdw, far tha matte
Each book, though born long before Turkey was born, dedpéneir Gladstones cut to the exact Hawarden pattern or Gladstonian constituents of t
discontent with their Turkish environment. Midlothian breed. But this does not matter. In the manifestth@fNational

In what is read lies the germ of what is to be written, and presently ArabicCommittee the project for an Arab state was publicly filed, its dimensions anc
newspapers appeared, dealing rather with the news of ideas than the newslafundaries were publicly declared, and the principle of a-despotic
happenings. In 1860 Boutros al Boustani founded tha¢ had considerable  government was laid down for it.
influence, the Nafeer Souriyyaor Syrian Trumpet a name sufficiently Arab leaders in Syria of course could not openly espouse Pris
explicative of the paper 6s mAlSisan on propbsale Theyesought fora meaaure ofafitonamly endek thenTdrkistv mule, ar
The GardenBeyrout, where were the foreign schools, became the chiefcentrd or med a fADecentralization Committ
of natioralist journalism, though the other towns of Palestine and North Syriapublished a scheme under which governing officials should only be appointe
had their share. Women began to take a part in the rising movement: several with the consent of la authorities, and also they demanded the creation of
them helped to edit sheets and pamphlets which became more patriotic anqmovincial diets.
more clandestine as Turkish atientby degrees was aroused. By the beginning of the new century, official Arab claims had grown bolder.

The movement went underground also. Secret societies were formed. It alsé still more representative committee numbering eigbty members, of
went abroad, for the Turks began to banish the more prominent nationalistsvhom half were Christian and half ddlem, was established, of which the

Some of these fled to Egypt and became the leaders of thd@uakish object was to secure a fiGener al Pr i
activities there. Others went to France which provided them not only with aSyria in fact.

refuge but with a natural forcinground for the growth of national feeling by The movement abroad and underground, aiming at complete independenc
reason of its own stir and agitation. gathered impetus meanwhile. The Paris National Comméttpanded into the

Ideas of freedom filled the air and moved Constantinople itself. Thars AfLeague of the Arab Motherlandod and
granted a Constitution in 1876, which stayed dormant however till 1896, wherof all Arab countries.
under renewed pressure from liberal elements a Parliament met. It was short Some hesitations upon policy came when the Young Turk movement gaine
i ved, but presently the AYoung Tu stierngth. WariouB personglitiea anmidstlee, Aratzs rwdre affitiatethitd 8 Brst,t h
Abdul Hamid opened gt another Parliament. It served the Arab cause, for thinking that as it was a general advance towards emancipation, it might be
Syria elected representatives along with the other countries of the Turkislk t ep al so towards the Arabsé goal
Empire, and they all were nationalists. the group which dethroned the Sultan, Abdul Hamid. Under his successol

This Parliament was dissolved in 1912. Most of the Arab members went intdlohammed V, Aabs held Cabinet posts and in general higher positions thar
exile, but tley had gained their status and now formed an authoritative Arabhad been their lot previously.
nucleus abroad, in secret touch with the homeland. The Arabs in France had But the Young Turk movement soon became more and more -ayskn
organi zed themsel ves. A fAiNational @ovementt intredecing theaidea df &uekish ratmnalism atdhe expense afrthi
an Arab of Egypt, Mustapha Pasha Kamel. previous Ottoman dynastregime. This meant the suppression of all-fiark

In 1895 this Committee issued a document of high importance. It was theslements in the life of the country, and the Arabs, seeing they had nothing t
prospective charter of Arab Independence, which was never to be lost fronfook forward to but subordination, soon began to break, openly or in secrel
sight and to reappear, some twenty years later, under the pen of the Sheredheir connections with Enver and his companions
Hussein, in Mecca itself. The essiahparts of its explanatory preamble ran, Arab hopes now centred in the secret and s&oiet national societies. The
iThe Arabs are awakened to their massttopoweald fulnadfi onhHizb sleimjdde rest ahimeot gi wnaes
homogeneousness and aim at separating themselves from the Ottoman bodhacddb f or shor t , or AParty of the Oa
and forming an independent State. . . . Its boundaries will be thenTigris because its members were afficers in the Turkish army, who swore, as
and the Euphrates to the Suez Canal and from the Mediterranean to the Gulf bfa wr ence puts it , Aito acquire the
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turn it against them, in the service of the Arab people, when the moment ofomething which sooner or later they felt they could slip, but they were very

rebellion came. 0 doubtful about their own prospects on soil which in the interval Europe might
A larger secret society, in some way ttieil counterpart of the Hizb Al have garnered from the Turks. These apprehensions have not proved so i
Ahd, wasthese a | Faath ofi | t was , says Lawr endomndedt he fisoci ety of freedom

in Syria. The lanebwners, the writers, the doctors, the great public servants, However, #ter the close of the Tripoli and Balkan conflicts, Arab pressure
linked themselves in this society with a common oath, passywsigiss, and a on Turkey grew, and the approach of the Great War found Syria close to
centr al treasury, to ruin the Tur kifosral déhmapdifar autodomyl Bug asfthe leventst wihithl usheredfin thehGres
fAl Arabiyah al Fatab whi ch means @AArab Yout BMagand afteswardsefathdwedritsare wfemoneportanbeethan anything else in
Young Arabs, in fact, who thus faced the Young Turks. It was founded in Paristhe history of the Palestine Question, it will be better to return to them at full
amidst Ard students there and some residents. Three of its founders haileténgth later. Some account must first be given and some comment made up
from Palestine and one of them was to become well known later on as Aunihe origins and the rise of the other force mentioned at theriagi of this
Bey Abdel Hadi, signatory of the Versailles Peace Treaty, and years afterchapter, Zionism.
internee of the Sarafend Concentration §am
The widestspread society of all was the Literary GiuBAl Muntada al
Adabibd which was founded at Constantinople in 1912, but like the other CHAPTER IV
societies had its main membership and organization in Syria. Ostensibly the
Literary Club had no political intests, but was concerned with social and The Jews in PalestideMi suse of t haDidtteey surviveeix i | e
literary pursuits. It could enjoy, therefore, a public existence. It produced a Palestine@ The two Zionism8 Early Zionist® Herzl and political Zionis@
widely read magazine, the joint editors of which were an Arab man of letters Refusal to be aware of the Arabs.
from Baghdad and Asem Bey Bseso, who came from Gazaultsiér, Jameel Few causes have owed so much to rgnoe as the cause of Zionism. This
Bey at Husseini, was from Jerusalem. The Literary Club of course, under covedoes not mean that Zionists themselves are ignorant. Far from it.
of its innocuous public meetings and conversaziones, was a focus of national What is meant by the debt of Zionism to ignorance is that the measure ¢
action. success which Zionism has won in British circles, above all its enrolment
There were several other smaller societies, but these three were th&midst British political causes, is in great part due to the ignorance of the
principal The reader will observe that the Arabs of Palestine, far from beinggeneral public. The cabinet ministers who adopted Zionism during the latte
inert, uninterested and obscure, were extremely prominent amidst thgears of the war were able to force it upon Palestine largely because no one
organizers of the movement. home knew anything about th@ore recent past of Palestine. Things were done
Lawrence, who did not care for townsmen and, despite his own gifts ofthere which would not have been ventured if the electorate of the Unitec
manipulation, did ot care for intrigue on behalf of any cause, speaks Kingdom had been informed and alert.
contemptuously of the Fatah. He would have wished its members to have No doubt some of the British politicians who were responsible may not have
sought freedom Athrough sacrifice, dadtsdinauth knowledgalnyselvesi ostheihigtory odtherlagdvtitey intended to
that it became a formidable organization. It is pdeditat the Arab societies at  govern. In this case, they might have read something of it and like othe
the time knew best what advanced their cause. apprentices have taken a course in the subject which they intended to profes
An Arab National Conference was held in Paris three years later, but th&ut most of them, | fear, had no interest in igiaing public ignorance. One of
Balkan and Tripoli wars gained for the Turks some respite from the Arab strainthem, Lord Balfour, went further. Lord Balfour kept himself determinedly
The more advanced Arab identists became nervous of the advance of innocent of everything concerning Palestine, and then exploited his owr
European arms against Turkey. It was not that they cared a whit for thénnocence. It was a state of mind which appealed to his peculiar cast c
preservation of the Turkish Empire, but that State did not present such aoharater.
obstacle to their hopes as did this European advance. The Tudkshwas One piece of general ignorance which helped enormously, and withou
doubt still helps the Zionist cause is the popular notion that all Jews were

_ — driven into world exile when the Romans took Jerusalem and destroyed th
I Auni Bey Abdel Hadi is one of the Arab delegates at the Conference convened by thel'emple in A.D. 70. As a mattef &act the Jews remained still strong enough in

Government at St. Jamesos Palace, beinoydshileftet the dilDrLabrtsAIbm to fadndtPa findt vokt Q)&y%/garsﬂa?efﬂ.e S

press.
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But that is a very minor point. The primal point is that most Jews were nevelRoman city, entidd Aelia Capitolina, and this particular area, their own
driven into worldwide exile at all. They left &estine, long before Roman capital, was forbidden to them. They chose in the main to stay in Alexandric
days, because they wanted to go. Under pressure of hard times or in hope afd in the other cities in which they had taken refuge.
bettering themselves they quitted the homeland and settled down all over the A group of their priests and teachers however never were exgeed
ancient universe. They were not exiled: they emigrated. They and theis, wh Palestine, though driven from this place to that. Eventually they came to res
they had the means, liked to come back for visits to Palestine, but they had nchiefly in Galilee, where they established rabbinical schools. They were men ¢
the least intention of returning to live there. strong faith, who when their visible sanctuaries were destroyed, mad

Their own writers teday, as in bygone days, quite recognize the situation:  sanctuaries of theiminds and kept alight in them the holy lamp of Jehovah.
They gained reverential repute throughout the Diaspora, the Greek wor
far and wide in all the countries of Hellenistic civilization, in Persia and generally used to designate the mass of Jewish settlements scattered about

) . world.
Babylon, Egypt and Cyprus, the isles of Greece and the coasts of Asia . . : ool .
Minor. nEarth and sea are full of ret?ﬁstgn ;QOP;[?E B?e?t?r‘?ee r%tlvtrléwg?eézﬂ:c:lbn}iﬁg en %m%ed\’/\fﬁaﬂg%r%fiyrv?h'eri(
Alexandria, thantellectual capital of the world [in the phristian era] P 9 Uous. P

: : it survived or vanished altogether is a moot point. No one can be quite sur
they were gathered in hundreds of thousands and occupied two of the . . .
fivey quartegrjs of the city. By their numbers and theirp commercial about what happened in the middle of the Dark Ages. Laurence Oliphant, th

prominence they held a position there, at the centre of thentOr traveler, about eighty years ago, paid a special visit to Bukera-BuEhera, a

analogous to that which the Jews hold in the metropolis of the New Y ! ! 1 2ge west —of Safad in Northern
World to-day. wilderness of desolation, 0 because

At the time of thedébacle(the fall of Jerusalem) writes Mr. Leonard to be the only Jewish canunity which had kept on the soil since the time of

: : : ; . : Christ. Such a tradition might well be accepted.
Stein] Palestine did not contain more than a fraction of the Jewish race. .
Flourishing Jewish commmities had long existed in Egypt and in After the battle of the Yarmook, to which reference has already been made

Cyrenaica, in Syria [north Syria, that is] and in Mesopotamia, in Italy in the first part of the seventh century, the Arab Caliphs who followed cgrtainl

and Greece. The Jews were dispersed lona before the collapse of the ruled over a number of Jews, for there is record that they treated them ver
Jewish Staté Indeed at the openi%g of the (?hristian era there gre said to tolerantly. The Jews existed in the chief towns and survived the convulsions c

have been only about 700,000 Jews in Palestine out of something like :Egynce;(étzfgéu\;frsﬁla?r?t the Crusaders slaughtered a considerable number wr
4,000,000 in the Roman Empire alone. When Saladin regained the realm he was kindly to the Jews, who by nov
The plain fact is that the vast majority of Jews for more than two thousancagain were very few. A scarcely known and curious episode of history was hi
years has been satisfied to live outside Palestine. They remained atiached reception in the year 1211 of three hundred rabbis of England and France, wt
Palestine, at least those who remained attached to it were very attached. Bsught to investigate th@ospects for Jewish immigration. They deserve surely
they were not and never have been exiles for an enduring space in any trae be called the first Zionists, and they show an example to their successors
sense of exile, as the comings and goings to Palestine of those who returnedttee twentieth century, who, before entering Palestine, did everything bu
visit it showed. Ai nvestigate prospectso amid Arabs.
Unfortunately this fact is not widely known. Our own politicians have been  Their misson however cannot have had any results, for some fifty years
the last men to disclose it. They preferred their constituents to think that théater, in 1267, there were only two Jews, brothers, living in Jerusalem. In 132’
Jews had been driveen massdrom their home and had been impedsd a small community was established there, who were dyers for the most part. 4
massdrom returning thither, anthat these conditions always prevailed. the beginning of the fifteenth cemuthere was a synagogue in the Holy City,
However, let us trace the course of the Jews in Palestine. After the finabut its congregation was oppressed and a hundred families, which must ha
insurrection, the land was laid waste. They were butchered in great numbetiseen about the sum total of believers, emigrated.
and were enslaved. Many of the Palestine Jews endured genuadoex During the fifteenth and sixteenth century the Jews in Jerusalem seem t
while, such as the Arab leaders have suffered in the Seychelles. Under theave varied imumber from 250 to 1,500 souls. The expulsion of the Jews in
emperors who followed Hadrian however they were allowed to return, thoughi492 from the Spanish peninsula accounted for the larger total. Most of th:
there was little then to induce them to return. Jerusalem had been made into a

The children of Israel, [says Mr. Norman Bentliavere scattered
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expelled Jews however who came to the Orient went not to Palestine but teolume, there would have been (as | have said) probably no Palestine Questi
Salonica, where they have remained ever since and no Arab cause to defend. It is only because this old connection i

The Moslem population of Jerusalem varied also at that time. It was 10,00@nterpreted after aahion which challenges the Arab ownership of the country
in 1481, by the account of travellers. But plague reduced it by a half within athat trouble has arisen and has become endemic.
few years, and the Jewish nucleus with it. That Arab right of ownership should not have had to meet a challenge s

Mr. Bentwich mentions a curious episode of the sixteerghtury. A groundless. It is a right whiéhit must be repeated again and a@aidevolves
member of a Jewish family exil ed f rugpomthd Arabs begaude ,theyDarenthelpoeseatprdpreddraasivies of faoeh o
become the most trusted diplomatist of the Ottoman Empire and had beepossessed the land when the Jews were not even yet a people. It devolves ¢
created Duke of Naxos, after entertaining and then abandoning the idea afpon the Arabs because they have been and -@&ytthe occupiers of the soil
establishing a Jewish anly in an island of the Greek archipelago, obtained for one thousand three himed years without a break, a period of time
from the Sultan Selim Il the grant of a large tract in Galilee, with the conveying such evident and absolute ownership that anywhere else in tf
permission to rebuild the town of Tiberias and to populate it exclusively with civilized world a kindred title would only be questioned by lunatics and
Jews. 0 This Selim was ¢énkdeChrStanddmabat wlisregarded liy Irogueg. Blowevdr,rsiaca this challenge was madpyestion
were destroyed at Lepanto by Don John of Austria. The Tiberias enterprisés, how did it come to be made? How did modern Zionism arise? It is a moder
never apparently was put into operation, but Mr. Bentwich, unaware probablynovement, whatever some of its protagonists may say about thenagdesire
of the embassy of the three hundred rabbis to Saladin, says of it that it was tled the Jews to repossess Palestine.
anicipation of the modern movement for the return of the Jews to their Mr. Leonard Stein, a conscientious writer, has someuctive paragraphs
ancestral soil, the first vague expression of the reviving national consciousnesen the attitude of Jews throughout the ages. He says that
and that some of the Jewish settlements in villages of Northern Galilee are
effects of it.

In the firsthalf of the next century 2000 Jews are reported in Jerusalem.
Their numbers fell to a thousand in 1730. Outside Jerusalem there were groups
only, for the most part in Safad and in Tiberias.

With the arrival of the nineteenth century comes the period afettar
numbers. A species of census made by Ludwig Franki in 1856 counted nearly
5,000 in Jerusalem, and there will have been rather more in the other parts of
the country. There was an estimated population of 20,000 Jews in the whole of
Pal est i ne htiegsh whichhiacreaded iugder modern conditions of
government and with the first foundation of Jewish colonies to 85,000 or so
before the war of 1914.

So much for the numbers of the Jews in Palestine. The figures which | have
guoted, and other such eviderasethere is, go to show that they may have kept
a minute thread, a mere filament of residence in a nook of Galilee from the time
of Christ. In the city of Jerusalem there was a break in their residency as the
Roman era merged into the Dark Ages, and rposbably one also after the
Crusades. Still, Jerusalem has been the real centre when they have lodged in The whole matter of the thing is in this paragraph. Till recent days, till the
Palestine amid the Arabs since Henry Ill ruled in England, six hundred and fiftystart of the nineteenth century, say, the cry of the Jewish racalfstiRe has
years ago. During these centuries they maintained, though with witatuty been a religious one. That has made it, to begin with, only nhominally the cry o
it i's not possible to say, t he c e theJewish yace,csihce duvwa thel miilliorgs of dewws hovwhneany Wave de@n bour
memory of their destroyed Temple. by the horizons of commerce and of humanitarianism, and have seen n

There is nothing in all this to disturb any defender of the Arab cause infurther? Those othem who did look beyond, dwindling into a smaller and
Palestine talay. If modern Jewish immigration, in continuancetioé old smaller minority as the centuries went past, never thought they would occup
connection, had been properly begun and conducted and had been reasonabl®alestine till a time had come when Time would be no more. The Messial

Jews might have lived for generations in Poland or Russia, in Italy,
Spain or the Rhineland: but Palestine was still the Land of Israel.
Through good and evil days alike, Palestremained the desire of their
hearts. In the ease and security of Andalusia, hardly less than in the
gloomy recesses of the Ghetto, they stretched out their hands to
Palestind sang of it, prayed for it, wept for its fallen majesty, and
patiently awaitedhe hour of redemption.

[He goes on:] The Palestine of which they dreamed had for most of
them long ceased to be the Palestine of concrete reality. Of its
geographical position or of its physical form they knew little or nothing.
They were not bound to iy ties of personal affection, nor haunted by
memories of its sights and sounds. It was not indeed a mere abstraction.
The return of the exiles [Mr. Steiould c a | | them the
ffassuredly would be a return tin t
come as the result of human effor
with the appearance of the Messiah.
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would bring them back to a Palestine transfiguresteapingstone tothenext answer i s not free from doubt. o He

world. It was not for a territory, not so much for earth that they prayed asfoc hance of an idea of the kind havi |
Heaven. It has been left to an entirely different set of men, not at all theirheirsasnd he recognizes as a possibility
the Zionists of teday, to insinuate that they did dream afedimited country, Napoleonwasamoe nt ary Zi onist. o0 The adj et

and to produce atlases to measur e tthespace ofdimedarmg whichsNapoleon wauld iavedeen adionist. n .
There were some rather fanciful beginnings to modern Zionism just after the This odd little episode indeed might have been scarcely worth recording
French Revolution. An anonymous letter to the Jews of France, published bjiere, were it not for a singular sequel to it. Mr. Guedaldé s r esear ¢
one of them in 198, suggested the creation by the Jews of the world of amatter were made public by him in the form of a lecture which he delivered or
Jewish Council, which should treat with the French Government for thethe 25th of May in 1925 to the Jewish Historical Society of University College,
restoration of Palestine t o pfoposesto t rLendon.tAs ibhaménedpMr.d loyd &eodtge Wia & guesicobthenSbaetyabnvite
occupy 0 said t he c h ar a clud® rsubject itoc such e xotcasion,faadhadtdr kthe leictare he proposed the usual vote of thanks to tl
arrangements as shall be agreeable to Féahogver Egypt, with the addition lecturer. In this address he was franker and more expansive upon th
of a district which shall have for its limits a line running from Acre to the Dead circumstances under which Zionism was adopted by the-cakinet, and
Sea and from the south point o®6nta h aespedialdylbyehimself, tharhhe haRlestl anyRieea sinde. AT thesproper juntcturer
expound the economic advantages to everyone of this calmly proposetishall cite his remarks. It is a strange combination of circumstances indeed:
occupation. semiapocryphal declaration of the French Empire: an esoteric lecture upon it
Some very uncertain evidence makes Napoleon toy with a species of Zionidtundred and twentfive years later: Mr. Lloyd Gege blurting out thereon
scheme. On the 22nd of May in 1799 a message appearedhitotiiteur, the why he adopted a policy which is proving a disaster for the British Empire.
official organ of tle then French Government, dated from Constantinople, Returning to the history of Zionism, it was only in the latter part of the last
wh i ¢ h Banaparte a fait publier une proclamation, dans laquelle il invita century that it either took on any importance or took a political aspet82Ip,
tous |l es juifs de | 6Asi e et de | 6 Afthe Jeyishephilanthsogish $irrMoseeMontefiorey who was dha first 3ew ever dk
r ®t abl ir | 6anci enmarmd enrgrasdanbneora,. et léuts leera Sheeriff df &gndon, visited Palestine, and conceived the hope of settling, ¢
bataillons menacent Alep. That i s, AfBonaparte ha®ecaasdd Atpooclaamdmat odn otweoe Wbe et hr en
issued, in which he calls upon the Jews of Asia and of Africa to join his colourscompanyfor the purpose and applied to Mehemet Ali, the Egyptian Pasha whc
in order to reconstitute ancient Jerusalem. He already haslaxrroonsiderable  then held Syria. But Mehemet Ali was driven back to Egypt and the plan of Sii
number of them, and their battal i onMoseafeleghroughr eat eni ng Al eppo. 0
Some weeks later thigloniteur, for reasons which alas! remain unknown, Various writers during the next few decades gave birth to schemes for th
proceeded to €@«cobpat e pidb siatle fudpepileanitasattidment dlews or nurtured the idea that they should be resettled. Some ¢
rendre aux juifs leur Jerugam que Bonaparte a conquis la Syrie. Il avait de these were Gentiles, Laurence Oliphant being the most conspicuous. His, at
plus vastes desseins . . . de marcher sur Constantinople, pour jeter de lmost of the plans suggested, began to be political in character. There
| 6®pouvante dans Vie@niket eit s dmaos R umslsgddal bumgueirstheditte ®f thinlesent to Queen Victoria in 1846 by a
the Jews their Jerusalem that Bonaparte has conqugned i a, 0 s &Lylanel Gebrge GawleThe Tranquillization of Syria and the East by the
Moniteur. AHe nourished vaster p | aEstablishment. of JewishoJolonigsaimr RalestiAeNr. Hbllingswortht ahfrank e
Constantinople, to cast terror i nt opolddalemestrohMr.drnmShiore, Buggested thdt a Jewish Ssheuld be
These extracts from the French organ have been studied and have besat up in Palestine under British suzerainty in order to protect the road to India.
followed up by Mr. Philip Guedallavhose lively mind plays amid them and A few colonies were founded beginning in 1870, by a society called
inquiring sense is unsatisfied altogether about them. He can find no trace of th&hoveve Ziod o r AfLovers of Zion. 0 The
proclamation amidst the archives of the Egyptian expedition, nor any trace ofounded south of Jaffatill exists.

other documents confirming or even referring to it. Mwidh battalions ever It was persecution, in two very different forms, which really brought modern
threatened Aleppo. No one threatened Aleppo, not even Napoleon, who nevé&ionism into being. In the year 1881, in the reaction from the assassination c
came near it. the liberal Tsar Alexander Il, a wave of tyranny rose in Russia. One of the toc

Asking himself in consequence whether the restoration of a Jewish State ifrequent pogroms against the Jews followed as a matter of course, and tt
Pal estine was any part of B o n aTpea r t legiBlation pvhich reyccedded. this @asesd despote and @joirlous dosthemn tha
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great numbers fled the country. The majority made for the United States, wherimtolerable. His was a stegap idea, destined really to deal with the existing
within thirty-five years the @&wish population increased from 250,000 to situation of the depressed Jews, and did not peer much into the future. In 18¢
3,000,000, and made of New York with its million of these the chief Jewishhe published his theories in a book entitldel Judenstaag, The Jewish State

residence in the world. This made a great sensation and was read in translations in all parts of t
A certain number however turned t worlhal esti ne. AfThree thousand Jews, O
Mr . Stein, il andee moaths ofltlhef ehamtmewti of tha n Heral atlvery first did not advocate the establishment of the Jewish State i

Russian Oo6May Lawsd of 1881. 0 He poHalestinge. Hicty was tfoh aa Statet hiere, Yheray anyveherea as toegvas it wap
colonist, men who by implication preferred Palestine to the United States or tdewish State. He received indeed, some years later, an offer from the Britis
any other place of refuge. Previous colonists when they went to Relésiil Government , t hrough t he medi um of
had no choice between going there ®©Ondagoizangi anywhehes quark hikes of idiahahited flards i«
Stein, Afwer e t hwond sentomerd whichcyavet toreahe pidusl in the highlands of British East Africa. Herzl would have closed with this offer
consolations of the Holy Cities. 0O of 1903, prompted by the interest which Mr. Balfour, the Prime Minister, had
The fact is notable, and so is the phraseology used to deciiiv so far as long taken in Jewish affairs. It was, thought Herzl, a step tgdhaé A night
there had been a link between Palestine and scattered Jewry, it was this samee f u g e, a Anachtasyl, 0 he called it
fodwdrl d sentiment, 0 the strengt h o ftimewhere wene todmany oghergin the Zlonishmsoeemént whase thosights \we)
he asseverates a Jewish continuity based upon it, in the paragraphs of hiseted on Palestine, and they brought about a refusal, albeit a grateful and
guotal a page or two back. But the new colonists would have nothing to dgpolite one, of the African offer.
with old-world sentiment. Yet, while they repudiated it, they made use ofit, Her z 1| 6s own attitude t owar ds Pal
acting as though it still were there. This employment of bridges into Palestineéndispensable, it was the location which he would prefer for the Jewish State
after blowing them up was ieéd to become a commonplace of the singular His writings had awakened and had coalesced a good deal of Jewish feelin
modern Zionist movement. and repesentatives of the race from many lands gathered in 1897 at Basle i
The second act of persecution which had so much influence in determinin@witzerland to hold the first Zionist Congress. The Sultan of Turkey had beel
the rise of this movement was exerted against a single man, not a multitude. #pproached in the meantime, and there seemed some chance of his grantin
was the condemnation and the taor$ation to Guiana of Captain Dreyfus. The charter of occupation in Palestirio the newly formed Zionist Organization.
well-known Neue Freie Presseewspaper of Vienna, sent as its correspondent The aim was a Chartered Copriviegenand
to Paris in 1891 a young Jew of Budapest hamed Theodor Herzl. Three yeaheadquarters in London. In his presidential address Herzl was guided by th
later Herzl had to chronicle the Dreyfus trial and all theratant antisemitism and pr ocl ai med t hat At he a ifomheaéwislZ i c
which it aroused. What he saw and heard made such a deep impressionuppre opl e a publicly recognized homel g
him that he grew conscious of his own people and of their difficult situation infact the Chartered project fell through. Abdul Hamid himself had been not sc
the world. Hitherto he had thought of himself as an Auslmogarian subject disinclined to dispose of Palestine and its people for a return in cash, but th
and o more. Now he thought of himself as a Jew and nothing else. Where hisum which he had asked, ten million pounds, was beyond attainment. He
fellow-Jews had emigrated physically from Russia, he emigrated mentally frombecame aware, too, as negotiation went on and grew known, that there w
Austria. more and much stronger Moslem sentiment against the plan than he he
Herzl reviewed the condition of the Jews. In Eastern Europe they wereexpected, and his willingness for the bargairséeed correspondingly. He
oppressed. In Western Eurofteey were tolerated at the best, as it seemed to indeed gave a promise, in answer to remonstrations from Palestine, that |
him, and in some countries toleration was wearing thin. Wherever Jews livedwould impose a check on Jewish immigration, though he did not do much tc
the more their very capacities advanced them and increased their influence fulfil it. On the fall of his throne, the Zionists placed some hopes in the Young
that country, the more was its Gentile populatidtedr by them and made Tur k s, who had a strong Jewish tin
increasingly hostile to them.
Herzl brooded on this indeed terrible dilemma, and he came to the
conclusion that the sole solution for it was for the Jews to have a State of their[The British East India Company. The origif the expression seems unknown,
own. He did not intend by this a State to which all Jelsuld repair, butone Presumably deriving either from John St

to which those should go whose position in Russia or elsewhere had growﬁther Johns were involved its goings on that it became a popular quip to the newspape
reading publici Ed.]
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and Progress was largely under D6nmé, crjp® w , i nfluenceo slaryst tge rf Roatal dl ace the quotation
Storrs), but the Zionists soon enough were disillusioned. The Young TurksFirst Zionist Congress, which | hevalready given, is worth studying again.
were a local cabal, to which Rsiarrinspired Jewish nationalism made nosort AiThe ai m of Zi onism, 0 he said, i s
of appeal. To have identified themselves with political Zionism would havepu bl i cly recogni zed homel and under
been to disidentify themselves with their doctrine of Turkish nationalism. guoted the words of his precursor, Dr. Pinsker, wh@Billwrote that the Jews
There is no occasion here to go at length into all the egsietails of the Amust be amaationamomg natobndy he aaquisition of a home
rise of preWar Zionism. The 1897 Congress was the first of a long seriesheldof t heir own. 6 [ The italics are min
in various <cities and countri es. AAgDheop mitetrelsy mdmadhePRear laisament 0 s a
writer has called these Congresses. The Eleventh was held in Vienna inthe yeldro me 6 p hr as e f o u n dation had beeredevided|by Ziamist
before the War. Herzl himself died prematurely, from overwork, in 1904. Thel eader s decades before it was proc
Zionist Organization was founded to embody the movement, to arrange the ol i c vy . Moreover, the word AHomeo Vv
Congresses, and generally to form a representative body for purposes af periphrasis, or more properly as a pseudonym for a Jewish Stadeimwitd
negotiation. Its membership rose at ¢inge to 200,000 but declined to 130,000 period of incubation, but there never was any concealment about its meanir
at the outbreak of the War. when it was invented by the first Zionist leaders. When Herzl spoke of &
In comparison with the number of Jews in the world then, somewhere aboui h o mel andd he meant a sovereign St .
thirteen million, 130,000 was not a large proportion, particularly when this he admitted. Pinskervnot e of t he Ahomed as a AfAr
proportion was obliged by its own &3 to offer itself as representing the This establishes what so many interested parties do not care to ha\
whole of Jewry. It did not of course do so at all. Some of the impoverished an@stablished, that Zionism from the start, wherever it was to be installed, stoo
downt rodden Jews and a group of fi i n foredovereignty.uTde preteacesc af lpaatmerstipe athd of @brelthority enw s
Russia and in a number of oirte lofethe ¢ @alesting theenselvea thaefensi@elvith Hubichz till Gns 193d@ dPartition was
Jewish State. The average commercial Jew, the bulk of orthodox rabbis anflankly proposed, it had been thought to delude the Arabs, never were the ai
their congregations. the Jew settled in one of his many modern Alexandriagf the movement. This always was what Herzl said itdanssvereignty. The
nine-tenths of the race that is to say, fought shy of it. other formula wa only put forward while it was believed that the Arabs might
As usual however, the small group ialh wanted to go somewhere and to be deceived by a system under which they would only lose their natura
do something had its own way very much. The 130,000 Zionist cavalry chargeduthority by degrees.
into the Chancelleries of Europe and America and created an excitement and an The point of essential sovereignty is not the only one which emerges fron
impression of overwhelming unity, unaltered by the pedestrian Jemwikbns Dr . Her z1 0 s eadiegcthem,rtlzetreaden may beRconscious of a
living peaceably at home. The existence of the-Ziomist multitude, though, is remar kabl e anomaly in them. I f Her z
a point which, to say the least of it, deserves to be remembered, now and at @t unenfranchised Jews should get away from their false environment an
times. Whenever a political Zionist declares that Zionism as begun in Palestinfbound a State where they would be by themselves and se legtials of any
wasthe cause of the Jews, he can always be gently corrected. It was not thmen, if this was what Herzl meant, how then could he come to conside
cause of the Jews, it was a cause of Jews. Palestine as a spot where such a State could be founded? It was a territc
The chief result of the passage of the sixteen years between the First and there the Jews could not be ssdfcure, for the Arabs were already living there
Eleventh Zionist Congresses was that the doctrine expoundedna changed in hundreds bthousands. How could Herzl fix his eyes on Palestine then,
definitely from HerzIl 6s scheme f or wheaeu the rcanditions efor dnesp Siis is e d fJeeulv ssneél av eaS ttaet
their own. It changed into the modern Zionist doctrine of making Palestine aunobtainable?
Jewish country, in order to regenerate the status of the Jew outside it, and to The question may well be asked. But it would be difficult for Zionism to
provide a spiritual sanctuary for his national feelings or national sanctuary forprovide an answer to it. Nothing is mosgnificant of the character of the
his spiritual feelings, whichever he preferred. Zionist movement than the fact that in those crucial days of last century it neve
That closes the story of piar Zionism so far as it need be told for present paid the least attention to the Arabs who peopled the country upon which all it
purposes. There are, though, some matters in cbonegith it which have a efforts were directed. Not a lift of a Zionist eyebregems to have been wasted
marked bearing on the problems ofday. These particular points have been upon an Arab form.
noted little and still less driven home.
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The sincere Mr. Stein is one of the few Zionist writers who seems conscious | cannot see how it can be held that for six years a great number
of this shortcoming. He does what admétedicimtalligent educatedanien rényained ignoranii aVthes presekice of zhk
expl ains, Ahad spoken of anotQehedless te r Aralfsf Ifr theyndid reneain Scuignorant) dheirgi Wwas ashbadda case of culpabl
say, contemplated any eviction of the Arabs of Palestine in favour of the Jewsgnorance as can be imagined, and they cannot be allowed to profit by it. But
He was, to judge from his Congress addresses, hardly aware that Palestine hdal not believe in this ignoranceand | maintain that the hadihdhalf
settled inhabitants, and he had, in perfect good faith, omitted the Arabs fom hiprolongation of it which was kept up till the War, and to all intents was
calcul ations. 0o resumed afterwards (as will be seen when the Balfour Declaration is analyse:

Was there ever anything more extraordinary than this? Vast plans are maddtogether discredits the leaders of the Zionist cause as sviiea friends in
engaging the destinies of a multitude of people, yet the man who engendersur own Cabinet.
these plans never takes the essential first step of surveying the land where he There were nineteen Jewish colonies established in Palestine before the ye
proposesd carry them out. Nor apparently do any of his associates suggest it td900. The colonies of Rishde-Zion, Zichron Jacob and Rosh Pinah had been
him. There might be no Arabs in the world for all the difference it makestohimf ounded i n the early 06ei ght iddledfronand
or to his associates. Russia. The international Jewish Colonization Association, founded by Barot

Year by year Zionist congresses are summoned, and from their platformslirsch in 1891, was busy in 1900 reorganizing these colonies, which had bee
and in thecorridors of the assembly speakers discourse incessantly aboubvers ubsi di zed by Bar on EdOnmaveve Ziod e o R
themselves, about champions and about opponents of the cause withintherarfkd. o v e r s o f izatibn, establishedrirgRussia, but with committees in
of Jewry, about the dovetailing of-fitting factors in their programme, about Vienna, Berlin, New York, Paris and London, had been engaged in Jewisl
their hopes and their fears of @ie help, about their own culture and their s et t | ement for six years. The fAJew
own need for spiritual expansion. Without doubt these were reasonable ancegistered in England to collect funds for use in Ralesand had received a
respectable topics. When however were they put aside to consider the existengeu ar t er of a million pounds in it:
of inhabitants in the land which the Congress membensopsal to acquire?  created to acquire land in Palestine, was founded in 1901. In Jerusalem the
When indeed? Was a single dayés s e svard nmanythousands of dews) antl alsoi@daffagr ess devot ed
discussion of the understanding which must be reached with the people of All these trusts and coloniesé the people who inhabited them were in
Palestine? Not one. regular continuous communication with Jewish bodies and persons throughot

Her zl 6s own situation is theomo s tEurepe and Ancericd.iMang of the Jeviis ofaldrdsalem were sybsidizedl by piot
celebrated. He goes about the world spreading his gospel. He interviewso-religionists, so that they alone were responsible for a nktwair
monarchs and chiefsf-government. Strange interviews they must have been, correspondence between Palestine and innumerable synagogues a
for he is closeted with the Sultan, the ruler of Palestine, yet comes awag ongr egat i ons @hoeveve Yiobh earned. tThhee sfie ¢c ul
without news that Palestine$ a population. He interviews the Pope and talks necessarily were drawn into association with the Zionist Organization and witt
with him of the custody of the Holy Places, but never learns of the Christianthe Zionist Congresses. At Basledaat the succeeding Congresses there was
inhabitants who frequent them. He even visits Palestine, but seems to findhfinite discussion about the colonies.
nobody there but his felloews. Arabs apparently miah before him as in In a hundred ways the conditions prevailing in Palestine and the existence «
their own Arabian Nights. The Arabic tongue at the moment of utterance ighe Arabs and the varying ways in which the Arabs reacted to existing colonie
transmuted magically into Hebrew or Yiddish or German! and to the prome of more colonies must have been known to all active

But it is when we turn from Herzl to his associate leaders, and still moreZionists.
when we consider the action dfie chiefs of Zionism who immediately The only conclusion then, and it is a conclusion forced upon the observer, i
succeeded him, that this plea of not having perceived the Arabs cannot hihat if Zionism was unaware of the Arabs it was because most Zionists
entertained. We are given to understand that this blankness of view persistguerceived an obstacle in the Arabs and ditdwant to be aware of them. The
for some six or seven years. Mr. Stein, writing of the periotiddl@05, says  Zionist leaders, and the more prominent of their followers, obsessed with th
that Ait was now coming to be r eal iabsardnotioh thdat PaRstihechadtalivayebeem the patniroony ottine @aws, did r
died after the Sixth Congress, in 1904, and his death makes a point dhtend to be aware of anything which conflicted with this. Toehavade
demarcation. approaches to the Arab population, and to have discussed at any length the |

which that population presented or might present to the accomplishment c
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their plans, would have [been] to disconfess the plea upon which those plarsought out quite automatically, and would have been canvassed by those wi
were based. It wodl have disclosed to most of the n@gwish world, and proposed to suggest themselves as their partners.
indeed to a good part of the Jewish world, that there was a factor in existence This never was done. No contacts were made either with the mass
which upset the whole formula of Jewish ownership. peasantin the countryside or with the professional men and the other dwellers
| do not say that all of the leading Zionists viewed the matter quitkis in the towns. No public meetings were arranged to enlist the sympathies of th
fashion. Some of them will have thought about the Arabs in a carelesstising generation of nationalist Arab youth. No speeches were heard then, ar
indifferent way. They will have considered them as nobodies who wouldno letters were written tieto The Timesabout Jews and Arabs hand in hand
disappear presently, decamping from the soil after a little money had been spewborking out the future of Palestine.
or by some other almost nmaal sequence. They would vanish like the mist With these points in mind, the reader will understand better now why the
before the sun of Zion. Arabs make no response to the protestations of friendliness with which they ai
Those who thought like this wasted no time in discussing persons of suclassailed at inteals.
little import as the Arabs. As far as they themselves were concerned the Sultan
of Turkey was the temporary pdption of Palestine. Of him they did talk, and
with him they dealt, if unsuccessfully. CHAPTER V
But most of the principal figures of Zionism must lie under the imputation
of not having desired to perceive the Arabs. Their attention had been called to The Powers and the Arab National Movengefihe Headship of the Movement
thembyonema at | east who belonged tlo t hiffSrto HeeeR the Sherges HussI g 5 EFMyh o ARIU! T ah
Achad Ha 6 a mnamedf Asheh @inslgery,nvhose essays and treatises K|tchene6 War between Britain and Turk&yBritish negotlatlons for Arab
became the literary focus of all Jews who opposed the establishment of a support begin.
Jewish State. His patent disinterestedness asmdalbiuism marked him out In the third chpater the progress of the Arabs towards emancipation from
amidst his contemporaries. He declared that the political Zionists, that is to satheir Turkish rulers was traced to a period within sight of the Great War. The
those who worked for a Jewi sh St at esecretwe semsecreusoareiies which \woekedcfax Arabeindepéndence,aor, asna
he in 1897, Aneeds at pr esemnS$tatebhut First step) f@ Arablattonomy,éhad ggrowmygotverfal.MTheinamete gb sevekhle r
only the creation in its native land of conditions favourable to its developmenthave been given. The more notable by now, each working to the common er
a goodsized settlement of Jews working without hindrance in every branchofi n i t s o w Al Fataty ; Al AheallrAeabi,id0 t he A Ar &lb E
culture, from agriculture and handiMuntad&Adibi, G ot Bei éihé¢ ¢ eaKhalayyeldCtl GrbedobHisb dlthiiee
Ac had Hatéstednevem rsome years before the Basle ConferenceAhd 0 t he fA Soci @ltThevrigetul-Arahieh O att thed ; i Ar a
against the Zionist wilful or casual exclusion of the Arabs. It was folly, he said,fiNahdatul-Lubanyeh 6 t he A Awakeni ng Islghyed her
to treat them as wild men of the desert who could not see what was goingofi Re f or mi st OAl-Lgmadckariegh 0 atntde A(t o gi ve it
around them. At the Basle Conference hefisato | i t ar y ami d hDesentrBlization hehgueg. Ofi ktethease t he Lebanese
mourner at aweddinfeast , 0 and wrote afterwaidtde GDedéeher aloimpattit en absaguwed ys o mew
of Herzl s statesmanship, ai med i neaneda bompleteairtdepandehce WonsTrkes,tpassibdy though tRraulghelect
Twentyt hr ee years | ater, in 192@®we h eutomony.t e, AFrom the very beginnin
have always ignored the Arab peopl e. ®heHislial Ahd 06 ¢ o mp o s e th the Turkishf Army,cwas of its
That is the truth. The Zionist movement, as it took shape, aimed atvery nature more secret and did not entertain thewejfgoal of home rule. It
superseding, or expected to supersede, the Arabs on their own soil. It is vain féwoked forward to mutiny on a great scale and secretly prepared it. Its membe
the defenders of the system which has developed in Palestine these were men with the temperament of their calling, without neartact with the
beginnings to try and deny their real character now. If, as they assert, thé/est, and they were suspicious of any prospective Western aid. It was stronge
Zionist goal was always friendship with the Arabs, then not alone would suchamidst Mesopotamians, born remote from the sea, and its adherents we
warnings as Achad Habébamdébs have be esgattered anitdst thany Turkigh gagrisomnso ul d have been n
necessity for their utrance. From the first moment the Arabs would have been  On the other hand the civil societies were iresgph by Western examples,
were full of men who had had Western educations, and some of these societi
had begun upon foreign soil. They were strongest in Syria which was ir

! http://en.wikipedia.mg/wiki/Ahad_Ha'am
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perpetual contact with the West through its Mediterranean seaboard. It washere had been a precedent for French military intervention in 1861, whel
inevitable that they should look for some sort of help from the West, and theyFrench troops had been dispatched to Syria after a massacre of Christi
did their best to establish contacts with the Powers chiefly concerned, Gredéyrians. This intervention might have become French occupation, if the gree
Britain, France, and in a lesser degree, Russia. Nor did the Powers concernddyrd Dufferin, sent out from England, had not skilfully settled the matter with

however circumspectly thelgehaved, evade these contacts. The bupakf the Turks before the French forces arrived, so that there was no excuse for the
Turkey had long been in prospect and it was but rational to keep in touch witho stay and they made a rather lame return to France.
those who at any time might succeed her. M. Bompard in 1913 could not listen oburse to such proposals. He told

Britain and France at least displayed a watchful interest in the progress diis visitor that the best thing the Arabs could do was to be faithful to the Sultan
the Syrian o Arab national movement. In fact they showed something more and by evident fidelity to win from Turkey the right to have their own Syrian
than interest. They extended, not perhaps both in the same degree and in tbiicials in charge of the Syrian administration. Thus, bei sdls aurgient
same manner, for each had its own fashions, an attitude towards the Syrians®al i s® toutes | es reformes r ®ali ssea
which is difficult to define but is a regaized diplomatic attitude. In its then la suite sortir toutes les autreso
stage, it might be called encouragement without encouragement. Those to The Ambassador, who had the experience of his rank, added for M
whom it was extended felt themselves to be encouraged, while those whBoi ncar ®56s i nf or mati on rtoh atf whheer eB edy
extended it felt that they had not encouraged them. will make the same appeal to the British, and will compare their answers witt

The recipe for thisttitude, as may be imagined, is a delicate one. Its very mi n eJe souhdite 0 added Mqu Belmpegs ds o ified aluhs
ingredients can hardly be listed. It goes without saying that they do not includé&mbassador does not seem to have been quite so sure of British correctness
of fici al negotiations, for nNo r especet anbilgeh t P ohweevred sb eaentb ,sosghaieid owilei aihs,e ohii m ih
engage in negotiations with conspina plotting to overturn the rule of the notation of diplomatists, is always employed to express a hope rather than |
government to which they themselves are accredited. But unofficial personsope.

who have unofficial relations with official persons can always form a link. It is extremely unlikely that Mouayid Bey got any change out of Cairo, our
Consuls have to make reports about more than surface conditictheir own people always bejg twenty times more correct and careful than their
districts, and they must gain knowledge in some discreet way. colleagues of any other country, though remaining obstinately well informed.

Unofficial persons, it is true, will negotiate perhaps with prospective rebelsMeanwhile however there had been an abortive rising in the Yemen, and th
no more openly than do consuls and diplomatists. Their business is to gatheews of this, in which Syrians had had a hand, haa Ipeuch exaggerated in
information concerning condins where they are stationed or sent. But Syria. The French Cons@eneral in Damascus, M. Ottavi, sent, in February, a
information can only be gained by conversation and the closer this is with theninute to M. Bompard, telling him that the rumour was that a former deputy of
persons about whose activities inquiry is being made the more reliable and thBasra, Seyyid Taleb, had raised the standard of revolt and had declared tt
more worth sending it is. Such conversation means aeratanding of the Mesopotamia and the Koweit district were henceforth an Arab State unde
interl ocutorés point of Vi ew, a n d British gretectson. MnQdtavirsajd heodid not believe all tig; thérd had beeih ala
sympathetic consideration, and sympathetic consideration into amicablef s moke but | ittle fire. Al n my o
relations. Between friends there is no limit to the theoretic horizons which mayoy an AngleEgyptianmani uvr e designed to evo
be discussd and to the prospects which may be envisaged. glittering mirage of the reconstitution of the Empire of Haroun al Rashid under

They were being envisaged, with a gradually broadening outlook upont he PbPgi s of Great Britai n. oGereral hidi s
AArab autonomy, o6 in 1913, i n Syr i a warnidt teevmeus fnous Faevond simplemdént édigfe | d 6 uT ke maa
the war, which were to include unexpected fates for variowgirdents, agents de Lord Kitchenero b u't on second thought
fortunately allow some of their general trend to be followed now. In the January ef erri ng t o Lord Kitchener 6s urege.!
of 1913 the French Ambassador in Constantinople, M. Bompard, sent ama nT uv r eégyptiangd @@ The shadow of Fashooc
account to M. Poincaré, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, of a talk which he hadthen.
had with ShefikBey el Mouayid, an Arab notable and deputy. The latter with A month before M. Ottavi 6s note wa:
what must have been disconcerting openness asked the Ambassador, in tingoortant move in the Arab campaign for autonomy. A public meeting had
course of conversation, whether France, if Turkish forces were sent to Syria tbeen held in Beyrout with the agreement of the liberal Vali, or Governor, unde
keep it under Turkish rule, would send amwgcorps to Aleppo to intervene. t he auspices of a n eeeloyExamioe Adraeirdstrave r i
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Reform. 0 This was composed of t wel tode phbkses.lTeerastgnomiste @rhed & indefgendensetbut éhought itaviset to |
interesting to observe, one Jew. But the frlendly Kiamil Pasha fell from powerup with autonomy for the present.
in Turkey, and the AUnion and Pr ogr B theé cle@vwage eon then guedtion & Power doe whidhi thes mationake d
Beyrout Committee and warned the people of the town that a-weutial movement should turn for help was perhaps a more evident cause ¢
would deal with any more such illegal manifestations. disagreement. The Moslem elements lobbied very successfully for Gres
This forced the administrative section of the Arab movement abroad oncdritain, so much so that M. Pichon sent a circular letter to the French consuls i
more. The Decentralization League held a meeting in Qaiktarch, at which Syria in which, without naming names, he said that the Reformist movement
a Syrian, M. Tueni , Aauxi | i-@engral thr aghicmiad beenfso favbueableRa Feanae, mowGvasveeting awag. The Const
Beyrout o, was present Ain his pri weareeconnremeddd be helpfa ®© theaRefonmistsh that is, thef menhbare of tk
Committee of the League. 0 The r e adwrouswiatiohal goa@eties,eand tstem the AMab clrnerd rstraying frgnr e
item in the castruction of the diplomatic attitude just now described. The francophilism.
meeting passed a resolution, as M. Tueni informed his superiors, in favour of A more definite move was made on behalf of the Foreign Minister by M. de
Syria being created an autonomous principality under the rule of a MoslenMar ger i e, who sent from the Quai d
prince and the protection of France. M.ehu was instructed to inform the had been received from the Resid&atneral in Tunis.
French Minister in Cairo, M. Defrance, of this, for which the French Minister

thanked him, and agreed fat M. Tueni 0Therehasbeencpmmunlcated[|trz;}m]%otheT S|an§§>vernment

cerfain q%acht'i{ c%rregpcgndenc it "By TUnfsians Yidtng irf

what had macicsura edi, mpgil e t i tr eecildbdend i CHista rpopl Bteyr thnd r(é??acco |gtowh|ch repr sentatluv%

maintenir loaction du comit® dansT hleaof thé rlﬁsh o(?/ernmgnt Ipaveug ntd fotich \?/I darigerso a%es
rules of the game were being scrupulously observed. The message was thought

i mportant enough for M. Paleol ogue, agh rell%ous Ie‘aderts the MM%c%a ac ceftalnid erson e;‘j;r%he S,

. ; . . et muéu mar)sb ndih M & wit
send it tothe ConsulsGeneral in Damascus and in Beyrout, though it cannot forming bonds of sympathy and of common interests between the
have conveyed much news to the latter.

" . . religious capitals of Islam and the Briti&overnment.
But about a week later M. Defrance was writing a disatch to M. Pichon, now According to ome of this correspondenc addresseg from Beyrout

Mi nister of Foreign Affairs, which " Britlsh adéntsif' & |aa|gevﬁn)éwﬂc‘n gcﬁ el the ehdedvour 1

o the (Datenialvation) Commition were aother 25 dosene ot ae umammovs 2fiNG about the triumph of British influence at Beyrout, Smyma and
Damascus. It would seem that certairmbers of Parliament have

T ol e osuan0eCie f Vs ASia Minr g he coming ummer and 10 oy h
9 y y ’ country and its inhabitants at first hand. It is upon the advice of these

which he occupies at Beyrout, gives evidence of a certain excess of zeal on 0|ItIICIanS that the M?S|€F§ Hstlan éngoc'at'on has apparentl)( been

behalf of an i mmediate and radical q
. : . es ablléhed i §|s {he object of thi Jy su%poseoﬂytbglng tto réstore
was, as M. Defrance communicatedMo Pichon, that M. Tueni had been too t he Arab. Cal i p h a t e inst r?é"‘td 8{/ l: P S r

Afoptimistic about the Moslems, o who wished for pr ction
by England. The note went on to say that ABri
A stiff if covert struggle for the contingent patronage of the movement decided to summon an Arab Congress to this end. The noteekadnritten in
undoubtedly set in then. The two Powers stood at projpéwndatic distance Tunis on the 28th of May, before the Congress did come to being in Paris i
but knew that their respective adherents were battling for them. The Congresiine. The odd collaboration of British diplomacy and British Press
which should have been held in Beyrout was transferred to Paris, where ittooR s u mmoni ngo t he Congress, t hough, V
on the likeness of a Syrian Parliament and drew the remonstrances of thée French intellignceagent who drafted the nétefor it was not the work of
Turkish Ambassador. Beside the delegates already mentioned some twthe Resident himself. It was the Syrians who had determined on the Congres
hundred Syrians were present, from all parts of the globe. Resolutions werBaris was the consecrated place for it, and one of the most active conveners v
passed demanding autonomy and drawing up plans for it, with a centraM. Chukri Ganem, a Syrian who had spemost of his life in France, was far
government at Damascus or Beyrout, but thereangmsod deal of dissension in  more French than Arab, and had the definite task of keeping the natione
the Congress. Many of those present wanted resolutions of entire independence

0
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movement infeodatédto France. That is not to say that there were no their purpose, and were a preliminary stage in the prospective development
supporters of British influence facing him. But in our way, they had beeng  Anglo-Arab relations should Turkey dissolve or be helped to dissolve by her
no definite task of opposition. The thing was implicit. They were Anglophile Arab subjects.

for this reason or the other and could be trusted to manifest their sentiments. There was then a good deal of difference between British attitude an
The information from Constantinople, Beyrout and Medina came from French attitude toards Syria. France had long taken the closest interest in
native agents of the FrendttelligenceService. Syria, since the days of her kings, and had traditionally acted in Syria as th

They exaggerated in describing the unnamed visitors to the three cities gwrotector of the Latin Christians under the Turkish regime. This was not a lege
irepresentatives of t he British Go sgiteatian:mtewas a oustdmuwhicht hlpewneup whach coaferrédaasspexial o
their news. If Great Britain had stood entirely aloof from the rising Arab standing on French consuls rather than a status. No doubt the French wou
movemat it would have been stupid. It was perfectly reasonable and propehave liked to transfer this situation into something closer to a protectorate, bt
that she should maintain sympathies, as a great Moslem Power, in all centres tfis was not possible of course while Turkey was there, thaudt861 the
Moslem influence. The course of events in Turkey pointed to the rapidFrench, as we have seen, missed an opportunity of installing troops an
downfall of the Sultan, whose religie influence as Caliph was a barrier to building up a protectorate in the best ninete@aitury manner.
complete domination of Turkey by t heFrancedhewever, maintaimad mer bankerangs dor tRercougtry,eaisdshad meic
It would have been madness for Great Britain not to have prepared for such arloser connections with it in geral than Britain had. French missionaries and
eventuality. The Caliphate originally had been Arab and lead lbentred in the  schools, as we have seen, were very important there. It was for this reason tf
Red Sea. If it were to perish in Turkey, Mecca would be the natural place irthe French followed the National movement in Syria so closely.
which to restore it. For Great Britain to lend her help or her patronage to this, British interest in Syria itself was less. While it remained imkish hands
should the need for it arise, was but one of those exhibitions of divine acommo there was no particular problem concerning the approaches of the Suez Canal
sense which had inspired her policies so often, though her rivals, as in theonsider. In 1912 the British Government had assured the French that in Syr
actual case, presented her action as artificially composed and labyrinthine. Thii t had no action in view, no ai ms,
policy of favouring Arab development, a development which was nowthemout h of Sir Edward Grey accept ec
inevitable, was one which hadways particularly appealed to Lord Kitchener, Syr i a. 0
then in full power at the Residency in Cairo. His own early days as a soldier In 1913 the situation began to change with the manifest dissolving of the
had been passed a good deal in Syria, which he had helped to map, and thé€t#oman regime and the manifest rise of the Syrian national system. The ne
have always been two meanings to surveying the graumeh it has been  factor was that the Syrianovement did not now appear as a Syrian movement
carried out by European officers in the Near East. alone, but as part of the national renaissance of all the Arabs, and in a gene

|t is likely enough that t he fir e frabensoeeménty tnvolvilegstoo dhe Cadlighate gBestion, iBritdin weaso wtadlyr
whose acts disturbed the dreams of the Intelligénceau in Tunis were really  concerned as a Mosleraling Power and because bktstrategic importance of
some members ofi ar elL efiaDgeuwcee,nd rvah a zdait d thgArab tboitaries on thd raad tA ndiakandaat, the gate of Egypt.
particularly to reach some kind of SatnatBritais nodongdricouly disimieresh herselfas snuch as shie bad doe
Sheikh Reshid Riza, who had a largish acquaintance in Cairo, visited the Emir& Syrian affairs. They touched her vitally as Arab affairs, and she had now tc
of Muscat and Mohammerah. Other delegates visited the Imama,Yahi consder the advantages of friendliness towards the Syrians as Arabs. Th
Seyyid Taleb the Emirs Ibn Saud and Idris. Sheikh Reshid Riza went on then toatural pendant to this was that a large section of the Syrians began to consic
India, to perform the important work of canvassing Moslem opinion there uponthe greater advantage to their cause of closer friendship with Britain as a mol
the Caliphate question, and no doubt to inform Indian Moslems of the charactgvowerful and probably &s acquisitive Power, on this occasion, than France.
and progress dhe Arab National cause. They were headed by the capable Syrian colony in Cairo, always closely allie

Exactly what were the relations between Cairo and the delegates of theith British interests in Egypt, and very prominent in the National movement.
Decentralization League would not be easy to say. Most likely they were veryCairo too became more and more the centre afSypolitical activity in the
far from being as defined as the French imagined, but none the less they servedhole Levant because of its geographical and social advantages, and tf

naturally increased the volume of SyBatish conversations of one kind or

o ) ) ) another.

Il An alternate Britiisfdudasop®@!| | i ng of @dinfeudated, o

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subinfeudatipn
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As the summer of 1913 passed into autumn, the situation grew emseein Lawrence records the situation of the Shereefs as Turkish power increase
Syria and, because of their nervousness at the growth of tigripsh strain in over the Hedjaz in the nineteenth ¢
the National movement, the French grew less diplomatic in their own relationsentured to assert himself more and more alongside the Shereef, even in Mec
with it, and passed to pure support of the Arab societies. In October thétself, and upon occasion ventured to depose a Shereef too magnificent for h
Ambassador inConstantinople had asked whether a newspaper in Frenchviews, and to appoint a successor from a rival family of the clan [of the
interests could be produced in Damascus, and the answer he received fromM.r ophet 6 s d e gpese of dvaming e usuah advantages from
Ottavi makes the development of relations very plain. M. Ottavi wrote: di ssension. o

The Arabic newspaper memlegamnted in ol CTE LRI TS B0 o e mporiane
the 21st, which | hope soon to be able to answer, can only exert a P Y y P

cautious influena@ which is more desirable in itsélfor else it will be Wh”e. the Shereet, as the custodian of the Holy Plaogeye the_ hlghest
at once suppressed. In my opinion, therefore, recourse will have to be prestige amongst the Arabs. H.e becamg more and more the chief dignitary
had to pamphlets sécretly printedd’distributed This would mean an their race, and when modern times set in the eyes of the leaders of the Are

. . movement turned to him.
outlay of 150 to 200 francs a month, and | should be obliged if your o .
Excellency would telegraph this sum to me, if your Excellency approves At that date the Shereef of Mecca was Hussein ibn Ali. Healvaalys been

of my opinion impatient of Turkish suzerainty and, as a younger man but already important i
; , : : 1z Mecca by reason of his birth, he had been deported by order of the Sultan
(Le journal arabe dont il est question dans le télégramme deeVotr ) . ; .
Excell ence du 21 de ce moi s, auqu eIQPnSt n%n%pée, w_hef\reehe wWas rkeeDt foer ﬁlxte%neyga&srunderjlo%hte Fu@epilbs'ﬂl
: I&eAT rlﬁs%wa S inj r?d tr‘ﬁlr oyn catse bé( XéImg Arabs. Just as the "Arabs
lncessamment, ne pourra deixcela eser Uriven to Egypt and ro France sowed%hce seeds of the secret societies, so did |
preferablé® pour ne pas étre aussitét supprimé. Aussi faudrait mon ayp '

: ) N . N . Arab Hussein profit by his exile. His sons received a modern education in sem
avis, recourir aux pamphlets imprimés estdbueés secretement, ce qui : \ :
exigerait des frais &aZ®@frapcg panmois,a u E%Opesa% %gl)ﬂ]séantlaogle. ?"% yere four of them, Ali, Zeid, Abdullah and

: . ) . isal. A
?elg ?a hJe ii Vo?reeErxcaeL,\lllerfce ar ?OEVZ rr;ann?a;iésres dg \?oitr Vot ?CS% thg falf of Abldu? ﬂa(r:m%, thg:I $oung] T & fané tﬂeegrrave Rrfstake !)f
grapne, PP ' sending Hussein back to Mecca as Shereef. This was during their Panislam
It is clear that towardthe end of 1913 the French were thoroughly involved per i od, before they turnedr t ®ourtkey

with the Arabs in Syria. With the approach of the fateful year 1914 we mayprobably they believed they had won the sympathies of the Hussein famil
shift the scene to Mecca, the sacred city and heart of the Islamic world. It waduring his long residence in the capital. His son Feisal was deputy for Jeddah
there that British interests were more clodelyjused. Mecca was conspicuous t he | as't transi ent Turk Parliament
not alone because of its character as a sanctuary and because of the purity of tegtd apost equivalent to Depui$peaker of that assembly.
Arab stock in the Hedjaz, as the district surrounding Mecca was called. It was Hussein, outwardly complaisant, from the day of his return began to restor
the part of the Arab world where the Arabs had more powerpamh more and to extend his power as Shereef. And as it grew quietly, the connectio
appearance of it. between Mecca and the secret societies in Syria gleser and closer. The
Since the days of Mohammed, Mecca had remained in some degree undproject of a principality under a Francophile Egyptian prince hung fire. Those
the sway of his descendants. This sway extended, less definitely perhaps, to tio were working for Arab independence began to look to the Arab Shereet
other holy city of Medina, to the port of Jeddah, and to the rest of the Hadjaz who had semindependence already and the headship of the Holy Cities, as :
coastal section of territory, some 500 miles long by 150 in breadth. prospective titular leader and mouthpiece of something wider than a loca
The Arab ruler of this nucleus in 1914 was not so much an official ruler asprincipality. In the spread of this idea British attitude certainly played a part.
the Controller of the Holy Places, and he held his position because he was or The Turkish authorities, as their interior policy began to change and, withou
was assumed to be theseroof t he Pr ophet 6s des ce ndbdubtnds they gof sommekliHgeoflwhat was gaing onnbecame more repressive.
a State. In theory it was a province of the Turkish Empire and Turkey exercisel n Syri a t hey c¢l osed some of t he s
suzerainty over it and its semiler, who was termed the Shereef of Mecca. eluded them, and underground action went on unabated. Down in the Hedja
Shereef is a title given to descendants of thelibpghe Shereef of Mecca was  they appointed a new Vali of the province, who waewn for his antiArab
the Shereef of Shereefs, and sometimes was called the Grand Shereef. feeling. His first act was to order the surrender of a hundred rifles belonging t
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the Shereef s bodyguard. This was a whethepGreat Britain wogld fgresentdle GrarsdiSheceef with la €lozen iorf
and of no great use, while the seizure of them was a piece e$phst to the even half a dozen machhgeins. When | inquired what possibly could be
Custodian of the Holy Places, which much inflamed local opinion. It was their purpose he replied (like all-eeme s ) nfor defence,
believed to be a prelude to a campaign for the Turkification of Mecca and futher, replied that the defence would be against attack from the Turks. |
Medina. needed no special instructions to inform him that we could never

It showed Hussein that he had grown suspect to the Young Turks, or lay in entertain the idea of supplying arms to be used against a Friendly Power.
the way upon heir new road. He set himself all the more determinedly to  Abdullah an have expected no other reply, and we parted on the best of
consider how he might counteract their plans. Shortly after this, in February of terms.

1914, he dispatched his second son, the Emir Abdullah, to Egypt. This was a Sir Ronald Storrs in fact was as correct towards Ahdullah as M. Bomparc

definite move towards the strengthenmfgthe relations which so far had been had.been fourteen manths befare towards Shefik Bev el Mouavid. As long a
|l oosely knit. The ostensible reasonTurlIe)g)r(ramtheﬁj A an Qt%y

. ) . ) t .

. I . . a % frie élw pBV\Per? it was218s5 10rthe Ardb& iRt the I—%dja
tho?nthr?li\:l etrf\:ElaéSdtlalzlm\:\./e?;tr;[gfsgtjirsl;isé deCi?hhf\lii ;h&;zléstﬂg'%ﬁif;;\:jh:tnwasexpect help from Great Britain, nor was it to be expected that British standard
going 1az, . g of neutrality would become less definite in any way, whatever other nations
audience of Lord Kitchener they were still less satisfied, and from

. . . ; : were doing.
Constantinople they conveyed a message of this dissatisfaction. Lord Kitchener But if there was a surer note in these Britigmersations, and if it must

therefore_ did not see Ab_dullah again._ Abdullah' at the time had a mysteriou%ave been clear to Abdullah that what was said to him really was meant, it i
plot of hisown for involving Turkey with the chief Moslem Powers through equall Eertain that he went off with convicti{)n of an entente with Britain, if

some religiocasdéhtrodtber whet her he ye éafblﬁ% Qs S .
. ) . . any” sor ofitical covllisioft tiete’ 16 (ﬂsﬂnedra?eqhe eStaidigirder of
this when he saw Lord Kitchener cannot be said. K. bképt his own counsel things in the Turkish dominions. Sir Ronald Storrs, it is true, seems to sugge:

on that point. S . . . :
. . : that the Emir did not unbosom himself to Lord Kitchener, prior to his own
But Abdullah must haa made the general drift of his ideas evident, for . nterview with Abdull ah, writing tl

when he asked, as he next did, to see in place of Lord Kitchener Mr. (now Sirb)ut somehowd i d n ot reach the point of s

R_onald Stprrs, who then was O_rlental Secretary at the Cairo ReS|de;ncy iven to the Oriental Secretary presuppose that Ahdullah had either talked ¢
Kitchener instructed Storrs to avoid any encourageroeht t he Emi r PwithPTurl

ar wit e%?
u

ersonal or ot her Kitchener ds own K Kit%h?ner, orhof somgthing sooaéin to itithat bothiknvev(\e/ rﬁow
gonald Storrs in his highly interesting Bo@«ientations He quotes a note of f[he q.la.ﬁdcl‘%' A IIah_ had bllougt?to O e . Es i _ose_ n% yo .h E
Kitcheneros to Sir William Tyrr el (nauges in Gopsantpople ‘#P?”sprozali’ieu Tutkigh, action 1n the Hf]dgaﬁ'

Abdullah Hu 8F R wou_d .hav h'a® excepti o
' story, o0 as it is called, i rart Geomaisyt a

The Emir sent for Storrs who, under my instructions told him the  had in the intention to press on with what, after all, was a branch of he
Arabs of the Hedjaz could expect no encouragement from us and that our Bagdadbahn Kitchener had listened to talk about the railway, and the

only interest in Arabia was the safety and comfort of Indian pilgrims. ... contingencies from the extension of it were pretty clear.
The Shereef (according to his son) seért@ be disappointed with the Captain Liddell Hart in his life of T. ELawrence cannot be assumed to
result of his visit to Constantinople and with the determination of the  have been speaking without data when he writes of the Kitah&indullah
Turkish Government to push the railway on to Mecca, which he saw i nt er vi ew t hat AAbdul |l ah had found
would mean the economic death of the caawehing population of himself had long cherished the idea of founding an independent Arab State i
Arabia. . . . It will beinteresting to see developments, as the Arabsseem Ar abi a and Syria.o6 There is too t
to be much excited. Lawrenceb6s Oxford mentor, who was
Sir Ronald Storrs thus recounts his own interview: AngloiAr ab negotiations before very |
The Emir Abdullah showed a mind filled with Arabic poetry. contemplating the possibility of an ambmous Arabia, between Teutonized

Travelling by a series of delicately inclined planes, from a warrior past |  Turkey on the one hand, and Egypt and India on the other, before war was ev
found myself in the defenceless Arab present, being asked categoricaly s o much as dreamed of . 0

To imagine that Abdullah came to Kitchener without any previous
IIAKi tchenerd btfp://ek. wikipediacorg/miki/Earl_Kitchenpr connections at all between Cairo on the one hand ammtdiend Syria on the
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other, however contingent and verbally correct these connections may havAr my . Clayton factively condoned I
been, and however indirect, is not reasonable. Such connections hadtobemgde onsul t ati on with the Arabs) wupon
as a mere form of insurance in the event of a bugasf Turkey, and they were In a week, on the 24th Septembthe answer to this letter came in the form
made. of a coded cable to AHIi s Majestyds
However in February and April of 1914, there was no immediate prospect of
a revolt, though the Arab menace was increasing fast. In Europe there was
disquiet, but the Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria was still alive and well.
In August the War, lik a great engine out of the skies, crashed to earth and
the countries of the West burst into flame. Kitchener left Egypt for London. But
the bearings of the conflict on the lands which were so close to his heart were
not eradicated from his mind. In Sytlze Arab nationalists were deeply stirred.
At first it was but by a general sentiment that out of such a universal situation Sir Ronald Storrs chesfor this task an agent named Ruhi, a Persian, in
as was developing their chance ought to come somehow. Then as Germavhom he could place confidence. [@rientationsthe reader will find a
diplomacy began to capture the Young Turks, and the possibiliTurkey fascinating account of Ruhi &s mi s ¢
becoming a belligerent became greater, that chance looked more precise. October. The Grand Shereef was not there however, but atavilitige in the
There was a certain strangeness in the prospective situation which the entneighbourhood called Al Taif, where he often went in the summer. There was
of Turkey into the War would create. The Shereef and his people wouldspecial reason for his presence there now. As Ameen Rihani tells in hi:
become enemy subjects,ositd Britain fight Turkey. But how far the Arabs valuableAround the Coasts of Arahi&lussein was now aware that the Turkish
contemplated this status as likely to endure was shown by a reminder which, &overnment wa likely to throw its lot in with the Central Powers in the War.
Liddell Hart states, came to Lord Kitchener in London from the depths of He had warned Enver Pasha against this, but in vain, and Enver had made cle

Following from Lord Kitchener. Tell Storrs to send secret and
carefully chosen messenger from me to Shereef Abdullah to ascertain
whether should the present armed German influence in Constantinople
coerce Sultan against his will and Sublime Porte to acts of aggression
and war against Great Britain, he and his father and Arabs of Hedjaz
would be with us or against us.

Arabi a. It was fila cryptbat mées aade i ghatmeawoblddanaasdche participatioo io the War of the Arabs of the Hedjaz
AFol |l owing for Lord Kitchener. R e nTharheraef hag left Mecca in angdedating that he. inteMdadeto radira from h
come. o It is not difficult to i mag.ialledealingsowith epalitics.i His, prasence inv Haft wa$ tSymhoéica of this

But this message was sent in August, while Turkey was still neutral. Aunwillingness to follow the Turks.
month passed. The dttde of Turkey became more and more suspect. But he came back to Mecca to meet the British agent. Hussein, after invitin
Kitchener, however, in London, was involved now in the intense the latter to a meal with hirmd his four sons, saw him alone, and spoke of the
preoccupations of the War in France. The French Government had evacuatdekter to Abdullah which Sir Ronald Storrs had written.
Paris: our Expeditionary Force was retiring from the Marne. In Cairo, &wen, A My s on, ®rientations aipd, 1(74) At hough |
Arabs were rather forgotten. But Sir Ronald Storrs, who has never receivetl hi s matter | wil |l yet speak. 0 He
sufficient credit for his important action in this juncture, remembered the EmirEmpire has rights over us, and we have rights upon her. She has made war
Abdull ahés visit, and thought of t ouerighdsiafdfl anmn ronhresponsible befare God & shé hag malleuwarkupas lo
legion of camelsof the Hedjaz would make, either to speed, to weaken by rights; nor am | responsible before God if therefore | have made war upol
abstention, or to threaten on the flank a Turkish advance in the Sinai deserts. Hee r s . 0
submitted, as he records, fa short nlbetneanisguhgregwasat as nvgriort of the Arabsg/thetTurkise $ultan was |
with Mecca we might secure not onhetneutrality but the alliance of Arabia in  within his rights to demand that the Shereef should not oppose Turkey in th
the event of Ottoman aggression. o coming war. Hussein first had agreed that he would maintain his relations witt

While he was doing this, the most active arrangements were being madé&urkey on condition that the Turkish Governmgrainted instant autonomy to
between the French and the Arabs of Syria for common action there again§lyria and to Mesopotamia and released the Arab political prisoners whom |
Turkey should she declare war. Blaey can be detailed later. held. In short, he demanded that Tu

Storrsd note did not elicit a r es fragofsTerkeynand to beeindey the momigal suzerair@yaonly op thet Siitiesl.
Captain Clayton (afterwards Sir Gilbert Clayton), who was the representative ifhad been refused, and the Turkish leaders even had declared they would for
Cairo of the Soudan Government, in whose military sphere of imftuen conscription on the Arabs of the Hedjaz, so Hussein now felt he was at leisur
Palestine and the Sinai lay, and also Director of Intelligence of the Egyptiarto oppose Turkey, passively or even actively.
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iDrawing back the | oma@idl dawe Rafhil iMediddyiand doadicame iy ¢he help of God out of the evil that now is
is open to Storrs even as this, 6 andocowringh a gestur e, 6stretch forth t

hand and we shall never at all help these oppressors. On the contrary we shall This Eeld OL{[ eat proﬁofﬁct to the Shereef o Me ca to whom alone tF

help those who do good. 680 Isdel\erdtd t i

the agent which he was to hand over to Sir Ronald Storrs. hypg';?;n (I;Se gf cgu se o %bthféus e ?Eeltcoglﬁjeapp?y, anqe Igo of e highes

diIJ ! OSOCIi mplt_)“g t @2; ;[ g ;eile' zes |V¥huaatt i o rer %ce t the Sq‘ngré?pa%ﬁmsop&ké)sménoce erl%a |t|£pf?0|tlyp%ce
9 y Rim in ituatidn & egg?l neg%t%ltlons Qith him ‘o pYaRe that tfpe\

war against the Allies wasithe possible effect of this upon the Moslem meant ne otlatlo s with aII the Arabs.

subjects of Great Britain anjehadpforkt (Qan ater atert e BS of ﬁH r{ﬁgrﬁumgnis?o eécgpe @E}%ﬁdour %Indr{o

AHoly War. o0 What result it might hR eia % Cerrnant 8% 83&
. . . . iNg “Hus%th becAnte strln ent |dst Government and nist advocat
India indeed had been gallantly prompt in their replynteet Empi r e 6 Se n%d U151 lfu s have been made to decry

Goneraiy hoped that § would not afiee the allegiance of Eritsh Moslems noit 0T €Xample that he fidi d i ion Sapd e
9 y hop 9 ave him no fealty and indeed was always at variance with him and preparin

make the Moslem world at large inimical ta us, but there was no certainty o o overturn him. The other Arab princes too of the coastal fringe had in nowise

this. The issue was a critical one.
Mecca was the saving point. If the probable Turkish proclamation stayeaZﬁgegtgg him as their representative and the Lebanese had not accepted h

Turkish and did not become really Islamic, the danger might pass. It would be
all very well for the Sultan or for the tame Sheaikislam to announcejehad
but a summons to battle against infidel Britain and France did not ring very true
from the allies of infidel Germany and Austria. The only peril lay injéhad
being countersigned by Mecca. If the Shereef accepted it and gave it forth, 61{
would be a cry as from the tomb of the Prophet and would work who knew
what havoc for France and for ourselves.

Husseinbds |l etter arrived in Cairo hgerract

He had much to consider and very reasonably wanted proper assuranaes befdr In the second Iace these arqumentﬁ conceal an outrage%ous assumptlo

P g " é Iets K g d az ' aLvi Idndge | tl h eH asrutz epr uatl Sn thh 0 tfpea\‘ ure %ihd éj S%Ud% d h Bthef aiipote%taté/s fody ﬁa froin h
aItern:altive Shereefs in stock?o at, esot ofteAra Thelrgfer i I&e%f
of stock to reface a cousin. So he answered that he would not take an ngtBnaI KanB ﬁé};\ﬁ’d afteer ousting Hus é.nmﬁoﬁ up exa e A
measure in Turkish interes@luntarily and left it to Kitchener or to other attitude which Hussein had he_ld in so far as the restorgtlon of the Arab rac
spokesmen of Great Britain to extractWhat this meant was concerned. To. present Jealoysy and even conflict f_or the _Igadershl
e ' . betweenArabs as disagreement with Arab independence is to misinterpre
That was not dlff_lcult, of course, and as Turkey became a hellig@ext everything
da}é’)g tbhicgrf; ?)Oc?glbbekre [%rrgi?&ﬁgﬁ:régag_more openly. .It'is to be no'ted that the agreement with King Hussein made'by Greg
' Britain was precise upon the point that there could be no question of hi
Salaams to Shereef Abdullab. Germany has now bought the Turkish situation as negotiator being heldany way to affect the individual situations
Government with gold, notwithstanding that England, France and Russia of the other Arab princes, in a letter which will be quoted shortly, which on the
guarantee the integrity of the Ottoman Empire if Turkey remained British side was the basis of the Angloab treaty, the High Commissioner
neutral in the war. Against the will of the Sultan the Turkish Government s ai d t hat he accepted Kyjudicg to Hu existeg n-
has committed acts of aggression by invading the frontiers of Egyptwith t r eat i es with Arab chiefs. 0 King HI
bands of Turkish soldiers. If the Arab nation asEisgland in this war Afyour agreements with the Sheikhs ¢
England will guarantee that no intervention takes place in Arabia, and therefore that the treafyosition of Hussein should have no bearingtbe
will give the Arabs every assistance against external foreign aggression. existing status of Arab princes, nor altering effect on their relations betweet
It may be that an Arab of true race will assume the Caliphate at Mecca or
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These autumnal arguments only hav:
the first place, considering that we negotiated with King Hussein as spokesme
f all the Arabs, we certainly cannot withdraw from him now the very situation
which we ourselvesxtended to him. To accept him as representing the Arabs,
nd then, after having drawn all the advantage possible to us from thi
acceptance, to evade our part of the bargain with him on the plea that all tt
time he hafl& not rgpresent%d th*e AEthlsat \ﬁlOUdr bke a piec% %f tSCEeinrdae|OHS



each other. By a necessary converse their interrelations and existing statusatnoT he Ar abs of the Hedjaz therefore
ti me had any bearing nor-paitioh.er i ng etfedtesl bytus as eneryuissheds. Inwddd indeee Fave Yoeen singularly impolit

Still less can disensions between the Arab princes be put forth as, byto have shown any form of hostility towards the enclave of the Moslem Holy
implication, support of Zionist pretensions. King Ibn Saud and his people are af€ities, whatever hatleen the attitude of the Shereef. The maintenance of the
desirous to overthrow political Zionism as they were to overthrow King food-ships was, however, a tangible proof of our appreciation of his help to ou
Hussein, probably more so. No Arabs favour Zionestoept a few unwittingly cause.

wellkdescri bed Athoughtf ul Arabs . . . Wiwhhoosuet and s @arkieg i ht evmsstgs eat ehalo
conflict with the economic i nt er e sdgreaterthén any that codlebs seie e(dP e enl t Rep onratt .er p a l
Arabs keep their thoughts in their pockets. of Liddel!l Har t . felrbd Oudside= Twrkety hosv it wauld n ¢

I return to L ochdlfikrecogoitee that thé Sherakfi of phave little meaning, despite the assiduous efforts of Turkish and of Germa
Mecca spoke on behalf of the Arab nation, it was not very explicit about themissionaries. Britain had a war with Turkey on her habdsto all intents she
future condition of the Arabs. Aft ewassaJedthetbddarte ankaisn gt hbeu rAdreanb soof maa tHoelry. V
however was accompanied by an assurance of our sugporttoh e S h e r Ieigeethése comments to emphasize the great obligations under which we |i
dynastic independence, and of our readiness to assist in the liberation of the the Arabs, obligations too easily and too conveniently forgotten nowadays
Arabs, subject in his case and theirs to active participation in the War on ouNor did Hussein merely helps: he took supreme risks for himself. He might
behalf. quite well have played an easier hand, knowing that had he endorgebatie

This assurance to the Shereef was by word of mouth. But written or spokewe could do little beyond blockading his coasts. We might not even have bee
it was the first clear promise of independence in any form we made to an Arain a position to enforce a blockade, because of thieno which might have

leader, and deserves to be remembered as such. resulted for us throughout the East if we had tried to starve Mecca.
About this time, as Lawrence records, Lord Kitchener made overtures to Whereas by refusing to endorse jebad he made the Turks furious. He
another prominent Arab, a soldier, Aziz el Masri, who wagxile in Egypt, settled his fate at their hands if they came out of the War as victors or reachec

with the aim Aof winning to our si dseagetohi@hefl thay kvéres suffichdrls vicioriots lsewlaere tof be abte eospay
composed of Arab conscripts under attertian toihimf They evere etherwife octupied atfth¢in®rbent arld had h
Lawrence goes on to recount how the opportunity was lost through India Officdroops to spare, but as soon as they had time and troops he might expect to
opposition,and it is a bitter little story. The interest of it here is that it confirms plucked from the divan upon whicheyrhad placed him.
how Kitchener was appealing to the Arabs to come to our aid. Hussein knew this, and in his mind was pretty well determined now to go tc
Husseinbds reply to the British 0 afglldengthaandte egsposatde cduse oftthe Alliesnratise opere I te wereao jof
was fian unequivocaabeptraimmsfer @ mah e lhethemmgeuwould haeernntemal suppord and vastly enhanced prestige amidst h
(Hogarth.) He promised neutrality, and would endorsgehad therefore, if it own race. He would join them not as the kadf/ereign of the Hedjaz, but as
were proclaimed. the leader of all the Arabs. His position as such was becoming defined. Directl
Thejehad though,wasproclaimed, early in 1915, and Hussein was invited the War broke out the secret societies of Syria had got into touch with him. /
or rather ordered, says Lawrence, by the Turdsivernment to echo its cry.  secret Nationalist gomittee had been formed in Damascus, composed of
He refused. Hi s refusal was not a |Arabs fraent Srrie, fromaviesapataniiavandrfrem Arabia propea $his committea
Shereef of Mecca but a sincere Shereef of Mecca, true to his beliefs, and it diwrmulated a programme for the independence of the Arab regions and for cc
seem to him unlawful to proclaim the Holy War when Islam had not beenoperation with the Allies. This was sent on to the Sheteeffhom it was left,
attacled (for Turkey took the first steps in fighting) and when Germany was if he acquiesced in the programme, to negotiate with Great Britain for help ir
Turkeyodos ally. its carryingout, in return for Arab support in the field against the Turks. The
By his refusal he | aid himsel f o p deadersioSytiahvere dware d&f thednegotiatgpeswhich had précédedsodtaca s
follow. They dammed the flow of pilgrims, from whom Mecca drew most of its Emir Abdullah and Lord Kitchener. They now brought their adherence to then
income, and the fksupplies which went there by rail. The Hedjaz was very and suggested lines for developing the negotiations into a pact.
dependent upon outside sources for its food, for the country shelved into the In the first weeks of 1915 the Shereef received various appeals calling o
desert. We, on our part, now tried to balance this by allowing-$bgas from him to take action in accordancetwh t hi s Damascus |
India into Jeddah with a certain regutgri
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Commi ttees of the Ahad and t he Fat adrks movedahe srabldeisioneprecemeal ufideréserman sugpdnisiom and tt
as the Father of the Arabs, the Mosdpmpmuntgwaslhekds| ems, their ol dest notabl
But for a month or two Hussein bided his time, watching the situation in  Hussein had been asked at first to raise the Hedjaz when the irisarrect
general. A new High Commissioner, in the place of the absent Kitchener hadvould break out in Syria, but was not very satisfied with what he heard of the
arrived in Egypt from India, Sir Henry McMahon. He had instructions from the preparations, and demanded some sort of screen of Allies or of revolte
Foreign Office to Afoster the Sher eregilérs befween éhimsel larid pConstantinople. The dispersal of the Ara

Egypt had its own preoccupation, for the Turks hitaicked the Suez Canal divisions ended this prospect.
in February. This attack had been ineffectual and had been beaten off without The emissaries of the Syrian Societies, though, who now were represente
much difficulty, but the Turkish force had not been pursued, and itsby a group of councillors in Mecca, still were for action, and the Shereef
commander, Djemaal Pasha, was officially understood to be refitting for apresently came to share this view. It is true that Feisal had advocated mo!
second effdr This was considered in Egypt to be a piece of bluff only, but it prudence because of the grogiimsuccess of the Dardanelles expedition. But
had to be watched. In April too came the graver preoccupation of the beginninglussein feared that this might be the very reason for an extension of Turkis
of the Gallipoli expedition. activity into the Hedjaz.

Husseinods son, Fei sal , i n hi s c a p &o hetset all @rer comsiderationkasidgeland mddé a bolé and defiaite offer
Dardandks, and sent secret messages home about the difficult advance of thevolt if his conditions bBsed on the Damascus programme were met by Great
attacking force but the consi der ablBgitaih. d'bis effer took the Hoem ofuar lktter. whithh eeached tthe eHigld
success in resistance however and these same losses combined to make @mwnmissioner in Egypt early in August. It is a letter memorable for the Arab
Turkish Command talk of institing the threatened conscription in the Hedjaz. race, because it was in its way their Magna Charta, the &iondof their
The Shereef evaded this by raising a contingent of volunteers for Djemaaindependence. For the Arabs of Palestine it is one of the great salient events
Pashabdés fAresumed attack upon Egypt the his®ryofche quiestion with svhich wer akei herd congesnled, ang theretore
this attack was i n pr ep atend heibeliaved thd u anerisitorbé consigered in a fyeshwltapgter.t o pr
pretence, and to furnish men for an army which he expected would never take
form. Even if some of them had to join the Turkish colours, the greater evil of
conscription for all his people would be escaped. CHAPTER VI

Meanwhile the Turkish High @nmand had removed its Arab troops from
Syria, and dispersed them amidst German and Austrian troops upor south The Treaty between Grea®ritain and the Aralis Arab independence to be
eastern European fronts. The | eader secognzedangsuppofed yilndrentierginclydingPplesinen e d  a  mu t
these troops, while there was but one Turkish division in Syria fo diaa The Shereef of Meccads |l etter to
five. The fADecentralization Soci et yHe 2ni afSRantadlaf id thé yedr A33PJf tAeMoslelnTdlendr, thatidttRel |
populace at the same time, and circularized all its Syrian depots from Cairo tguly, 1915, so it took well over a fortnight to arrive at its destination. Fifteen
obtain an estimate of the numbers which might be recruited for this, and tgears ago | published the essential passages of this and of the succeeding let
inquire wherecertain leaders who would take charge might be hidden inor dispatches which passed between the Shereef and Sir Henry McMahon,
security till the moment for rising had come. A promise of subsidies, of 20,000the serie®f articles | wrote in th®aily Mail, but I think it as well to give their
rifles and of the dispatch of three warships to cover Beyrout and the coastgntire text now. This text, there is no harm in sayindap, | received chiefly
during the insurrection, had been obtairfeom the French, French officers  through the goodwill of the late King Feisal, when | was in the Near East in
were to lead the insurrection, of which the centre was to be Zahle in the Bekaag22. It was not prééred to me: | set about obtaining it myself, as it seemed so
at the foot of the Lebanon slopes. wrong thad as was being done at the time and has been doné dimese

Unfortunately these plans, which if effected promptly, might have alteredpapers should be kept unpublished while the pledges contained in them we
the whole Eastern campaign, wemever realized. The Ahad and the peing denied. The text is the official text, tigto say the English version of it,
fiDecentralizationo societies wor ke dyonitiedEere&fifl rénivds.!It¥s the dcdepted first ®aRstation fiom héMArabie
given by officials in the Levant, not directly from France. The French military taken very literally from the original. The grammar, occasionally faulty, | have

and naval chiefs had other things than Syria to occupy there &, and the  |eft unaltered. Phrases within brackets, unlesiitaid, are part of the text.
promised help lingered. While everyone was waiting for everyone else the The letter of the 15th July, then, ran:

PALESTINE: THE REALITY 38



To His Honour,

Whereas the whole of the Arab nation without any exception have
decided in these last years to live, and to accomplish their freedom and
grasp the reins of their Administion both in theory and in practice: and
whereas they have found and felt that it is to the interest of the
Government of Great Britain to support them and aid them to the
attainment of their firm and lawful intentions (which are based upon the
honour andlignity of their life) without any ulterior motives whatsoever
unconnected with this object:

And whereas it is to their interest also to prefer the assistance of the
Government of Great Britain in consideration of their geographical
position and economitterests, and also of the attitude of the above
mentioned Government, which is known to both nations and need not
therefore be emphasized:

For these reasons the Arab nation sees fit to limit themselves, as time
is short, to asking the Government of GrBatain, if it should think fit,
for the approval, through her deputy or representative, of the following
fundamental propositions, leaving out all things considered secondary in
comparison with these, so that it may prepare all means necessary for
attainhg this noble purpose, until such time as it finds occasion for
making the actual negotiations:

Firstly. England to acknowledge the independence of the Arab
countries, bounded on the north by Merskdana up to the 37° of
latitude, on which degree fallsijik, Urfa, Mardin, Midiat, Amadia
Island, up to the border of Persia; on the east by the borders of Persia up
to the Gulf of Basra; on the south by the Indian Ocean, with the
exception of the position of Aden to remain as it is; on the west by the
Red ®a, the Mediterranean Sea up to Mersina. England to approve of
the proclamation of an Arab Khalifate of Islam.

Secondly. The Arab Government of the Shereef to acknowledge that
England shall have the preference in all economic enterprises in the Arab
counties whenever conditions of enterprise are otherwise equal.

Thirdly. For the security of this Arab independence and the certainty
of such preference of economic enterprises, both high contracting parties
to offer mutual assistance to the best ability ofrth@litary and naval
forces, to face any foreign Power which may attack either party. Peace
not to be decided without agreement of both parties.

Fourthly. If one of the parties enters upon an aggressive conflict, the
other party to assume a neutral attéyand in the case of such party
wishing the other to join forces, both to meet and discuss the conditions.

Fifthly. England to acknowledge the abolition of foreign privileges in
the Arab countries, and to assist the Government of the Shereef in an
intermational convention for confirming such abolition.
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Sixthly. Articles 3 and 4 of this Treaty to remain in vigour for 15
year s, and i f ei ther wi shes it o
lapse of Treaty to be given.

Consequently, and as the whole of f&rab nation have (praise be to
God) agreed and united for the attainment, at all costs and finally of this
noble object, they beg the Government of Great Britain to answer them
positively or negatively in a period of thirty days after receiving this
intimation; and if this period should lapse before they receive an answer,
they reserve to themselves complete freedom of action. Moreover, we
[S h e r &amilfy] il consider ourselves free in word and deed from the
bonds of our previous declaration which wedaahrough Ali Effendi.

For a number of reasons this was a remarkable document. To begin with,
was couched in the name of the Arab Nation, which thus was formally
proclaimed in it as a political entity again in the world after centuries, never of
eclipse, but of subordination. This proclamation cannot have come as a surpris
to the recipients of the letter, for in his cable of the previous October Lord
Kitchener hi mself had been the fir:
Nation. 0O Hi ditle betokenew that evere then there was an
understanding between him and Mecca that the nation was to be revived
such. But now it was definitely, not incidentally, declared. It was as the
spokesman of the Arab nation that the Shereef penned his Higgpersonal
Government was not mentioned till the second clause, and again in the fiftt
where it was given the role of nego

In respect of these countries the Shereef adopted the rglenais inter
pares But how far he sank his own identity and the fortunes of the Hedjaz in
the general cause of the Arabs is evident from the final sentence, in which it i
stated that failing a reply within a month the Shereefial family would consider
itself freed from all prevaus declarations. The declarations in question were of
course those made in answer to Lord Kitchener, Ali Effendi being the
confidential messenger who brought in December the second of the previol
communications from Mecca.

In his message just after waad broken out with Turkey, Kitchener had
assured Hussein t hat Gr eat Britai
i ndependenceo and fAassist in the |Ii
Hussein himself was concrete, the second as concerned the Aratzgeavas
vague. The Shereef therefore sacrificed something by merging his claims in tr
claim on behalf of the Arab nation. In the light of later events it is desirable to
underline this.

No doubt the requirement that Britain should approve the proclamaitian
Arab Caliphate may appear to be a sufficient recompense for anything Husse
might have lost in prospect, for he of course would be the new Arab Caliph
But the Caliphate demand was not a fresh demand: it had been canvass
before with Kitchener, o had agreed to support it.
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There was a second very noteworthy point in the document which cameto Hi s document , when it reachfe dh e@ait
the High Commissioner. Not alone did the Arab nation reappear in it as &ommander Hogarth, who records this fact, explains that there were variou
conscious and vocal unit again, but the boundaries proposed within which Arabeasons forit. The#$ uccess of our arms i n t he
indeendence was to be restored were based upon those which had beénor t he safety of the Red Sea rout
postul at ed t wenty year s before b yukewarimeeeptiomN ahe prevalent attituGep ercept Antideagfadv wiserrmen, twhs
proclamation which it had publ i s hendt sa muchPta see sn. the Tptomised Arabarevbltl ae nevo help lHu & Bes
declaration was an adaptation of the Paris preamb&e,heavy Gallicized commitment, in an area where we already had more than we had bargained 1
for mul a AThe Ar abs ar e awakened oh our hdantiseBesides, ithe sirtequivdcal ehbradtehendernaind far ayénerala r

et hnographical homogeneousnesso b e Arabgndepgendenneehdd to benfaced bytvdrieusKitniemeys.|Caino wafin anb i
AfiWhereas the whole of the Arab nat iutcertainy wdrrked maod, eeftegtingedifatorngss in dondoh, @and ea reghly wais
these last years to lived delayed till the last day but one of August. After saluting the Shereetftlvgth

As for the boundaries, the Paris declaration did not mention the northertustomary compliments, the High Commissioner wrote:
boundary, for the reason perhaps that it was not always so well defined where

the Arab and Turkish races ran into each other along the edges of Asia Minor, sincerity of your feeling towards England. We rejoice moreover that your

from Alexandretta to t Persian border. Of the other three boundaries, Highness and yourdPrEOple are of one Oé)inion tha} Arabeisterar

t|_(|)uthse SPgréiar; ?‘r(')sntiefI ?’hce | sgu:h:rr;[ :I;mg \r/]vestee}r;( Loinrllgrigsd WhEChh IZtterP @ngli%hﬁnte?eétsaah ngﬁﬁs’ﬁ Ar&bh 'Ieo this ﬁwt%ntt we anﬁrm to &/ou ?he 0
' ' terms of Lord Kitchenerds message

concerns us particularly, were the same as in89& proclamation. A%

Husseinbés document articularized t 'eEffendi rand in Whic@rwgﬁ staﬁ:d clearly ourfde§ir for
> . P . in epen&%ﬂce &t Ardofa ind ftsdnhabi ﬁoéemésr with our aprﬁo%al of
assured to Great Britain the retention of Aden, and found a real matlmatico

: : . the Arab Caliphate when it should be proclaimed. We declare once more

geographical solution for the northern boundary. In both sets of boundaries the . . N
4 . ) . . t hat Hi s Majestyodos Government wWo u
_I\/Iedl_terran(_—:‘an coast, _the 'Syrlan coast from the junction W't.h Turkey to the Caliphate by an Arab of true race. With regard to the questions of limits
junction ‘.N'th Egypt, mevytably was postulated, and Palestlne_ thereby was frontiers ad boundaries, it would appear to be premature to consume our
mcluded_ in the Arab dominions. It (;ould not have been_otherW|se. Of _aI.I the time in discussing such details in the heat of war, and while, in many
boundaries of the Arab people the Medanean boundary is the most definite portions of them, the Turk is up to now in effective occupation:
andTLneoSs; ?v?f)urtﬁliﬁ s, the emergence of the Arab nation as a negotiating bod especially as we have learnt, with surprise and regrdtstiae of the
0 things, merg o . 9 9 DoAY Arabs in these very parts, far from assisting us, are neglecting this, their

and the continuity of its action from exile in west Europe in 1905 to Mecca in

. : . C ; supreme opportunity, and are lending their arms to the German and the
1915, deserve continuous emphasis. In therésts of the Zionist thesis the Turk to theg new desspoiler and t[:e old op

Shereefds demands have been treated s0gm S h ﬁges?\or [ f a
Oriental potentate putting his imagination impulsively on to paper. They were eveﬁhelésgn\?/e area}eady 0 sgnd aYOUﬂ]%S f& 9[18 Ho?y
P P 9 g X y paper. y Cities and the noble Arabs the charitable offerings of Egypt so soon as

nothing of the sort. They were the reiteration of a programme longisesic Your Highness shall inform us how and where they should be delivered.

{hem, (Mr. Antonius recordshat he leaders of the Arab societies n Damascus Ve 31e MOTOVer artanging for tis your messenger to be admited and
' ) helped on any journey heay make to ourselves.

drew up a document_ enshrining th_e conditions unde_r which they would be Friendly assurances. Salutations, A H. MCMAHON.
prepared to cooperatetiv Britain against Turkey. It provided almost word for

word the first of King Husseinds if Thsdvanachoroughly diplomatiec cesppnisd, ana thede isia ertadini hgmorbt
quoted, and the others were developments of it. It was in fact sent to him so thatiosyncrasy about diplomatic responses, which may be noted without losin
he might make it the basis of his négtions, and he did so. Feisal conveyed it sight of their seriks | mpor t . A letter such a
to him, along with the tidings that the Arab leaders in Syria had sworn oaths ofardinal proposition, and you would imagine therefore that the reply to it mus
allegiance to him as spokesman of the Arab race should he accept it.) either accept or refuse this proposition or say that a verdict upon its
acceptability will be given later. Not at allh& diplomatic response ignores the
cardinal proposition. The diplomatic response is given to an imaginary

We have the honour to thank you for your frank expressions of the

e .
ar |l

LIn his recently publishe@ihe Arab Awakening
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proposition, which not only is not cardinal, but is not even to be found in the Nevertheless Your Excellency will pardon me and permit me to say
letter which is being answered. The recipient of the letter in quebtandly clearly that the coldness and the hemitatvhich you have displayed in
assures its sender that he will give every consideration to what the sender has the question of the limits and boundaries by saying that the discussion of
nowhere put forward. In the case in point the Shereef had demanded these at presentis of no use and is a loss of time, and that they are still in
independence for the whole group of Arab countries, but Sir Henry McMahon the hands of the Government which is ruling them, etc., might ba take
warmly confirms the indegndence of Arabia, which peninsula the Shereef had  to infer an estrangement or something of the sort.
never mentioned. As these limits and boundaries demanded are not those of one person
The Shereef did obtain the reaffirmation of British approval for his  whom we could satisfy and with whom we should discuss them after the
prospective Caliphate. But after that, in the Cairo response, came the artistic War is over, but our peoples have seen that the life of theipneposal

waiving of details. The pertinent quiest of boundaries was given an is bound at least by these limits, and their word is united in this.
altogether different air by the introduction (from nowhere) of two additional, And therefore they saw the discussion in it first the place of their
cognate words, #Alimitso and Afront i ecordfidence Bnd trush the axd wft final gppeah row, eardt that is whe r
stringing the three together the impression was conveyed thathiéreed illustrious British Empire: the feelingd d@s inhabitants to know how to
wanted limitsand boundariesand frontiersand Heaven knows what else. His base their future and life for not to meet her or one of its allies in front of

one plain enumeration of boundaries was turned into a fantastic miscellany of their resolution when the thing comes to a contrary result, which God
requirements which the realist High Commissioner could but dismiss, nor waste forbid.
furthertimeupon n t he fAheat of war. o

Next followed surprise and regret at the presence of Arab troops amidst thFor
fighting forces of Turkey. Regret, yes; but only in a diplomatic letter from

Ca['%\\l'vvg\ljé? |thh2ve bﬁ?n pohs5|blce:t(;) ];ﬁlr?]ni sgrzrliseoatnth:ﬁ pge:encz.i | o not ﬁn ir&dividual matter, | (am \pot discunss'n% (§an behlalf f an ?]lngle Arab
last show (;f surprise a?]d he went on to an appreciated item of Eews ilgoqe taté withl whdm the Yectlfication of 2'bound ¥ Woula disouSsed in
prise, PP onfidence after the War, but on behalf of all the Arab peoples, who perceivi

| break off the transcript of the text here because of the dhsouthe two
egoing paragraphs, particularly of the second. The first is only clumsily put
together in the English transl ati on

conversational tone. The Shereef, who had inquired anxiously, by separae’ : . ) :

.- : . at their existence is bound wu [
letter, about the subsidies for the Holy Placastiibuted by Moslems in Egypt, dealing with me only, or am | acting for myself only, says Hussein inp an
learnt that he was to receive the alms which helped to keep his barren ”m%riental way ' '

State alive. It was the crumb of comfort at the end of a letter which left his
proposals unanswered.
The matter, of course, did not stop theresstin and his counsellors took

The second paragraph, literally translated above, is more obscure, and tl
official Arab translator has appended to it an explanatory version which goes &

Sir Henry McMahondés reply on the rE:OIO\(')VSl:Jnd. The Shereef sent an answer
on the 9th of September (29th Shawal, 1333) by return of secret agent, so to ~ Therefore they have fountinecessary to first discuss this point with
speak. It is a longer document than his first. the Power in whom they now have their confidence and trust as a final

appeal, viz., the illustrious British Empire. Their reason for this union
and confidence is mutual interest, the necessity of regulatirigptied
divisions and the feeling of their inhabitants, so that they may know how
to base their future and life, so not to meet her [England?] or any of her
allies in opposition to their resolution which would produce a contrary
issue, which God forbid!

To His Excellency the MosExalted, the Most Eminent, the British
High Commissioner in Egyfitmay God grant him success!

With great cheerfulness and delight | received your letter, dated the
19th Shawal 1333 (30th August 1915) and have given it great
consideration and regard, in &pbf the impression | received from it of
ambiguity and its tone of coldness and hesitation with regard to our

essential point. The translator has not been entirely successful in his own explanator
It is necessary to make clear to Your Ecxellency our sinceritytowards ver si on towards the end, whi ch mi
the illustrious British Empire, and our confession aéfprence for it in confidence in and desire for union with Britain is mutual interest, coupled with
all cases and matters and under all forms and circumstances. The real the need felt by the Arab peopls laying the basis of their future in a way
interests of the followers of our religion necessitate this. which will not bring either Britain or any of her allies across the path of their
intent. God forbid any such antagon
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This paragraph, in any case, is not of importance save as an explanatonpfol i ti cs, 6 and there is no cause t
motive. | @ntinue the text: letter by adding this finale.

It is a longwinded letter, but for all that very much to the point and carrying
some sly hits in it. In his own phraseology the Sheredd Sir Henry
Mc Mahon that the | atterds message
The High Commi ssioneros air of no:
nowise deceived that dignitary.

He reiterated his situation: he was not speaking for himself:nthist be
understood once and for all. He was speaking now and henceforth for all Arab;
who knew of his demands, and had entrusted him with the making of themnr
This was as true of the Arabs serving at present under the Turkish colours as f
anybody, andhe part that Arabs took now in the War would depend upon the
Hi gh Commi ssi oner s acceptance or
Shereefdos first letter. Hussein stoc
the Arab peoples within their naalrboundaries. The boundaries he had
postulated contained no foreign inhabitants, but were truly Arab. It was tc
Britain the Arabs now made their final appeal, as they believed that Britain
could serve them best and they best serve Britain. God forbidBtitatn
should refuse this appeal, and that they should have to turn to the foe for help
securing their aims.

The hint that the Arabs might be driven to come to an arrangement with th
Turks was a timely one. Though a good bargaining move, it was me me
bargaining move. The Dardanelles expedition was now evidently no longe
likely to succeed, and with the Turks victorious at the Dardanelles, the positiol
of Hussein would become perilous. His only resource might be to patch uj
relations with the TurksHe did not care for this, because his heart was set on
the British alliance, and all that would be obtained from Turkey would be a
promise of autonomy for the Arab countries as provinces of Turkey. Whethe
this promise too in the event of Turkish victorpuwid ever be fulfilled and he
himself be left in Mecca was very doubtful. But he might be forced to
compound upon those lines, if the present opportunity of acting along with the
Allies was lost, and he and his people became isolated.

It is to be noted thahe Arabs, whom he represented, sought to join forces
with the Allies at a juncture when things were not looking at all favourable for

conformabe 1o ts policy in this subject, communicate it ©0 s and oot Ao RS M GBI OOt R o back at Galpoll Not
specify the course we should follow. 4 ' y pol.

. : A . long after his_second document reache irg, indeed, the possibility, of
wh(l) igthe?elal Ifact(;:r i6r11 (Sevgr;thinlg t is only Godo6s wi I(I-:‘vr]acua |o|b1 'frgmﬁthegsﬁaa}tgngegar&%) beg c%%si el#e{(jj.go% th8 11th of (Bctot;?«
' Lord Kitchener cabled from London to Sir lan Hamilton to ask what |ldsses
The Shereefodos | etter concluded wiforésawsfthimeperdtienavbreuindedaken.det ai | s about ho
Egyptian alms for the Holy Places and grain for the Hedjaz population were to  Our authorities in Egypt, as may be imagined, were, careworn now. In
be sent. But in the Shereef 0s owithn wadditionsta thefgredt Sallipahi petil, other alangers thad snanifestedhthemsglve
which, if small in comparison, were disturbing and might ecttelo this day

For the object is, honourable Minister, the truth which is established
on a basis which guarantees the essential sources of life in future.

Yet within these limits theytie Arab$ have not included places
inhabited by a foreign race. i a vain show of words and titles [i.&o,
include such places would be a vain show of nominal claivesy God
have mercy on the Caliphate and comfort Moslems within it.

I am confident that Your Excellency will not doubt that it is not |
personally whoam demanding ofsjc] these limits which include only
our race, but that they are all proposals of the people who, in short,
believe that they are necessary for economic life.

Is this not right, Your Excellency the Minister?

In a word, Your High Excellengywe are firm in our sincerity and
declaring our preference for loyalty towards you, whether you are
satisfied with us as has been said, or angry.

With reference to your remark in your letter abonentioned, that
some of our people are still doing theimast in promoting the interests
of Turkey, your Perfectness would not permit you to make this an excuse
for the tone of coldness and hesitation with regard to our demands,
demands which | cannot admit that you, as a man of sound opinion, will
deny to be acessary for our existence. Nay, they are the essential
essence of our life, material and moral.

Up to the present moment | am myself with all my might carrying out
in my country all things in conformity with the Islamic law, all things
which tend to benéfthe rest of the kingdom, and | shall continue to do
so till it pleases God to order otherwise.

In order to reassure Your Excellency, | can declare that the whole
country, together with those who you say are submitting themselves to
TurcoGerman ordersare all waiting the result of these negotiations,
which are dependent only on your refusal or acceptance of the question
of the limits [i.e.,boundarie} and on your declaration of safeguarding
their religion first and then the rest of rights from anynhar danger.

Whatever the illustrious Government of Great Britain finds
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some of these lesser troubles remain unknown by the general public, thoughe Arabs in with us, that the opportunity would be lost if this was not done
they have been <chr oni clGffidal Hidioroftevesgomaad, 0 says the

War, iGer man and Turkish agents wer e Hetbertwdokiew theoTurksasdk veell, thoughtitbal teey wosll@ eetore oy
weak spots,ldwi ng t he smoul dering coal s odome reund tg that wffer di autonoey to dhe Qrabs wiich thayehad before
frontier of Egypt the Senussi tribe was in communication with Constantinopler e f used t o make. AThree years ago
E n v er dretheh BuriBey, and a stiffening of German and Turkish officers Committee of [Union and Progress; the Young Twidikng group] had learnt its
was with the chief of the trib&sayed Ahmed, who had been urged (as Cairo lesson in Albania and were ready to offer the Arabs practically any form of
learned from intercepted letters) by the Sultan to proclainetiedagainst the autonomy that they might choose to demand. He thought that thes

Allies. concessions, accompanied by flattery and the petting at Constantinople of tt
AThis threat in the western deser Sheikhse muld disposedof theo Aralp questiont Tihé Germans have évemi nmmoi
autumn in war. . . . In the Soudan also theese sporadic disturbances. These dazzling gifts to offer, and fiercer penalties to threaten, and the Arabs feel the

were due in part to the wuneasiness twhei cnho m&rnea tf oBr intaskii mags tvheeri rwidtelc i tsh e
(i.e. with Mohammed V, the existing Turkish Caliph) aroused among the The Arab attitude and Arab hopes were explained to Herpekziz Bey el
Moslem population, but still more to the propaganda of Turkish eméssari 0 Ma s r i . Aziz Bcy, whom Lawrence cal
(Official History.) unofficial Arab legate in Cairo at the time. Through him, as has been statec
On the west of the Soudan too, the Sultan of Darfur was rousing anxietyord Kitchener had inquired, more than a year before, whether the Arat
which was to be justified. He was planning in fact an attack on the Soudarbattalions in Mesogamia might not desert to the British flag.
which it was his role to deliver at the same time that the Senussi struck at Aziz was well qualified to expound his countrymen therefore and he told
Egypt. He did not keep this appointment, but was crushed six months later irHerbert what the reader has already learned, that the strength of the Are
the most ignored, the smallest and one of the most enterprising actions of thmovement lay in its young men. The Committees of the Arab ythaghmen of
War. the secret societies, wherever they were placed, however, were wise enough
At one time, however, the military and civil chiefs in Cairo, between him work through the Shereef of Mecca. They did not make the mistake of the
and his compeers, had abaighteen hundred miles of complications to deal Young Turks in despising reverence and tradition. Under the Ottoman regim
with on the flank of Egypt and of the Soudan, in addition to the major operatiormany of them had aied at winning autonomy, but the Young Turks so far had
at Gallipoli. At the gates of the Red Sea, too, at Perim and at Aden, attacks hadade that impossible. If England would help the Arabs they would accept fron
been launched by the enemy. Therefore therShe f 6 s r e n e we dhercafpbrteom of what th&/iwere promised by the Germans. The Germans hg
Henry McMahon of an Arab alliance was something that could no longermade sweeping offers in British Africa. But if Eagd remained cold they
receive a temporizing answer. The High Commissioner, who had been anxiousould have to make the best terms they could and that, in all probability, ven
himself from the first for AngleArab cooperation and had not put Hussein off soon. The way in which the War was going for us in the East made the Arab
very wluntarily, pressed upon the Home Government the necessity of a definitéear for their freedom.
step to win over the Arabs. Aziz, in fact, corroborated that what Hussein had sa&® indeed the
Aubrey Herbert, who was engaged on politiaiitary missions then in the  genuine demand of all the Arabs, and he confirmed the need of speedy action.
Near East, after being wounded when serving with the Irish Guards in France, After communicating with the Government in England, Sir Henry
arrived in Egypt that October. His record of the situation there shows howMcMahon was empowered to take this action. This he did despite certail
things stood, and his record can be trusted. Few men had had such intimatemplications which now besbim. They arose from the French aspirations in
contact with the Moslem world as he, and few have enjoyed such qualities oByria. A French diplomatist, M. Picot (not too well chosen, for reasons which
head and of heart. He was thatagest of all rarities, a chivalrous expert. When wi I | transpire) was then engaged in
he arrived in Cairo, he says, it he aAra bc ognwseud ttiaadn omad irne atké thedpiietuderdor SBraes &
General (Sir John Maxwell, G.O.C. in Egypt), Clayton (the Chief of official move or other by France. The nature of this had been forecast in Egyf
Intelligence), Cheatham (Sir Milne Cheatham, the Foreignfic®©f to Sir Mark Sykes, a British kniglgrrant, under direct orders from Kitchener
representative), and the High Commissioner (Sir Henry McMahon). They allto make a report on conditions in the same area as Picot, though hi
agreed that it was aflmost supreme importanze (t he it al i ¢cs camms smiome )a nitteod agteetd Picot 6s. I n Jul
AFrance must have Damascus. 0
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The truth was that the French at t hlathe SheramfoihMeccafwithitlesah nxi ous to part th
skin as soon as war with the Turkish lion began. They had a tentative | have received your letter of the 29th of Shawal [9th of September]
arrangementconcluded in the spring of 1915, with Britain and Russia by which ~ with much pleasure, and yoexpression of friendliness and sincerity
the spheres of influence of the three countries in the Turkish dominions were have given me the greatest satisfaction.
generally indicated, Russia to be granted the Straits and Constantinople. The | regret that you should have received from my last letter the
spheres of influence of courseesg intended to become spheres of annexation,  impression that | regarded the question of the limits and boundaries with
in the minds of two of the parties concerned, France and Russia, though nothing coldness and hesitation. Such was the case, but it appeared to me that
was defined and as far as France was concerned her aims in Syria might have the moment had not yet arrived when they could be most profitably
been reached through a vassal principality. It wasnged that the agreement discussed.
should take definite form later. I have realized however from your last letter that you regard this

It is important to understand that this agreement had nothing to do with question as one of vital and urgent importance. | have therefore lost no
rights. None of the parties concerned had any rights in the Turkish dominions. time in informing the Government of Great Britain of the contents of
The ornamental religious protection given tatib Christians in Syria by your letter, and it is with great pleasure that | communicate to you on
France, Russiabs similar protecti on tdir bé&halfeteekfoll@ing staemensg misich | gna eoaefidenthyeumwilin o
claims whatever on Turkish soil. The tripartite agreement was simply one for receive with satisfaction.

convenience in view of the division of possible future spoils, sooiharrelling The districts of Mesina and Alexandretta and portions of Syria lying
and disputes about them might not set in at once, following success of Allied to the west of the districts of Damascus, Hama, Homs and Aleppo cannot
arms at the Dardanelles or elsewhere. be said to be purely Arab, and should be excluded from the proposed
That this was sbt hat t here was no quest i on limite aranbpundanes. gNith shé abwwe | nwodifigationg and evithout
any of the AlIIlies pr ev emtcanrbg estdhlished He nprejudicdlto diadxistingireatiea with Arab chiefs, we accept these limits
from diplomatic documents of the period. They will be quoted in due course, in and boundaries, and in regard to those portions of the territories therein
a later (the twentjifth) chapter of this book. It would complicate the subject in which Great Britain is free to act without detriment to the interests of
matter of the present chapter to introduce them textually here. It wit day her ally, France, 1 am empowdré the name of the Government of

that in March the British Government had not accepted a declaration of the Great Britain to give the following assurances and to make the following
French Government that France would annex Syria in the event of Turkish reply to your letter:

defeat, and had declared formally that it was precipitate to divide the Turkish Subject to the above modifications, Great Britain is prepared to
dominions at the prest stage. The British memorandum which conveyed His  recognize and support the independence of the Arabs witlén th

Maj estybs Governmentds views had ¢go nterritaries intlueddnahe lingits aand boundaties prdpased by thedShereef
in mind was not division of this kind but the creation of an independent of Mecca.

Moslem Power, into which Arabia would probably entew, replace the Great Britain will guarantee the Holy Places against all external
(assumed) disappearance of the Turks from Constantinople. aggression and will recognize their individuality.

This Moslem State, the British Government said, it considered absolutely When the situation admits, Great Britain will givette Arabs her
necessary. The French had to put up with this, but insisted on maintaining their advice, and will assist them to establish what may appear to be the most
contingent fmxeheor el hef dismpfhlewue of i nf [sutable foens of goveonmendiretitbse vari@us territavies.e

a complication, but not an impediment in the negotiations with the Shereef. For On the other hand it is understood that the Arabs have decided to seek
these reasons McMahon, when he resumed correspondence, made allowancethe advice and guidance of Great Britanly, and that such European

for it. It does not appear that he knew of the exchasfgrotes in Europe advisers and officials as maybe required for a sound form of
between France and Britain and Russia, but he had received general directives administration will be British.
from London upon the subject of the French sphere. With regard to the vilayets of Baghdad and Basra, the Arabs will

It was on the 25th of October that the High Commissioner, then, replied to recognize that the established position and interests of GreainBri
the Shereef of Mecca. The docurh#hich he sent to him was an acceptance of  necessitate special measures of administrative control, in order to secure
the Arab terms, with a modification in the interests of France, as follows: these territories from foreign aggression, to promote the welfare of the
local population, and to safeguard our mutual economic interests.
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| am convinced that this declaratiosill assure you beyond all below the other, in the order from the north of Aleppo, Hama, Homs and
possible doubt of the sympathy of Great Britain towards the aspirations Damascus. The country lying to the west of them roughly corresponds to th
of her traditional friends, the Arabs, and will result in a firm and lasting  coastal territory of the present French Mandatsphere. At the time the
alliance, the immediate result of which will be the expulsion of the Turks  document was indited it corresponded to the sphere of influence which sh
from the Arab countries and the freeing of the Arab peoples from the claimed.

Turkish yoke, which for so many years has pressed heavily upon them. But if there was this reservation placed upon the northern coastal district o
I have confined myself in this letter to the more vital and important  Syria, there was no reservation whatsoever mentioned of the soythere sf
guestions, and if there are any other matters da#it iw your letters the Arab territories, Palestine. For this reasordap, more than twenty years
which | have omitted to mention, we may discuss them at some after this AngleArab treaty was concluded, the treaty remains of momentous
convenient date in the future. importance to Palestine. It is not indeed the basis of the primal claim which th

It was with very great relief and satisfaction that | heard of the safe  Arabs m&e to Palestine, for that is based on their primordial right to their own
arrival of the Holy Carpet and the accompanying offerings, which thanks  country, and upon the illegitimacy of any Powers or of the League of Nations
to the clearness of your directions and the excellence of your or of any governments or institutions disposing of territory that does not belong
arrangements, were landed without trouble or mishap, in spite of the tothem.
dangers and difficulties occasioned by the present sad war. May God But after thatlaim, this one comes next, that in this document of the 25th of
soon bring a lasting peace and freedom to all peoples. October, 1915, Great Britain pledged herself to grant an independent Ara

I am sending this letter by the hand of your trusted and excellent Government to Palestine. That this is a just claim cannot be denied. Th
messenger, Sheikh Mohammed Ibn Arif Arayfan, and he will inform you  reservation made by Sir Henry McMahon thia territory to the west of the
of various matters of interest, but of less vital importance, which | have four cities of Damascus, Horns, Hama and Aleppo must be excluded does n
not mentioned in this letterHere follow theusual complimentk affect Palestine which lies, not west of these cities, but well south of them. Ir

A. HENRY MCMAHON. Syria, as it happens, t he llhubaaabsolute ne

That was the crucial document. The Shereef had presented his terms andt' erm. t here. There ar e no Juttiwestpeé
alestine is no more west of the French section of Syria than the lower half ¢

it they were accepted formally, und_er the hand of the High Commissioner_fo\}hés hage Whicr?_lthesread% has unges h'seyées isdy%s o itr$ uPpeL ihal{.
COTP g e e et represent att v ELdE i ol L s SRR
is as solemn and binding an engagement as any into which Great Britain hig% very phrases of the rea?y, as It Were, asseverate its inclusion. ere v
entered. It accepts the Shereef of Mecca as the accredited spokesman of t;ﬁgre free to act without detriment to French interests, that is where we accepte

Arab peoples and accepts thama negotiating body, inasmuch as it stipulates hé Arab boundaries wibut question. In the Persian Gulf hinterland there are

in several paragraphs of what nature the relations between them and Gre%lpylatlons about adr_nlnlstratlve control, and about the acceptance of Britis|
Britain are to be. advisers or helpers in the new Arab States, but about fundamental Ara

Its terms are as plain as its character. It undertakes to recognize and %da%pﬁgde:gf ff)?r:nga{ssep;erg ?Qm:eéﬁtilghtzzcﬁ%tfa%gtﬂnénabogtrttr;? the
support the independence of the Aratithin the frontiers designated by the 9 ying anyw y P

Shereef. But it makes a couple of provisos to this undertaking. It rejects thg5 r't;sgessiﬁgnigogalﬁmig p;srefli)r/ n,:\lral?: ’otrzer}rr]ﬁtles dn?osenteg‘;ﬁ}nl?lrvotrgagguiomme
Arab claim to Mersina and to Alexandretta, in the northern boundary; and in th ’ ’ y st '

western boundary, whi ¢ h i onstitated &y tigh e%ﬂ%l@?, gsso f%r rasa'# nglghtVQ% rgquwhe% as S.thée.HquaZ ftself. | qlo_ nc'
coasts of the Red Sea and of the Mediterranean in succession, it makesPLPOSE: erefore, to enlarge Much further upon Mis point, important as it is,

proviso soncerning the extreme nor (b NN 6L 8o L PATan bl e com
lying to the west of the districts of Damascus, Hama, Homs and Aleppo cann# PP P g

. . reaty, in the interests of Zionism.
Eeosildnt?j baprurielyeAsrab gnd should be excluded from the proposed limits and All that need be emphasized for the moment is that in October, 1915, ther

The Arabic word here transl ated a tast rﬁ]odt?()e%gptrri'gi r%SQOi%Z'EL?e %Lfrar:égrrea\jﬁj?nxytgr\guglsr?grl]esg'%nelgglug?:bf]b’%e‘i \
adjacencies, what we cal l nowadays coﬁgldg:g]laan?ew?]:ﬁ % p&ﬂ\'/vi.scntwur?tr avT/hicﬁ ge uired & s écial regime.
specified lie, as algnce at the map shows, pretty much in a straight line, one y 9 P gime.
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Palestine was not yet invested with political singularity nor was there any show 2. As the provinces of the Irak are parts of the pure Arab kingdom and
of inability to treat it because of a supposed historic Jewish lien upon it, were, in fact, the seat of its Governments in the time ofllzi Abu
exactly as the other parts of the Arab territories were treated. In October, 1915, Talib, and in the time of all Caliphs who succeeded him; and as in them
the official doctrine of dual ownership of Palestine had not yet been concocted. began the civilization of the Arabs, and as their towns in those provinces
All the phrases and descriptions andnfiulas indeed which appertain to this are the first towns built in Islam where the Arab power became so great:
doctrine, to which we have grown accustomed since upon the lips of eur pro therefore, these provinceseagreatly valued by all Arabs far and near
Zionist Cabinemministers and other adherents of the Zionist doctrine, are all and their traditions cannot be forgotten by them. Consequently, we

catchwords of yesterday, nothing but figments and pretencegnietain order cannot satisfy the Arab nations or make them submit to give up such a
to screen a theory which cannot bear the light and to give adiescended air title to nobility. But in order to render an accord easy, and to take into
to a policy without antecedents. consideration the assurances mentioned in the fifth article of your letter,
That required to be stated plainly. We can now pass on again to the to keep and guard our mutual interests in that country, as they are one
documents exchanged by the Shereef of Mecca and the HigmiSsioner. and the same, for all these reasons we might agree to leave under the

Hussein had been urged, in the last quoted of these, to take up arms against theBritish administration for a short tenthose districts now occupied by
Turks without delay. In its text the hope was expressed that the immediate the British troops, without the rights of either party being prejudiced
results of the new alliance would be the expulsion of the Turks from the Arab thereby (especially those of the Arab nation, which interests are to it
countries. economic and vital), and against a suitable sum paid as compensation to
The Shereef however had some stipulations yet to make. He could not leave the oher kingdom for the period of occupation, in order to meet
the Arab attitude towards the modifications and amendments of Sir Henry expenses which every new kingdom is bound to support, at the same

McMahon unstated. time respecting your Agreements with the Sheikhs of those districts, and
He replied quickly enough, on the Moslem date of the 27th Zul Hijj, 1333  especially those which are essential.
(5th November, 1915 3. In your desire thasten the movement, we see not only advantages

but grounds of apprehension. The first of these grounds is the fear of the
blame of the Moslems of the opposite party, as has already happened in
the past, who would declare that we have revolted agairesh lahd
ruined its forces. The second is that, standing in the face of Turkey,
which is supported by all the forces of Germany, we do not know what
Great Britain and her allies would do if one of the Entente Powers were
weakened and obliged to make peace. fdar that the Arab nation will
then be left alone in the face of Turkey, together with her allies, but we
would not at all mind if we were to face the Turks alone. Therefore, it is
necessary to take these points into consideration, in order to avoid a
peace being concluded in which the parties concerned may decide the
fate of our people as if we had taken part in the War without making
good our claims to official consideration.

4. The Arab nation has a strong belief that after this war is over the
Turks, under German influence, will direct their efforts to provoke the
Arabs and violate their rights, both material and moral, to wipe out their
nobility and honour, and reduce them to utter submission, as they are
determined to ruin them entirely. The reastorsthe slowness shown in

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

To His Excellency the Most Exalted and Eminent Minister who is
endowed with the highest authority and soundness of opinion. May God
guide him to do His will!

| received with great pleasure your horemlidetter, dated 15th Zul
Hijj [24th October], to which | beg to answer as follows:

1. In order to facilitate an agreement and to render a service to Islam,
and at the same time to avoid all that may cause Islam troubles and
hardshipd seeing moreover thawe have great consideration for the
distinguished qualities and dispositions of the Government of Great
Britaind we renounce our insistence on the inclusion of the Vilayets of
Mersina and Adana in the Arab kingdom. But the provinces of Aleppo
and Beyrout amh their seacoasts are purely Arab provinces, and there is
no difference between a Moslem and a Christian Arab: they are both
descendants of one forefather.

We Moslems will follow the footsteps of the Commander of the
Faithful, Omar Ibn Khattab, and oth&aliphs succeeding him, who
ordained in the laws of the Moslem faith that Moslems should treat the

: . our ac have.alre e nsttd
Egrlcf]tr: 2??&12: tr[:teze;/rv?/ialtl tr?ae\:nesetlr\}/:sﬁs Ol(e]ntl’1eAilrak)e.%dplbr&f(l)F eGover me%:tof\ﬁr[qeatanta#nshlr
. ' : . Y, S willht leave ther do thems Ives at the con ion ein
dutesasor sel ves. 0 They wil/l thus enj fhetface L Turl?ey and@GerrEna:é%andsthat 1o bpor ?ﬁ

it accords with the general interest of the whole nation.
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effectively defend them, then to enter the War at once will, no doubt, be adopted led to an important occurrence. The French Military Attaché in Londor
in conformity with the general interests of the Arabs. presented to th€hief of the Imperial General Staff a short note of which these

6. Our letter dated the 29th Shawal, 1398 [of September 19]15 are the first two paragraphs:
saves us the trouble of repeating our opiniontaarticles 3 and 4 of
your honoured last letter regarding administration, Government advisers
and officials, especially as you have declared, O exalted Minister, that
you will not interfere with internal affairs.

7. The arrival of a clear and definitesaver as soon as possible to the
above proposals is expected. We have done our utmost in making
concessions in order to come to an agreement satisfying both parties. We
know that our lot in this war will be either a success which will guarantee
to the Arabsa life becoming their past history, or destruction in the
attempt to attain their objects. Had it not been for the determination
which | see in the Arabs for the attainment of their objects, | would have
preferred to seclude myself on one of the heightsmountain, but they,

Should the British Government be considering a disembarkation of
troops in the gulf of Alexandretta in order to cut the railway to Palestine,
they will have to @ke into consideration not only the economic interests
but also the moral and political interests of France in these countries.

French public opinion could not be indifferent to any operations
attempted in a country which it considers as destined to fanmop the
future Syrian state; and it would require of the French Government not
only that no military operations should be undertaken in this particular
country without previous agreement between the Allies, but also that,
should such action be taken.etlyreater part of the task should be
entrusted to French troops and to the French generals commanding them.

the Arabs, have insisted that | should guide the movement to this end. This was an odd announcement, for the French at the time could not ha
May God keep you safe and victorious, as we devoutly hope and produced the troops to whom they demanded that the greater part of the ta
desire. should be entrusted. The note in reality was a veto upon an Alexandrett

expedition, and after a day of conference the Prime Minister cabled tc
Ritchener that our Government had decided against it.

The chief consequence of the note, however, was to boirey Head the
business of the French sphere in Syrah e preposition
circumstances having an unwontedly expansive sense. It was evident that Gre
. . . : ritain must know where she stood in this matter by getting the French tc
But what concerns us most here is his first article. Renouncing Mersina am?efine their demands.ord Kitchener had returned to England at the end of
Adana, he still lays claim to the provinces of Aleppo and of Beyrout and theirNovember and in December his emissary Sir Mark Sykes, who had gon
coasts rather than to the urban districts only of Horns, Hama, Aleppo angnean hile; to_India 1o talk to_the Viceray upon the future of’ Mesopotamia
Damascus. He had beentaldd t he French contenti ?epurnedﬂolﬁngt%doeé upon £ A ARR 5% '
prote_ction of the Christian_ Arabs in Syr_ia, b.UI gave no heed to it. Almost at once .Sir Mark Sykes was comriosed by the Foreign Office to
in tﬁg iﬂferlt/yalMEc'\)ﬂrzhlgirt]cﬂfnE(r)thirrigglftlgargP?oer%irg?ﬁrt.o'\il:ﬁ\?egi?]et:t;%?nned meet M. Picot, the French diplomatist who had been on mission in Egypt, ani

' with him to put on paper a scheme for the definition and delimitation of Frencr

Gallipoli _and in all the Levant. Plans fpr evacuation of Gallipoll WEre NOW IN 414 British interests in the Turkish Near East. These were notvéhgiterms
preparation, and a proposal for a landing at Alexandretta by the Allies in force

(an army of 100,000 men was suggested) had been debated. Lord KitchenOf reference, but to this they amounted. The agreement when reached was

) o ) - fémain confidential, as the negotiations between the two men were to be. Tt
examined intotion the day of his arrival at Mudros, the 10th of November. Ther eason adduced for this was that si

ﬁrigz coeualltrj r}grliﬂge%arti p\zg 'Entg\ﬁ Sﬁgdergzlisécvzy Cf?g:g réavrieadél)qr;e Efgggretter no be published while the lion lived. It would of course be submitted to
: year, : ' y y Russia, .as whatever delimitations Sykes and Picot drew up would be th
di vi si ons, sent t hwdere, sodoag as théyamsre @ut c e

n.y A .
. . D , : . eXpected definite form of the earl:.
quickly into the firingline, or withdrawn far from the sight and help of their The French Government, through M. Picatho i@ %reé)arafion for. his

;ng;nngr:tt;r lots.o There could be no M Uytiskidh Yhad nggn\év to Pcc?nferaw(l“thctls?err]:'%r%ié]nyOffi e'in Londoah,nh%d Bedr
The Alexéndretta lan was disapproved. as it happened.trated informed of the AngleArab Treaty after Sir Henry McMahon had sent the
grounds independentl?/ of this consigtleoration’ by both tr?ep Adm’iraltyg;(r;d thecrucial letter of agreement to the Shereef of Mecca. M. Picot, told on the 23rt
General Staff of the Army. But the chance in early November that it might bemc November, had returned on the 21st of December to signify French

PALESTINE: THE REALITY 47

In this communication the Shereef Hussein takes the very proper precautio
of demanding awgprantee that peace shall not be concluded by his future Allies
without their giving official support to the Arab claims. He accepts, in some
ways more definitely than had been asked, British control irdIfak a time
and against a suitable consideration.



agreement to the situation on the lines of the McMahon reservations. The Baghdad, and the adequate safeguarding of these interests calls for a
French would administer the coastal area, while Arab government of the four much fuller and more detailed consideration than the present situation
towns of Homs, Hama, Damascus and Aleppo wdolé fiunder F and theculgency of these negotiations permits.
influence. 0 We fully appreciate your desire for cautiondane have no wish to

On the other hand Sir Henry McMahon was never informed of the Sykes  urge you to hasty action, which might jeopardize the eventual success of
Picot negotiations. The Shereef Hussein consequently was kept in the dark your projects, but in the meantime it is most essential that you should

about them also. The Arab bureau in Cairo, founded by Gilbert Clayton, to spare no efforts to attach all the Arab people to our united cause and urge

which Lawence had gone, and Hogarth, and Newcdanthe gunner who them to afforcho assistance to our enemies.

disguised as a Bedouin had mapped the Sinai peninsud others who were It is on the success of these efforts and on the more active measures
to make considerable names, that too was kept in the dark. So that its businesswhich the Arabs may take hereafter in support of our cause, when the

of controlling relations with the Arabs wagdiated unknown to it. time for action comes, that the permanence and strength of our

It was in this ignorance, therefore, that the High Commissioner now sent his agreement must depend.
third reply to the Shereef. Things were as bad as they could be at the time in Under these circumstances | am further directed by the Government
respect of the War in the Near East. The evacuation of Gallipoli was atihand:  of Great Britain to inform you that you may rest assured that Great
started just after his missive was sent. Sollum had been evacuated too, and Britain has no intention of concluding any peace on terms of which the
hostilities against the Senussi had become necessary. German submarine freedom of the Arab peoples from German and Turdismination does
warfare was beginning to impede Mediterranean communications. In not form an essential condition.

Mesopotamia the British force under Gaiéfownshend was besieged in Kut As an earnest of our intentions, and in order to aid you in your efforts
el-Amara, with no prospect of relief. It was more than ever imperative for us to  in our joint cause, | am sending by your trustworthy messenger a sum of
gain the help of the Arabs. £20,000.

Sir Henry McMahon wrote, on the 14th of December: [Customary greetings

To Shereef Hussein. A. H. MCMAHON.
[After customary greetings and acknowledgimainprevious letter] By this documat the Shereef received the guarantee he had asked that n
| am gratified to observe that you agree to the exclusion of the separate peace would be concluded by the British Government, and that tf
vilayets [provinces] of Mersina and Adana from the boundaries of the liberation of the Arabs would be an essential part of any peeat. The

Arabsodé6 territories. Arabs in fact were made members of the comftyhe Allies by it, and with

1 also note with great pleasure and satisfaction your assurances that Great Britain in particular it might be called a wedding. The prosecution of the
the Arabsare determined to act in conformity with the precepts laid War was now fiour joint causeo: Brit
down by Omar Ibn Khattab and the early Caliphs, which secure the weddingring was clasped on, in the final paragraph.
rights and privileges of all religions alike. The High Commigsner was not in a position to give Hussein a definite

In stating that the Arabs are ready to recognize and respect all our answer upon the territory between the coast and Aleppo and Beyrout. H
treaties with Ard chiefs, it is of course understood that this will apply to supposed no doubt that the Home Government would come to a decision upt
all territories included in the Arab kingdom, as the Government of Great  French claims some day, and that whenever this occuerduihiself would be

Britain cannot repudiate engagements which already exist. informed and would have to tell the Shereef. But he dated this announcement
With regard to the vilayets of Aleppo and Beyrout, the Governmen t he Whitehall Kal ends, Ain d-Rieot c ¢

of Great Britain had taken careful note of your observations, but, as the negotiations had begun.

interests of our ally, France, are involved, the question will require He sent a private letter to the Shereef along with the official m which

careful consideration, and a further communication on the subject will be there is reason to suppose he warned him that it was no good holdin

addressed to you in due course. everything up by insistence upon the North Syrian territory, as in this matter th

The Government of Great Britain, as | have already informed you,are Br i ti sh Government s hands were bou
ready to give all guarantees of assistance and support within their power were unbound. Ko any idea of monetary compensation in Irak had best be left
to the Arab kingdom, but their interests demand, as you yourself have for future discussion.
recognized, a friendly and stable administratiin the vilayet of
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Hi s advice, by letter word of

of 1916, the Shereef sent his final reply:

or

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

To His Excellency the eminent, energetic, and magnanimous
Minister.

We received from the bearer your two letters, dated 9th Safar 1334.
[16th December, 1915. Note. There is some confusion of dates here. The
date of Sir Henry
letter may have been dated the 16th and the two were dispatched
together. Or the translator may have made a slip. It is of no
consequence, as the last communication from Cairo, whether of the 14th
or 16th is the subject of reply. Ino@peat the first
sake]

We received from the bearer your two letters, dated 9th Safar 1334,
with great respect and honour, and | have understood their contents,
which caused me the greatest pleasure and satisfaction, as they removed
tha which had made me uneasy.

Your Honour will have realized, after the arrival of Mohammed
(Faroki) Shereef and his interview with you, that all our procedure up to
the present was of no personal inclination or the like, which would have
been wholly uninteigible, but that everything was the result of the
conditions and desires of our peoples, and that we are but transmitters
and executants of such decisions and desires in the position they (our
people) have pressed upon us.

These truths are in my opiniorery important, and deserve your
Honour 6s speci al attention and

With regard to what has been stated in your honoured communication
concerning El Irak, as to the matter of compensation for the period of
occupation, we, in order to strengthée tonfidence of Great Britain in
our attitude and in our words and actions, really and veritably, and in
order to give her evidence of our certainty and assurance in trusting her
glorious Government, leave the determination of the amount to the
perceptiorof her wisdom and justice.

As regards the northern parts and their coasts, we have already stated
in our previous letter what were the utmost possible modifications. And
all this was only done so as to fulfil those aspirations whose attainment is
designedby the will of the Blessed and Supreme God. It is this same
feeling and desire which impelled us to avoid what may possibly injure
the alliance of Great Britain and France and the agreement made between
them during the present war and calamities; yetine it our duty that
the eminent Minister should be sure that, at the first opportunity after this
war is finished, we shall ask you (what we avert our eyes fredayp
for what we now leave to France in Beyrout and its coasts.
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Mc Maldth. His privdtee t t e r

phr

mo ul tddnot fimdaitnecessalpedraw yoar rattentionnto tieefast théteoarr 6
plan is of greater security to the interests and presumption of the rights of
Great Britain than it is to us; and will necessarily be so, whatever may
happen, so that Great Britain may finally see all her owmlesdn that
contentment and advancement which she is endeavouring to establish for
them now, especially as her allies being neighbours to us will be the
germ of difficulties and discussions with which there will be no peace of
miqd. In agdiiti'\)/n to Whi%hgte p oHIee of Beyr(_)ut decidedly will never
accep% such |soFat|ons, and they may oblige us to undertake new
measures which may exercise Great Britain, certainly not less than her
present troubles, because of our belief and certainty in the reciprocity of
%ursir%terefsts yvhiclg is éh(lg on%ty ause that caused us never to_care to
negotiate with any Power but you. Consequently, it is impossible to
allow any derogation that gives France, or any other Power, a span of
land in those regions.

On receipt of this Sir HegrMcMahon cabled home for final instructions.
The Shereef had shown himself accommodating by his willingness to adjourn
settlement in North Syria with the French till the close of the War. He did not
accept an iota of the French claims, though. To ol#aimdjournment and to
leave the issue open, however, fitted in temporarily, if it did nothing else, with
t he Foreign Of fi ceds -Pitowarangefmentr witht h
France. All really would depend in the upshot upon how far this arrangemen
corformed to the Treaty with Hussein. What would happen if the Shereef anc
the Arabs were confronted eventually with an arrangement which did not s
conform, no one apparently stopped to consider.

¢ o n sSodhe HightCorontissioner was told to close with the termwasfinally

adjusted. There was some satisfaction indeed that the Shereef had not stuck
for more. We needed the Arabs very, very badly, and the High Commissione
actually had in his desk a permit to abandon all claim to British control in the
provincesof Basra and Baghdad if something more were needful to bring the
Arabs in.

Sir Henry wrote to the Shereef a short final letter on the 30th Januar)
announcing

I have received orders from my Government to inform you that all
your demands are accepted, arat #il that you ask for will be sent.

What had been requested was munitions and funds, and the rest of the let
dealt with technical details. The Shereef acknowledged it from Mecca on the
14th Rabi el AharRabi Il) 1334 (6th of February, 191)an a shat final letter,
saying

I have received with joy and happiness your last letter, dated 24th

Rabi 1, 1334 [30th January, 1916] and | have taken thorough
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understanding of what it contained. | sBatbod willingd work to write of the Arabs within the territories included in the limits and boundaries
the word of the Arabs andto begini t h Godds per mi s siporno ptohsee da dotyi Mihtei eSsher eef of Mecca. 0

soon [i.e., shall strive to put on record how the Arabs keep their word These boundaries enclosed Palestine. There was no mention of its exclusic
and shall with Godés will start o Wegaveosiwordlthatbri ite soil tisedkals jshould be free of all foreign control

The rest of the text of this final letter was lost in Mecca at the fall of the S2V¢ such as they chose of their own will.

Hashimite dyasty. But it was not of consequence. The McMaHassein elzg;thELTgrse’thvéergar\ggr:f[;t\i,\\l/ Zr%ft?h?iégerif EL;SS;FII’?(,)nnOStt ?/vshc?k?ee ;ergf |
Correspondence, as it is generally called, closed as a political instrument wit ’ P heopes, 9

Great Britainos acceptance of Che  SREFAEE ghaMaBELe I I o ns
correspondence only in so far as the papéich compose it, owing to the embers of national socigties which had theirprogts in Palestine. The)
distance between the negotiators, had to be exchanged in the form of letters. ' -

But in fact it was as much of a correspondence in the ordinary sense of th%ﬁsgzdggi%ﬂtgungjrgefis\i’\éhlcguht?]i ll(;rr]]% ?ae;r; ﬂlﬁeE“mM'Egéileﬁraongé:r?:grﬁf Asi
word as were the notes which the negotiators of Versailles occédgipuahed ’ X 9 9 ‘

across the table to each other. Minor to the Egyptian borders.

It constitutes the negotiations of a treaty and the conclusion of a treaty. The
pertinent portions of its text enunciate and then ratify the terms. It is a treaty.
The Shereef of Mecca described it in his first oent as a treaty, and the CHAPTER VII
te,m_]S thus enunciated were accep'_[ed_. Mr. Lloyd George himself as P“m_e The Progress of ZionistnWeizmann, Balfour, Sir Herbert Samuel apgear
Minister acknowledged, and indeed insisted to the French Government, that it zjonist approaches to Asquith, Lloyd GeorgedaGreyy Another Manchester
had treatyforce. Schoob The first false ste The Grey Memorandum.

It forms a lengthy set of documents, particularly if read wille _ " -
explanations made necessary to describe its course as negotiations went alon ,Wh'le t.hﬁ éAr_ab_s haﬁl th\ije?] onto re(;:ogn_lélon hOf ;helr_ mdoependence and 1
and on some counts | should have preferred to quote its salient passages orﬁﬂ'ance with Britain, what had happened amidst the Zionists:

But | have decided to give it in full because it has never been published i AL _the outbre_:ak of the War there were fiftjne Jewish_ colo_nies in
Britain,! nor, asfar as | know, been published at all anywhere, save in Arabic alestine, nurturing a population of some_twelve thousand mh_abltants. Som
works seventy thousand more were congregated in the towns, mostly in Jerusalem.

Reading the full text the reader too is made aware better of the attitude o’ﬁe eighty thousand odd in Palestine the great majority, betweerfiviity
the persons concerned in the negotiations. thousnd and sixty thousand, had come into the country during the last thirty

Some things stand out. Under all the occasionally involved pHoageof years.

- - : - Most of the colonies were subsidized by wealthy Jews, especially by the
the Shereef he is seen to be a shrewd, yet straightforward negotiator. He is seen . . '
to be anxious for alliance with us, and to repose full trust in our promise. philanthropic Baron Edmond de Rothschild, of the French branch of the gres

On our part, the essential pledges we made were clearly and definitelf/am”y' In Jerusalem the Jewnaintained themselves in great part by the help

hrased . itaifi i§prepared toBacoanize and support the inde endencé)f pious offerings f_rom coeligionists of all classes throughout the Wo_rld_.
P prep g PP P Latterday Zionists have not much good to say for theWee Zionists

because they were so largely maintained by others. Téiblsshments have
been called almshouses. But they practised a Zionism which did not seek |

1 Since this book has been completed Mr. George Antonius has included the MeMahonPUSt the Arabs. They came back to the country in the one guise whick

Hussein Correspondence in fiise Arab AwakeningEqually a scholar in Englishand ~ intolerable to their recent successors, yet consorts with the aim of seekin
in Arabic, he has made his own translation of the text, and the reader will find interest Ziond in the guse of pilgrims. Moved by their faith, they entered the country
in comparing it with literal version given to me in 1922. Mr. Antonius writes a full without making demands of any sort, and having learnt, it would seem, fron

account of the rise of the Arab societies, which should be read to supplement my brief what numbers of them had endured in Russia not to act arbitrarily toward
summary. The same may be said of his account of the Arab revolt. | have had the another race in false reaction from theimrosufferings.

beneftd Mr . Antoniusos wide knowledge and §19fhiatsthefe of hiefserfebliGnRaion a8 being 3tAdiedl bs arésult

of the present work, and the reader will find elucidation and confirmation of various : P ;
details in that and in adjoining chapt ethresres?luntlonlel rOf. theAErletveontrpiZIL?glsé gongrgsns]iofr tgebqree\/IOLbsa/%aﬂ. .Ther
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was a plan being mooted already for a Jewish university in Jerusalem andork by a man whose name was to become best known among the names of
Baron Edmond de &hschild was about to make big purchases of land to political Zionists, Dr. Chaim Weizmann.
establish fresh colonies. Dr. Weizmann had been boin Grodno in Poland just about forty years
August saw all this activity suddenly brought to a stop. Zionism, an before. He had emigrated to England, after some time passed in Switzerlan
international cult, was split by the War. It was strongest in Russia, but it had affwhere he had known Trotski and had often publicly combated his opinions)
organization of importage in Germany. Its central offices were in Berlin, but and had become a lecturer in Chemistry at Manchester Uityvéise had been
its funds were mainly concentrated in British banks, though in England,naturalized as a British subject. As a chemist he was extremely able, and to t
according to Zionist testimony, fi t hpofeski@nal pdrts e iaddedi efoquenaenand ngarked unglividodity. EAi. blawraic
be found. As for Palestine itself, German Ziomiggyanizations were prominent S a mu e | speaks of Dr . Wei zmanndos AM
there. ¢ h a rHa.gives a picture of him addressing a Jewish battalion of the Roya
At first the leaders of Zionism opened a centre in Copenhagen, hopingt¢-usi | i ers i n Cairo during the War.
keep the international organization together upon neutral soil. This proved.olling at a table with his hands deep in his troyseckets, he just spoke to
impracticable, and presently they changed their attitude. The eniryrkey them easily and racily and fanaitly, in their own and his own native Yiddish,
into the War was responsible for this. Now that she had become a belligeremetting his points well away with that idiomatic shrug and gesture which
she ran the risks of defeat, and if she were defeated the Allies ought to be in@nstitute one of the most intimate parts of the language.
position to dictate the future lot of much, perhaps of all Turkish territory. This fiThe audi ence responded to a man.
might include Palestine, and therefore if Zionism were to attach itself to theto leap into his pocket at the first word of command. As he walked across the
Allied cause, the way to a Jewish Palestine might lie open at last. camp the men just foll owed him 1i
The Zionist leaders lost no time in making their attempt, and they choséVeizmann has always been able to pipe his-lRansummons to the
England as the country in whichto make.i A Hopes fr om t h énteleciualsae to thé privateyssldieMdamen have fallen in behind him in
Stein, Afwere centred mainly on Br i tdawingrooms asthey.havé&in @amps. OBerwihd vas pre§ent hag ¢old me of tl
administration, her reputation as a liberal power, the generous instincts witlirresistible potency with which he saw him once draw Lord Balfour aside after
which the Jews in particular had every reason to credit,hé her s ua cckisrsrievre i n Lady Astor ds hou stegethea s
offers of land for Jewish settlement in East Africa and in the Sinai Perdnsula on a sofa for an hour or more, oblivious of all present. It was in the course o
all these had marked her out as the Power first to approach. hours like this that the foundations of political Zionism in England were laid.
Mr. Stein says nothing of the influence which could be exerted in Britain by  The foundatiorstone itself may be said to have been laid ten or eleven year:
the Jewish body, argbme might think this an omission on his part. But it is not beforethe date of the conversation just mentioned. Appropriately enough this

S o. Wh a't is generally meant by fJ eewdantswas enshréuted bynthe enists di lahchdstert Balfowr was electreerir
launching of the political Zionist campaign in this country. For some reason(he was still A. J. Balfour then) in that city, which has always been an
AJewi sh infl uenceodn financiah influenge sbehindathee nimportant focesaf Jewry. His chaian was a Jew, a Mr. Dreyfus, and he took

scenes. | shall not delay to speak of this particular form of influence except tmccasion of this to inquire through him why the Zionist Organization had
say that as a rule it is not very reasonably treated, Jewish writers denying it®jected the offer of territory in East Africa which had been made to that bod

existence and anfiewish writers declaring that it is omoipnt. in 1903 under his own Premiership.

In 1914, at any rate, political Zionism had made no headway in the Jewish The rejection of this offe had roused in Balfour, says his niece and
circles which are called influential. Such personalities in AJdglary as were bi ographer Mr s. Dugdal e, fla curi osi
enshrined in théirectory of Directorswere altogether uninterested initand t ol d Mr . Dreyfus that he wanted to

generally ignorat of its very existence. But there is another kind of Jewish which had lain in his mind, for he was interestedhia gews. The future of
influence at work in England, and it was to this that political Zionism now Jewry as a subject was one of his favourite distractions. Of Zionism he ha

trusted itself. been aware for a considerable while in that sidelong way of his, when his min
The men who were to spread its doctrines were not far to seek. Two of theeemed to enter and to retreat from a subject at once.
chiefs of Zionism in the Reg&an dominions, M. Tschlenow of Moscow and M. That he needed reallpt if at homd t he reasons o

Nahum Sokolov of Warsaw, journeyed to London. They were joined in theirAfrican offer is unlikely. The reasons, if only out of common politeness, must
have been given to him as Prime Minister, when the offer was not acceptec
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They also had been fully discussed at the gitiof the Sixth Zionist Congress. Dr . Wei zmannds r euni oplace wintdbecember. d

But Balfour characteristically had recoiled from overt knowledge of a matterinHe A f ound t he conversation of eight
which he had played a prime part, and his artificial ignorance now hadto b€ ont i nued thi s conversation fAdon ab
enlightened. Bal four asked i f he could help Dr.
For this purpose Mr. Dreyfus sent Dr. Weizmann, whoenknew as an ae roaring, 0 said Weizmann; Awhen
ardent Zionist, to Balfourdés hotel shahd ftclheney agmg nl. @cthiMi eerd iyro uc lteomes t
statesman met thus for the first time. Mrs. Dugdale recounts the intervieww ou ar e wor king for. I should Iike
which followed. Sympathy was engendered immediately between the two men As soon as Turkey entered thdar, Weizmann started to elaborate his
so differentlycircumstanced. Dr. Weizmann, however, was not quite fluentinp ol i t i c al i deas and produced idef
the English tongue then, and found some difficulty in making his points.Pal esti ne of a nati onal home for tt

Finally, though, he found a way. i IThemexgstep was to brisgilesetto the hotice df mendarepmvwadondon. g  n
clear through my English. At the end | maale effort: | had an idea. | said, centre seems to have shifted away for a little while from Balfour: he was not ¢

0 Mr . Bal four, if you were offered EabmatBlinistenasthedimel thongh onlihe VdrCauncil. ®aptugave Weizmani
Would you take Paris instead of L o ardl chis Bvd Rudsian kotleadues dettessuof iptrodudtiendto aa paid of Labine
London i s our own. 0 | sai d, 6 J e r u ManisteranMr.\MLlaysl Georgerand SimHerbevt 8aennel. London was

mar sh. 6 6Thatés true, 6 was his r epl yWiathappened thereon Sir Herbert Samuel himself has explained, witl

Bal four seems to have been dumbf o ohardceerstic ltarefuldess and\bensdentiousmesssin theecausse &f a leciunec
interview ended under the i mpact o fdeliveted to & privatevaadgory inrl@3f Speaking beforaldvdsh Histotical W
he said in | ater years to Mrferm ofDu ¢Sdceety,ehe explaimed tthat Ihe svaswmudh hirapressédhby Dd éMgiznganm
patriotism was wunique. o0 Balfour, s hFearthernaoret as tha @rst menibgr wfr tiee Wewish cotmraunity eveeri to sit onf ¢
then started for the next few years, intermittently no doubt, but with the ardouBritish Cabined Disraeli having left that communidy he felt it was incumbent
reserved for his specul ative momentuondim to examinénto the Zionist movement. Up till then he had had no

One accepts, of course, the accuracy of thegor ap her 6 s r e coonedfion aith it.t Now, sbesides conferring with Dr. Weizmann, he held
interview, which was to have such important bearings. But there is noconversations with M. Sokolov and with other exponents of the Zionist gospel.
obligation to accept Mr. Bal four 6s afilti sade ag ri eald., 0Wassa ytsh thHateif,vas fivg alle t
to be struck aibf-a-heap, like a charwoman told a commonplace, when he wasanticipated, the War ended in the victory of the Allies, Palestine ought
informed that Jerusalem had been Jewish long ago? Was this ardent studentuwfdoubtedly to be separated from the Turkish Empire; that the opportunity
the Jewish situation to be amazed at claims which had been current for should be taken to facilitate the establishment of a great autonomous Jewi:
decade? It is not to be credited. community here; and that this ought to be done under some forBritgh

This rhetorical ingenuousness gave a ¢heemanner in which Mr. Balfour protectorate. o He spoke in November
might lead himself or be led to envisage the future of Palestine. When he anldad approached him even before the former took up his post at the Admiralty
Weizmann next met, eight years had passed and the War had been in progréds® Si r Edwar d Gr e yhaps thave might dbeg/ an bpportinidy i
for four mont hs. In the interval D rfar th@Véulfilmentaaf thé sncient aspiration df ¢hd Jesvisht people dandnthee
professional attainemts soon brought him to notice in Manchester. He mader e st or ati on there [in Palestine] of
the acquaintance of a number of its prominent citizens, and amongst these w&i r Her bert Samuel , Athe Zionist pr
Mr. C. P. Scott, the widely known editor of tManchester GuardianScott, It is well to have his fact, clear though it has been from the outset, thus
under his influence, became an adherent of igon which cause thereby categorically and authoritatively stated. Sir Herbert went on to speak to the
gained an invaluable entry to the columns of a great English newspaper. BlRoreign Secretary upon how a Jewish State in Palestine might become tt
that theGuardianshould espouse Zionism was indeed almost a natural event. lcentre of a new culture, how the sight of menthadir own blood achieving
was the protagonist of a school of thought which always found many of thegreat things in Palestine would raise the character and influence the outlook ¢
Jewish intelligentsia in its ranks, and the newspaper itself had several of thenthe millions of Jews scattered in other parts of the world, how the proximity to
amongst its staff abroad. So when Weizmann indoctrinated Scott and thE gy p t of h i svouldl eemderstd godsiwilatd England a ther of
Guardian it was like the sowing of gras®ed upon a lawn. importance to the British Empire6 The final words mer
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The next sentenéethe speaker had transcribed from his original notes of of people at all. He gike as though it were inhabited by draughen or
his interview with Sir Edward Gréyis very interesting. It shows that Sir halmapieces, a land which could be cut in half or in quarters or could have the
Herbert Samuel atleastwasawa of t he exi st ence- o fpieteduponit shidtbdsabout fioBuit dis designd. Bui itnvgs never his business
up of the new State from the f ound adkiSioHesberoSarhuel wheth&r reyriar mmstegsarity ,go Viithv Radestinep d
an undertaking of the most formidable character, especially in view of themat t er wi t h whi ch Sir Herbert had n
elements which were to be found in the present populatico f P al e s toask kimsélf what justified his cutting the land in half in order that he might
remarkable twisting of realities, which treated the Arabs, 91 per cent of thevork out some scheme of his and his friends in the lower half.
popul ati on, as an Aelementodo in it, BiuHerbeirt Samuelanent aa to telbtlie \Fareigo Secretgpydhat it was estseatis
Zionist thought and long to remain an advance upon all Zionist thought. that the Jewish Palestine State should be neutralized, since it would not be lar
Sir HerbertSamuel went on to suggest that the economic resources oknough to defend itself. Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land should be
Palestine could be developed if the right population were admitted and guaranteed free acceskthe remainder of Syria could be annexed by France it
Acommunity of petty traderso avoi dewbuldbAa greahadvargage, asatweuldtbe farrbettdr foo the Jewish State
of petty traders is exactly what has been esthbl since then in the town of have European neighbours than Turkish. Sir Herbert Samuel, in after yeat
Tel Aviv, with its 150,000 population out of 400,000 Jews in Palestine, but letmore mindful, in this early recommendation kaw more account of the Arabs
that pass now. Sir Herbert Samuel ended by suggesting that the Russidhan if they were the furniture of Palestine.
Government might be sounded before long about the project, if military That closed his interview with Sir Edward Grey, but he added that he sav
corditions seemed favourable. This, no doubt, was because of the concentratidvr . LIl oyd George the same day. Hi
of potential Jewish immigrants in Russia. opportunity teday of a brief talkwith Lloyd George on the subject. He had
Sir Edward Grey said in reply t hraferredfinthedabinette the ulimate deatihywohBalestind, andl said to e th
sentimental attraction for him. The historical appeal was very stidagvas he was very keen to see a Jewish St
quite favourable to the proposal and would be ready to work for it if the To be keen on anything was a cant phrase of the date, and its employme
opportunity arose. If any proposals were put forward by France or any othewas more a daily exercise of vocabulary than a guarantee of feelings. A coup
Power with regard to Syria, it would be important not to acquiesce inany plaltof mont hs | ater , on the 17th of Ja
which would be inonsistent with the creation of a Jewish State in Palestine. Hebi rt hday, Lord Riddell dined with h
asked whether | thought that Syri a says thdreinacnmowmntorafooltd tyke theoJews backto Haladtisernsetnéwn e .
here is being used in the fal se r essthemécatnedd tsheants emu)c hii It os ahiids, sOuNop,r ibsuet H
it would be inadvisable tmmclude such places as Beyrout and Damascus, since | think that this extract gives the measure of the respective keennesses th
they contained alargendhe wi sh popul ati on whi ch af dhe ltwd Cabinet Minestera dvi.iLloyd | Gedrge dédr .had but played
Here is a lesson upon the deficiencies of statesmen. Lord Grey, reckoned &mnsiently with some halcyon CambiHzbraical vision of Judah +enthroned
one of the most altruistic, listened to Sir Hetli®amuel yet never observed to in Palestine. Sir Herbert Samuel was considering the matter seriously. He we
him that what was true of the north of Syria was true of the south also. Theonsidering it so seriously that, even if a little late in reaching it, he dié tom
population of Palestine was not merely flmwish in the main:itwasandhad t he concl usi on presently that Afan
been for centuries overwhelmingly ndawish. As it was before the Wahe In the conditions that prevailed, fagxths of the population of Palestine being
Jews, half of them foreign subjects, were but 83,000 out of a total populationoAr a b s ot e(nntihnse woul d have been nearer
some 757,000. But Sir Herbert Samuel, while shrinking from the assimilationcould notbea d o pt ed . 0
of a fAlarge populationd in the nort hNotepthab Sio Blexbdrt Bamuel, rtfowgh, edid cnet findh & Jefiviahs State
91 per ceh of the population in the south. The Foreign Secretary, whoseillegitimate: he only found it impracticable. The solution to which now he
particular business it was to have at least a general knowledge of the Turkishur ned was @At he establishment of Br
Empireés constituent factors, | et tJewsh immigratiprg anghe copfermment.upon the new Jewish community in
Worse than that, he himself ushered in the said proposaskiyg Sir Pal estine of the broadest autonomy
Her bert Samuel whet her he thought Thishamdunted ® yestablighingraustate of thiegs ensPalestine duy of vghich th
Pal estine. o That i s to say the F o Jewish Frate dgaelually vdula coyne td lifed Thefeaihg offastonomyp, also,
remember that Syria was a country inhabited by the Arab people, or by any sortould take the Jewish immigrants out of control of the people of the country
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So while Sir Herbert Samuel did not propose a Jewish State immediately, what schememaker would be ready to leaveetioustody of the Holy Places

he proposed made an Arab State not possible at any time. and even of old Jerusalem to an international body. They would build a
He prepared a mesnandum on these lines which was circulated in the  new one near by. . . . My Russian visitor says that such a solution must

Cabinet. He says that he prepared the memorandum in January but did not come within the next hundred years, perhaps in forty years. He hopes

circulate it till March. It would seem, however, that he must have senta draftof t hat hinkdim a drdamer! The Jews are the only people capable of

it at least to some of his colleagues, for on2B¢h of that month of January, reclaiming Palestine by intensive culture!

1915, Mr. Asquith wrote in his diary: Lord Bertie, an ambassador, whose whole business in life had been to spe
I have just received from Herbert Samuel a memorandum headed of political affairs in accurate terms, would not have written that an Iraeli
AThe Future of Pal estine. 0 He goeSt adne twasar gwne @dntceommpsliadteiroanb| @nl e 8 ¢
and with some vehemence, in favour of the British art@xaof unambiguously of such a State. The succeeding phrases confirm this too. A ne
Palestine, a country the size of Wales, much of it barren mountains and Jerusalem is to be built as the Jewish capital. The ancient Holy City is to b

part of it waterless. He thinks we might plant in this not very promising #Al ef t , 6 ¢ o n dhe dientts cuhad their tesitory, toryinternational
territory about three or four million European Jews, and that this would administration.

have a good effect upon thoséo are left behind. It reads almost like a There is a curious sequel to this intention of building a new Jerusalem as tt
new edition ofTancred brought up to date. | confess | am not attracted Jewish capital which is worth interpolating here. In later years, when the
by this proposed addition to our responsibilities. But it is a curious Zionists were active in buildm t hei r-s ufbgarbd e&&n as [
il lustration of Di zzyb6s f avofiad i t e insufficiemntlyntertned,aoh theiBethlehem side of devusatem, trdund ra gorominer
this almost lyrical outburst proceeding from the wellered and hill or swell of the ground, the general plans had to be sent in to the Palestin
methodical brain of H.S. Government. Mr. C. R. Ashbee, the distinguished archaad marof-letters,

Mr. Asquith judged the memorandum in his characteristic {egatled way, was in chgrge of the towianning scheme. When he examined these plans he

and his remark fihe thinks this wou IIﬁgndh;?nig?pgét'ﬁln%@élagget ;'Iﬁgglgr(?rfSp?&;Ega;ﬁ t[lg Oy%'n@fslk&vﬁq
behndo shows that he did not believe ur%@ecthls wgsrﬂnfen%egl MdF a% mﬂarﬁgnrvh\%g tLe a?chitgc néﬁ é]‘nec gionig
individual of a tonic administered to his cousin. The most important thing in higPurpose t . s ; : .

%rgamzatlon, and his plans were drawn up to its requirements, of course. Hi

comment, though, is the evidence that the Samuel project aimed at settling (n

doubt eventually) thee or four million Jews in Palestine. Such numbers, of gar:IiZmV\ér?tsr ebéltjd]ce) (Mﬁrf ha 'tb‘g 2 b eoewja ; IV f%ﬁte ?n?‘)eo; f' C
course, would make a Jewish State practicable. 9 :

There is no evidence that any of the Zionist leaders proper dropped the ide%ommlss_lonelr, to whom this v(\j/as r_eported, found thef[ attribution pravocatlve, 0
of an i mmediate Jewish State at thgeostlsi!rr?e yf(ir(\)u%lr'heP[P%Fn?~%ra?n'Fel%sgap\‘
Javish State. Indeed there is evidence to the contrary. Dr. Weizmann had goneb"’1 rt h Ina n}(ﬁ nto ecame € nba ery o
to Paris in January, to sound opinion in French Governmental circles. Lordoout the new 'he' d d . f | . b
Bertie, the British Ambassador, recorded his visit on the 25th. In his diary he | return to the memorandums and projects of early 1915. Sir Herber
wrote: Samuel, having distributed his memorandum, left it to take effect in the mind:

of its recipients. #Alt attracted, 0
Edmond de Rothsddi came this morning, and afterwards sent a Minister s. 0 The campaign was now SO \V
Russianceo el i gi oni st established i n Maionsthleadersecouldtgive rioreaattention @ lother tcountribsafor al while.
think is an absurd scheme, though they say that it has the approval of Undeterred by the frigidity of Lord Bertie, Dr. Weizmann with his colleagues
Grey, Lloyd George, Samuel and Crewe. They did not mention Lord MM. Sokolov and Tschlenow went back torPa s . Presentl vy,
Reading. hopes, 0 M. Tschlenow r etagenttherel t o Ru
It contemplates the formation of Palestine into an Israelite State under Back in England, Weizmann and Sokolov spent most of 1915 in quiet bu
the protectorate of England, France, or Russia, preferably of England. effective spadevork. With charmingnaivetéMr s . Dugdal e r e«

They did not think that Russia or France would raise objections. The Zionistshad not as yet access even to t
But in compensation fAoccasionally t

1 [A novel by Disraelid http://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tancred_(novgl)
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Mr s . Dugdal e adds something to our M.nSidebetdhbamoforSiamni Eceewlartdh &r ey d @2 b mii
at the ti me. A Ryewithwitee Zionistdedl, but was afrgidrigsa tCo mmi t t ee0 t o spread the Zionist th
mention of a British Protectorate over Palestine might offend the French, and publicationad hoc(already mentioned) entitleldalestine which still exists,
offend also some English Liberal opinion. The Liberal Cabinet would not bethough | fancy that for a year or twlere was a break in its continuity. He has
likely to commit themselves to any responsibility folg3tine. At the same  proved the most prolific defender of political Zionism, and in many pamphlets
time they did not want to see it in the hands of any other Great Power. Thehas shown himself the leader of the ideakstlist school. This professes the
might favour the organization of a Jewish Commonwealth there as ardealism of the return to Zion and of the Mandate biglside with the realism
independent political unit. These views were not officially expressed, but theof the possession of the approaches to the Suez Canal.

Zionists seeed them. o0 The Zionists wer e nWhileZwnismhvasuhus comsobdatiang itself in Miaachestsr,| nrajgr, pdlitical
during homechat with Ministers around their hearths. events took place which were to affect its future considerably. Mr. Asquith
Mrs. Dugdale goes on to say that whenever a chance occurred the Zionistermed a Coalition Cabat and in May Lord Balfour, who though attending the
pressed the arguments for a British Protectorate. It must havevbeearone of War Council had been in Opposition, became First Civil Lord of the Admiralty.
these chances did occur, though she does not specify when or how it canigr. Weizmann had been experimenting very successfully meanwhile in the
about, that Dr. Weizmann put his argument upon paper. manufacture of expl osi gagssMr. J.i.HHamnwomndo u
in his biography of the great edit
needed for munitions. Scott paid several visits to London to urge on Mr. Lloyd
George, Mr. McKenna, Lord Balfour and others, the importance of
We i z ma n eriinents. eMt.pLloyd George promised in the summer to
consider the question as soon as th

The probability of Dr. Weizmann (the Dr. is Doctor of Science) being called
to London, where he would have more regular opymities of contact with
members of the Government, was thus postponed a while. But M. Sokolov an
others were busy in the fostering anteambers of the English political world.
They made converts, and the converts made their converts, and Zionism

This was a pretty atrate forecast for 1915 of what has happened since indegees became a topic amidst the persons and the groups that count in tf
Palestine. But of course Dr. Weizmann has always been in the position of aorld, and in its social centre. The thesis which Asquith had found extravagar
Jupiter forecasting the weather he was about to manufacture himself. as a novel of Disraeli 6s became th

His excursions abroad or to London could not be manyetieny because of  statesmen, and then be@an idea present in the air, and soon was a possible
his work in Manchester. So most of the chances of which Mrs. Dugdale speakiine of conduct.
must have occurred in that city. Indeed, between Weizmann and Scott, and the In December Scott took Weizmann to breakfast with Lloyd George to
recruits who soon joined them, Manchester now was turned into a regulad i scuss the formerds experiments, W
Zionistbaseh A | arge group of Zioni st wr i domlitesSubject tonhe succésh &f sdhemallertsr i &losi,spbhrc.uo)
among whom was Major Nor man-Gdaeral forwi ddndoa to Wwak irea Gotemmehtenunkivns laboratery was decided. He wen
Palestine. Not all these recruits worked in Manchester but they were mentallpack awhile to Manchester, just about when McMahon in Egypt was inditing
provisioned from there. As for th&ancrester Guardianitself, several the conclusion of the compact of Arab independence for which Kiécheed
members of its staff became active propagandists of the cause. Notable amongsti the way.
them were Mr. Harry Sacher and Mr. Herbert Sidebotham. Mr. Sacher, a Dr . Wei zmanndés trials were altoge
barrister, was to be notary for the Rutenberg contracts in Palestine and alsgppointed to the Admiralty. Lord Balfour became his chief. To do Dr.
became known, at |l east-Ever aSacceiretra VWaizn@an yustioéde doesanst seénfi®ave intruded the Zionist side of his |if
evidence before one of the Commissions which have so often visited Palestingto his offic e . But Lord Balfour took the
and being asked how long he thought the British Mandate should last, hiso his room on official business. As the interview ended Balfour introduced the
answer was, AFor ever. o other subject. 6You know, Dr . Wei zn

If Great Britain [he wrote] does not wish anybody else to have
Palestine, this means that she will have to watchnd atop any
penetration of another Power. Such a course involved as much
responsibility as would be involved by a British Protectorate over
Palestine, with the sole difference that watching is a much less efficient
preventative than an actual Protectordteéherefore thought that the
middle course could be adopted: viz., the Jews take over the country. The
whole burden of organization falls on them, but for the next ten or fifteen
years they work under a temporary British Protectorate.
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our Jer us al e m.adain, Hewantal toalischss tme Russibn and communicating them to each other, or without communicating them in any
he English Jews. 0 (Dugdale.) adequate degree. Thegament used for justifying this seems to have been that
Mrs. Dugdale says that in the course of 1916 Balfour and Weizmann onlywhile negotiations were only feelers they were a departmental business. Timr
me t Afonce or twice. o0 Whet her wwotkh hehoogh o tell ministers all akdout thems and timé enaughtfar ministees to selb th
of the Zionist leaders continuethabated through the first half of the year. M. Cabinet all about them, when the momamitved for turning them into national
Sokolov and Dr. Weizmann turned their attention a good deal to spreading thpolicy itself.
doctrine amidst English Jews. The two knew nothing about the Arab alliance No other explanation for what occurred is possible. That all the members o
which had ushered in the year. Besides, what were Amabiwir schemes at  the Cabinet, including the Prime Minister, were aware fully how far we were
any time? engaged to the Arabs is highly improbable. Theeee plenty of indications in
However, for the statesmen who had dealings with the Zionist pleaders théhe dispatches which had reached Egypt before the conclusion of the Allianc
newmade alliance should have marked a great difference. To date they hatthat the matter was being treated confusedly and being studied insufficiently
been able to toy with the Zionist project with some show of legitimacy, but no home. Captain Liddell Hart, drawing his information from Lawrendso was
to consider a Zionist State, which was what they were asked to considein the thick of things, says that the High Commissioner himself cabled from
whether it were created immediately or by degrees, upon territory where w€ai r o t o warn the Foreign Office uj
were engaged to support Arab independence, ceased to be legitimate. thev el opment of the Arab movement. o
diplomatic language what they beg@ando was undesirable; in plain language need for unity of comt o | over all negotiations.
it was dishonest. It made no difference, in any case. The various policies were continue
But a subterfuge can generally be found by those who wish to find one, andecklessly by their authors. The situation in February, so far as it can b
the method now adopted to evade our obligations was this. The actual charactdisentangled, was that we had a genuine treaty with the Arabs, a
of Zionist aspirations was left in a hazed the Governmeatfor by February Afarrangemantn with the French, and
some portions or persons of the Governmental body were engaged in th&ionists. Some people knew of some of these and a few may have known of ¢
businesd could therefore begin to patronize the movement on the plea that a f t hem, though nobody with much ¢
resettlement of Jews in Palestine was a worthy object in itself, anchoebd being kept secret from the Arabs and the Zisnitte Arab treaty was being
envisaged as leading to this or to that particular conclusion. They were rathekept secret from the Zionists, and the French only had general notions of i
helped in this evasion by the existence of a group of British Jews who werevhi ch i nto the bargain a few offici
interesting themselves by then in the opening opportunities for Zionism. Theithemselves. There was no reason of course why a line of anythindecuiaf
plans, as famas they were formulated, did not bespeak a Jewish State at anghould have been communicated to the Zionists, as they had no standing, k
time, and were wholly free of political taint. These moderate men weresince they are involved in the business it is worth noting that the secrec
consulted and canvassed alongside with Messrs. Weizmann and Sokoloextended to them.
Though their propositions were only read to be drdppke mere fact that Needless to say, there must be secrecy intiwes: no one is going to be so
parallel communications were made with them gave the requisite air of openfoolish as to question that. But there is all the difference in the world betweel
mindedness to the tentative negotiations, or whatever they were to be called, keeping engagements secret from the enemy and from neutrals, and keepi
which the section of the Government responsible for them was engaged. engagements secret from those whose intimate affairs are covered by these v
Obviously the straightforward action would have been to inform the engagements.
political Zionist leaders of our engagements to the Arabs, bidding them curb In due serecy Sir Mark Sykes and M. Picot now completed their
their plans in accordance with these engagements. Or if it were impossible tt Ar r angement 06 on behalf of t heir r
acquaint them of the engagements, as rlikaly in fact it was till the Arab before the end of the month, to submit it to the Russian Government, which we
revolt should have started, then no steps at all should have been taken to be associated as third party to the pact.
encourage the Zionists. In March, the memorandums and conversations of Sir Herbert Samuel, ¢
No one however seems to have been stopped by any such considerationshfessrs. Weizmann and Sokolov and of the other friends of the Zionist caust
Whitehall. The real question is how far anybody Whitehall knew what bore their first fruit. This was a document owing its origin supposedly to Sir
everybody else was doing. At that period of the War, Ministries, and evenEdward Grey. For a piece of eweitce of its importance it is still not very well
individuals in Ministries, seem to have conducted policies without known. As far as | am aware it has only been quoted in this country by Mr

y
t
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Leonard Stein in hiZionism In the United States Mrs. Andrews, the author of

a very considerable, much documented, standard viRalestine under the
Mandatethas published a version which

Sir Edward Grey has no objection to the formula quoted above, but in
reply he simply informed Mr. Wolf that he must discuss this question
d i Wit teerAied Savenrenertisaaind that trosmattdrwill beSsyneathetcaly

The document is one sent to our Ambassador in Petrograd, bidding him consi dered by His Majestybds Gover:

sound the Russian Government upon

itsThetionlbge otbgwartdsoffiJiiwg sMaCesond

i n Pal ewould naver.have deen the light but for the Russian revolution.  agreement which will be sufficiently attractive to the majority of Jews to
After this had taken place, the new Soviet Government published a number of facilitate the conclusion of a transaction securing Jewish support. Having
secret dispatches from the files of the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs,and thisconsi der ati on in vi ew, it appear

the dispatch in question was Inded in a volume entitled (in Russianhe
Partition of Asiatic Turkeywhich appeared in 1924.

the scheme provided for enabling the Jews, when their colonies in
Palestine are sufficiently strong to be able to compete with the Arab

It is dated the 13th of that month of March, and was presented apparently in population, to take in hand the administrationtted internal affairs of
English to M. Sazonoff, then Russian Foreign Minister. The dispatch in the this region (excluding Jerusalem and the Holy Places), then the
Petrogad archives at least is in the English tongue, though it was translated into agreement would be much more attractive for the majority of Jews. His

Russian for the work which the Soviet authorities edited.

Maj estybs Government would not wi

For convenience | gi ve Mr . St ei n 6 s anothar solutiom ofo the ugstioa. Howexer, ,it ish infermed dhatvam n i

in which it is reproduced being more accelssiio average readers than Mrs.

international protectorate would meet with opposition on behalf of

Andrewsods pair of tomes. It runs as influéniiabJenssh circles.

Aide-Mémoire presented by the British Embassy in Petrograd to the
Foreign Minister, M. Sazonoff.

A telegram has been received from Sir Edward Grey stating that the
attentionof Hf Maj est yb6s Government had
guestion of Jewish colonization in Palestine,

Although, as is known, many Jews are indifferent to the idea of
Zionism, a numerous and most influential section of them in all countries
would highly appreiate the proposal of an agreement concerning
Palestine, which would fully satisfy Jewish aspirations.

If the point of view set forth above is correct, it will be clear that by
means of utilizing the Zionist idea, important political results might be
achieved. One of these would be the conversion to the side of the Allies

of Jewish elements in the East, in the U.S.A., and other places, whose
present attitude towards the cause of the Allies is, to a considerable

extent, hostile.

Mr. Lucien Wolf has definedeish aspirations in Palestine in the
foll owing manner : Ailf as a resul
the sphere of French and British interests, the French and British
Governments will not fail to take into consideration the historic interests
of Jewry in this country. Both Governments would assure to the Jewish
population equal political rights with other inhabitants, religious and civil
freedom, such municipal privileges in colonies and towns as would
appear necessary, as well as reasonaluiétitss for colonization and
i mmi gration. 0

! Produced later in Great Britain by Messrs. George Allen and Unwin.
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Communicating all this telegraphically, Sir Edward Grey instructs Sir
George Buchanan to solicit from the Russian Gawemt a serious
consideration of this question and to favour him at the earliest possible

; gaée ew'ﬁhttqe )c/omrBugicéaHon oJ HheaR\H%siantp%int Otf \ﬂeg.

What a document! It is scarcely credible that within ten weeks of pledging
Arab independemde tihien woowar yi ndemse d
Mecca, the Foreign Minister was thus preparing coldly to hand over the
administration of Palestine to the Zionists. The only sort of palliative for it, and
practically the only explanation of it is to be foundtl perilous situation of
the country then and in the consequent disorder of the Cabinet. One hundr:
and fifty thousand tons of merchasttipping were being sunk every month by
enemy submarines; the Turks were triumphant at Gallipoli; the War was
costinga sum which now approached six million pounds a day, and there
seemed no issue from it, let alone any sign of a victorious exit. The Cabine
itself was distracted, discredited and moribund: the disunion of the whole
Governmental machine began within thedip of men who should have held it
together.t he war , Pal estine should fal/l

Lord Curzon, referring a couple of
business at the period under discussion testified that the old Cabinet system w
Afquite i mpossi bl e i n ofithe€abined werewast .
irregular. There were no agenda, there was no order of business. No reco
whatever was kept of the proceedings, except the private letter written to th
King by the Prime Minister, the contents of which were never seen by anybod:
else. The Cabinet often had the very haziest notion as to what its decisior
wer e. . . . It was al ways congest
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Cabinet Ministers, a situation whi tdaty. It wad theMirst time.thep lyad bedgb alisctogee to theopublicel wisitedrMe

cannot run a war with a Sanhedm. 0 Asquith, now out of office, specially to beg him to examine them, so that he
No doubt it was out of such peril, such disorder and such absence ofight judge of the strength of the pledges which bound us to support Aral

supervision that the memorandum sent to Petrograd sprang. It slipped throughdependence in Palestine.

in the confusion. Even so, with every allowance for the circumstances which His whole attitude was of one being informed. Indeed the interview betweer

attended its appearance, st inexcusable. The question at once rises to the us lad been mooted by a common friend and accepted by Mr. Asquith on th

mind: who wrote it; who was responsible for it? Who were aware of its contentgrinciple of engaging his interest in these newly produced documents. |

before it was dispatched to Russia? Asquith had known of them, there would have been no meaning in oul
Was Lord Kitchener, who had been the prime mover in approaching the nt er vi ew. When | s aailydo show ydu ithen extraiitd
Arabs? On that presumph alone, it is hardly likely. Apart from this his fr om t hese paper s, sir, I am convi

relations at the time were growing steadily more and more restricted with thesay to me that he knew them. He did not say that he had examined them wh
other members of the Cabinet. He did not give them much of his confidencehe was in power but had forgotten them, or that he had only seen ther
That closeplaced observer, F. S. Oliver, wrote bétGovernment that it was in  cursorily. He acted absolutely as though he had had no kind of acquaintanc
a kind of dusk with regard to military operations. If it was in a dusk aboutwi t h t hem before. What he said was,
Flanders, in what sort of night will it not have been about operations anche sai d, fLeave this with me. I 61 1
commitments to the Hedjaz? While, on the other hand, by a natural rethetion fii nt er v i e thé tachnical ense Diring such interviews statesmen are
members of the Cabinet who suf f er e dofteh onothe ddfensive dne make shav at times ioftfalse igriorance. @his dvas
him to their own plans. Was the Petrograd memorandum ever communicated fgersonal meeting, of which none but the three people involved ever knew til
him? Was it ever even treatéd extensoat any Cabinet meeting or any to-day, and in the course of it he was petfieblunt and unambiguous, though
governmental gathering at wh he was present? Every presumption is that it he said little, the whole thing having been arranged so that | might appeal t
was not, nor ever treatéd extensat any such meeting at all. him rather than he say anything to me.

Had the very Prime Minister seen it? When the Zionist proposals in Sir The mystery does not stop with him, however, nor with Lord Kitchener.
Her bert Samuel 6s memor andum we rnef f iThisPetrogradhmemdraoduri vidhe Aiseggadeiindmts to the Arados] doespat |
them pretty contemptuously, and he never changed his mind about them. In tH& in with the character even of the man in whose name it was dispatched. We

House of Commons, six years aft er , Lotld&rewanatherwietim lofidapgrtiméntalesetrecsy? Beforde hefisat his haradit
fragil e, precarious, stumbl i ng hy pthd Peogradsmemoraaddnd, ihadghe dvdr attudied thoroumgdyskt ofithev e
hypothesis to assumé h at nby judicious a d mi Angls-Arabgact? die wasaunder a crushingpbarden bf iwark at the time, wher
penetration and in other ways the Jews and the Arabs were going to live side hkie tendency would have been for him to demand only outlines of all but majo
side. o documents. The decision upon what were major documents would rest wit

In 1924, on the soil of Palestine itself, as the guest of Sir Herbert Samuepermanent officia, especially as regards documents dealing with outlying
now High Commissioner, when, if ever, haswgoing to be converted, he wrote sections of the vast field of foreign affairs in wiame. In the din of the conflict
instead Athe talk of making Pal est ion e Westera Frant thes ReieignhSedretaty iperhas |heatd @mhyeabssractec

as fantastic as it always has don e .same §yéacsal ancoumafran understagilvih the Hetjpze r one t o i
Russians to take any share in what he found fantastic? Wad\#triman to It may seem at first sight extravagant to suggest indeed that a Foreig
propose to anybody a policy in which he himself altogether disbelieved? Secretary remained unacquainted or was insufficiently acquainted with a matte

No, the only conclusion is that the memorandum had not been submitted tavhich engaged the full responsibility of the Government. Yet his own words,
him, or that no sufficient version of it had been submitted to him, before it waswhen thisquestion first came up for discussion in the House of Lords towards
dispatched, antde was not cognizant of what was going on. the end of the succeeding month of March, confirm such a suggestion. Thi

As for our engagements to the Arabs, | do not believe that these had beet923 debate was initiated and led by Lord Islington, the most gallant,
communicated to the Prime Minister sufficiently, if at all. In 1923, on returning unceasing, and intelligent fighter for jic® to the Arabs since the question first
from Palestine, | went myself to see him, in the Hods€mnmons, upon this arose. He quoted my extracts from the McMahtussein documents and made
subject. Carmelite House had just brought out in pamphlet forrDarly Mail evident how we were committed by t
articles, wherein | had given the crucial portions of the Hudgeidahon with the interest that may be imagined. He had been the responsititte¥iat
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the time the commitments were made. Whatever he had to say, the Houseot a past participle but the plest
expected that his contribution to the debate would be authoritative. for the Jews, when their col oni es,
Yet that was the one quality it lacked. He said that he did not propose to go | do not believe that this formula, ostensibly phrased by the Foreign
into any detail over the pam which had been traversed by Lord Islington and Secretary, was his work at all. To every appearance it was taken, and inserted
by Lord Sydenham (who had spoken atrstooHd,ifrondsommedunatknowledged text of the potitical #@si | sitnsgbt oo
Detail was the very point the House expected from him of course, but it wasvas not first written in English. The reference which follows the formula goes
soon clear that he could not give it. He spoke in hisaiaristic, sincere, to show that this was what happene
gentlemanly way, but he seemed to have no knowledge. He was roundabowto ul d not wi sh to express a prefer
and vague about facts. He said that secret engagements were inevitable duringhe final compiler or compilers of the dispatch are foreign to the formula itself.
war. If all our wartime engagements were considered as a whole there might The same may be said of the ear|
wellbewhat he called fAinconsistencies®abesweéar twhdm.h Awo utlhdi nkatiits feyxx c&ewi
probabl e that there are inconsisteoaompbl ér ieobbaé¢dwmda Heffidfivd teme ti aslb diovosr kr p
were any referable to his period of office. But he did not know. He confessed h&anscribing.
had not Ar exforreysdh eudpb omi swhmea secr et e n dratheenaneorandam thoahdre dre sehierfuges avieich one would hardly wis
during that period. (It is a very noteworthy fact that having refreshed hist o attri bute to the Foreign Secre
memory later, he never afterwards sought an occasion to deny our obligatioisn f | uent i al sectiono of tIHe& sJewsn, W
in Palestine to the Arabs.) after utterance. In their place, at the close of the dispatch, is palmed the ve
He actually, in this Lordspeech, asked for information, asked that the di f f er ent expression fAthe majority
Government should publish all papers, so that our honour might be cleareatlaims on behalf of a section of people, however numerous and influbetjal
Texts were becoming public At hr ougmayde¢. B on behalfuof thee engjority of Hesvs teeaclainoh (for what it & gvarte)
the situation was, as a@di pgtyi di f &iocdrulfefmadenvéthioot oieeding mathematics.cHence in the course of th
sai d, fiwhen it (the Bal four Decl ardtspadch,s ctohbepardéd cai eh rteipé apkeedge
undoubtedly were given to the Arabssectiondo ofwbhdsJBmaj byitheof Jewsbo
In making this admission, Lord Grey spoke as though he were a high Possibly the worst thing in the memorandum is the way in which it sets
minded stranger to whom the pledges were a atieel Under these asi de Mr . Lucien Wolfés ideals for
circumstances how is it possible to assume that he compiled the Petrogratie plans of the political Zionists. Mr. Lucien Wolf waa extremely well
memorandum in full knowledge of the Anghoab treaty? Did he compile it  known and very able publicist of the period, much versed in foreign affairs. He
himself, indeed? was the spokesman of some of the chief institutions in British Jewry such as tf
This lends a greater interest and a greater importance to the analysss of Anglo-Jewish Association and Board of Delegates of British Jews, whom
memorandum, the first official step along the path which led to theindeedhe was to represent four years later at the Peace Conference. Therefc
di shonouring of Great Britainds o0 b the definitian of dewish aspiradosskin Paldstine whiehahd effered todhe Foeeigl
text therefore. Officed at its requegt was one which commended itself to the representative
There is one paragraph in it to which no exception can be taken, Mr. Lucierbodies of Jews in this cotrg. It would | believe have commended itself to the
Wo | f OGeflent dormuila. There is nothing else in the memorandum which is Arabs of Palestine too, if they had known of it. There are no assumptions c

recommendabl e. Two phrases call f o owneashid ireityp o idesnandsgdoa unéxanmled pawvilelges..Mr. Wdif @and fhe athei
agreement concerning Palestine whi céws Wwowhond he fspokelogly askad thas thejo goli eswiss hs haosup idr
The second is the awkwardly phrased at e ment t hat i f ptohe tésclaé mer ipghotvsi devd t h ot her i nhat
for enabling the Jews, when their colonies in Palestine are sufficiently strongtéir easonabl e facilities for coloni z
be able to compete with the Arab population, to take in hand the administratioqualify for and would receive the normal rights of men.

of the internal affairs of this region, then the agreat would be much more We know, therefore, torugh t hi s citation of \Y
attractive for the majority of J e wthat i theTsprimg oE1916 thé British Goferninemtihad its ckance. & prggramm
and unreal. The word Aforo shoul d fas set defode itwwhichhhadi authaitative Jegish backind), whiphr vas the

product of Jewish brains, which would have consorteti Wie obligations to
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the Arabs that it had just undertaken. Such were the merits of the programmée ws . 0 | f this does not point out ,
that it could not be left unmentioned. But to mention it, to say indifferently that humbug, that the Government desires the said scheme, then no evords

he fAhad no objection to it, o athd t phemseshafeanymeanimyatallo drop it for ever w
Foreign Secretary did, or all the man or men did who were responsible for this Poor Mr. Wolf in his formula ingenuously had taken the inhabitants of
memorandum sent in the Foreign Sec rRalestineyinbosconsidematon. In the betraglause of the Foreign Office

The opportunity for following a policy which would have meant no memorandum the only reference to them lies in the arrangement for thei
ifPal estine Question, 0 no aaning df yhe wistpdrsessidm.e TheW are Inet negen to nhave the sotace of an internation
Christians, which would have meant an honourable programme for the Jewpr ot ect or at e because that would mee
was not merely missed but was consciously evaded. By now Whitehallwas i r cl es. 0 These circles wildl have L
entangled with the arbitrary and ruinous schemes of the political Zionists. Somand their friends. Though theyl&esPicot agreement was not to be signed for
wordsof Mrs.Dugal e in this respect ar e waoanothér sixjweeks iornsg, .and fivasnnot tkiown tc this groupy then ifterniatiore
year 1916 the Zionistso (that i s t orotecoysate idéaasvaspnahe mitandcckdrly had beenicatassed withehem, &
and Sokolov) fibegan to make a | it t |separateprdpasition. They opposead it BFomdhe demting tbae theainfluemee n 1
goodwill would be at least as nasary as the sympathy of Ministers, when the of the Latin and Orthodox Churches, expressed through the representatives
moment really came for them to step into the arena of Allied politics. Thethe countries professing their beliefs, would doom the plans for Zionist
spokesmen of certain bodiesof A6 oni st Jews o0 (that hegembny. say r eal AZionists, o
who ai med at a spirit uahemat tlenFpreigh we r Apoird ® bearrerditnadrisdthat ¥he hetnagiause varies in the tweersions
Office, throwing all their weight into other plans for helping the Jews in the of the memorandum which have been published. As | have already said the
Russian Empire and elsewhere. They pressed upon the Foreign Office are various differences between the version of Mr. Stein and the version of Mr:
formula for a Palestine policy ack AmawwseBitghemr ¢ nathing deservigg ohmeentien ekcapa in thedtéxthot this
i nt erkeesnt 6 nt &8 hat country by their Odaosmidereywihtey edb MThe Swerd ®dpaak$ wlhaisan
used. 0 their colonies in Palestine are sufficiently strong to be able to compete with th

She continues AThe Zionists wer e Arampopilagionaa takeio leand thé admiriseatioe of thesiriteenal affairs af this
formula for some time after it had been submitted to the Foreign Office,andit e gi on, 0 Mrtse.xtAn dr efivas 6psr oj ect whi ch
is probable that the arflionists were not fully aware of the interest in Zionism the colonists in Palestine have attained a position which will enable them t
taken by some Ministers. o This | atrivathe Afalbasdn strengsh, the edmynistrdtian af their lown infeimal affairs th

reader will grasp what kind of a situation it was to which it refers. that country. o
What this Ainterest i n Znextrsiceeding me avirt. iSt emande omisth govemmgnt afsifgeznah affairs; A &ionist
sentences of the Petrograd memorandum. After declaring that the Foreighli ni st er of t he I nterior. Mr s . - At

Secretary had no objection to Mr. Yduerniénsin Zmpmistageasalmaender,to réstive thisnesonepanayn applied togh
on to propound the very different programme to which, plainly, support was toSoviet authorities for a copy of the original text of tihnemorandum, inquiring

be extended. Ne&bs to say, this is not stated in so many words. Disclaimersat the same time was it indeed in English. They were very courteous, affirme
accompany the paragraphs in which tthaetheGmiginalrwmasrie Bnglighs and matefifsteeven saidethey wouldh &rydamd
The memorandum is as loud with disclaimers as the clraoge of a police procure me a photostat facsimile. Both the Stein and Andrews versions wer
station. But the more the Government disoka preference for any particular translations back into English from foreign texts.

solution, the more it indicates its preference for the special solution which will  There was a certain amount of delay, after which | received the text, not ir
be Aattractive for the majority of Ehgishdutidthe official Russian version. A further appeal was met not by the

I't says, i n what -cll anuasye ot eorfm tthhee nfieleglishaaxydaul by, a raqirest that & should mentny particular passages of

scheme in which th&ionist immigrants shall be enabled to grow sufficient in which | wished to know the original English. This was rather a disappointment
numbers to rival the Arabs and then shall be granted powers of governmerttut | did as | was asked, since examination of the official Russian, itself ¢
would indeed be Amuch more attr act itranslatibnowas nhdt eatisfaetgryo mithe yreplg fwhich ¢ veseived, otiflgt  t
ti me it says bl andlHy st hMeaatj et ly ® s o iGloquaatidn jo@entaiting dhie origival English of the passages | had mentione
devise some agreement which will be sufficiently attractive for the majority of which called for notice came at the end of the crucial clause. This was to th
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effect that Great Britain wished to find some arrangement to enable the Jew§upreme Court, a close friend and counsellor of President Wilson, was one «
when in sufficientsr engt h t o compete with t htlesose Awhoaaddsessedritie gatherindk & was resolled todaket advantage of t
management of the internal affair s oorfditionsh @tseddhy stherWac to. secure full rights for Jewish citizens
Palestine therefore, in the memorandum communicated to M. Sazonoff byverywhere. Any discriminaty laws or regulations under which they suffered
Sir George Buchanan for Sir Edward Grey, was described as a district and theere to be abrogated. This programme, excellent of course as it stooc
Jews were to have the management ofirakkived theeendbratfmantsafdsappr
version) when their numbers were sufficiently large to compete with the Arabsn ot abl y of t he Secretary for War. 0
Palestine in fact, under this plan, was to be handed over to Zionist rule, without It was a beginimg. Before long the support of Zionist plans for a Jewish
thought of is Arab people except of how soon they could be outnumbered, oPalestine was to be grafted to the Philadelphia programme. Now, however,
could be reduced to parity. T he Ar shalldeave theadionistsad these iplgnk @and retorn td theeArabs. Tteoreader mu
bond into which we had just entered to give them their independence if theyot imagine that any chopping and chaxgim this narrative is done without a
fought beside us, alike were disregaad reason. Nothing is more essential than to underline the contrast between tl
That is enough concerning this deplorable document, the first of a series iway in which Zionism adopted and was adopted by our politicians, and the wa
which British policy and the aims of political Zionism were welded together. in which the Arabs pursued their alliance on the field of battlbthe scaffold.
The alliance is reflected in the evidently composite text, passing as the voice of
the Foreign Seetary alone.

There is but a single plea of any kind to be made on behalf of the CHAPTER VI
memorandum. In one place it has a frankness of its own. At least the reasons _ o _
for favouring political Zionism are stated without hypocrisy. Preparations for the Arab Revolt. How the Arabs died in 8yFeisal and

Of course, this message was notraked to reach the general public and so ~ Diemaad Thc Revolt star The SykcsPicot treatp The Zi oni st A
hypocrisy could no doubt be left out. The Government refers in it to nothingbut Pr 09r@mméo t i cal Zi oni sm mehdiitcal Zianisra o mp |
the main chance, and proposes acquiescence in the Zionist schemes as ama desnial | nation.o

halfpennyfor-you-pennyfor-me  politicccommercial  transaction. Such The Arabs did not break into revolt instantly upon conclusion of the alliance
bargains, it is true, are the common stuff of alliances. The alliance with thewith Britain. There were good military reasons for this, especially the need of ¢
Arabs was a givandtake affair also. But since nearly all those who have larger stock of weapons and war material. Cairo itself counselled delay for :
imposed the support of the arbitrary type of Zionism upon Great Britain havewhile. It may be said too that the Arabs had begun to fight for us long before

presented it regulbrto the nation as radiant with a halo of selfless intentions, one of them took rifle in hands. T
it is very satisfactory to have the reality disclosed in such buslikes®rms as sting of thejehad 0o (Liddel!l Hart .) i He ha:
Autilizingd the Zionist idea and 0 astahdardsiory gf the Pgaadonfesence refpriong to tthe pesidd befaresthel t

The way in which these results rgeto be realized is very interesting. r ev ol t began, Airendered service in

Russia was an unfortunate ally at the time, in the sense that her maltreatmentd@fo e s n o't use a term such as #dincal
her Jewish subjects had set the minds of Jews against her all over the worlgreat. Let us keep that estimation in mind.
Various violences done to them during the early War yaardisclosed in When Hussi concluded the alliance the evacuation of Gallipoli had much
Great Britain, but published in the United States, had deepened the antagonismproved the situation of the Turks. Freed of the Gallipoli menace, Djemaal
of the Jews in that country. Thi s rRastiae tha dommanderuok thevurkish farces in 8yeda, woalangee needéd
companionsn-arms. Indeed, as the Petrograd memorandum acknowledgeshehave circumspectly towards the Arabs théte was given presently too a
their attittde towards the cause of the Allies to a considerable extent wadurther reason for the violent action he now began, through the incredible
hostile. An espousal of political Zionism by the British Government might remissnes$ to say no mor@ of the staff of the French Consula&eneral at
remedy this Jewish hostility. The Zionist leaders in England then, and laterBeyrout.
guaranteed that it would. They gave adpl guarantee for the United States. In the previous chapter it was said that M. Georges Picot, who hac
They knew what they were about. About a fortnight after the Grey conducted an inquiry for the French Government in the Near East and then w:
memorandum was presented to M. Sazonoff, a meeting of Jewish organizatiomgven the task of negotiating the Angfoench Arrangement with Sir Mark
from all over the country was held in Philadelphia. Mr. Justice Brandeibeof  Sykes, was not a very happy choice for this work. He had been deratal
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at Beyrout till the War brokeout, and as we have seen the French The populabn shrank by something like a third. In Damascus and in
representatives in Syria had become heavily involved with the ArabJerusalem there was terrible misery. Men fell down fainting with starvation in
preparations for a rising there against Turkey. The local negotiations had beethe streets of Beyrout.
very much concentrated in Beyrout. When Turkey joined the enemy, the The condition of Syria, even amidst the manifold horrors of the War, drew
CorsulGeneral of course had to take his departure. In what followed he doeattention in all partef the world. The neutral states tried to persuade the Turks
not seem to have been personally to blame, but his general responsibility d@s stop the general persecution of the population. They did not meet with muc
chief of mission was engaged, and certainly it was tactless to choose hirauccess at first, but Constantinople presently grew nervous of the univers:
afterwards as an envoy in theal sphere. In the Consulate were many papers feeling that was mounting up against fule. So the Apostolic Delegate in the
covering the transactions between the members of the Arab secret societies andrkish capital was permitted to organize the distribution of large sums whick
the French or Allied authorities. A large number were destroyed by the staff othe Pope sent him on behalf of the sufferers. Other bodies followed suit. Th
the Consulate before evacuation of the premises,abconsiderable bundle wor | dés al moner s, t he U rships,éhdTenBdssee e ¢
which had been stored in an attic was forgotten. the Des Moinesand theChester to the Egyptian ports, whence they crossed, to
The Consulaté&eneral was placed under the care of the United States, butlaffa mostly, and thence distributed relief.
Djemaal, who cared nothing for the United States, had the seals on the doors The Jews in Palestine suffered along with the Arabs. A number of their
broken, and a search made whiekiealed the forgotten papers. He already had colonies, especially those nearer thgyian border and the seat of war, were
got on to the track of the planned insurrection, in the July of 1915, and aavaged; the stock stolen, the trees cut down. Djemaal (later in the War) issue

number of | eader s of Islahiyey OR ehfaodr nbi eset n afaoctanessobyaydingt Aianisnfi for which there was no real cause since ver
in Baalbek, Damascus, Jaffa and other Syrian townslddg after, twentysix few of the Jews then in Palestine professed politicahigio and most had
arrests were made in the Acre and Tyre districts. A permanentroatiigl come only there as to the sanctuary of their religious faith. He followed this ug

was established at Aley, in the Lebanon, to try these and other Arabs arresteld,at er by an order bidding them to
for conspiracy with the enemy and for plotting insurrection. Five of the was not enforced in Jerusalem, but altogether some 12,000 Jews were expell
arested, a former deputy and the Mufti of Sidon amongst them, werein a penniless and miserable state. The United States warships transported th
condemned to death. to Alexandria. | was in Egypt at the time and remember well the long lines of
But Dj emaal 6s tribunal was stil | waggdnd élingt thrauphs Aldxandria, pilked with erefugees ang ahein paor
Arabs who were deeply suspect to him. In the French Consulate he obtained thelongings, on their way toamps which had been established for them on the
necessary evidencm, the spring of 1916, and after giving the Syrians involved outskirts.
some time to commit themselves further, he established upon this justification a A very large number of the Jews in Palestine, being Russian subject:
reign of terror in Syria. Those whose names were found registered in the seizdibcame technical enemies of Turkey. Forty thousand or so acquired Turkis
documents were brought to trials doon as captured, and were hanged in citizenship; some eight thousand who refused wepgigoned and expelled.

publ i c. Nor were they the sol e vi cThéirmwas a Prieposteaoasl sjtuatiorh they ehad rbeea kiriven nrem Rwuasq@
Butcher, 0 chose others as he pl eas d,s sora badatimemmat theimtl Nosv theyi suffdredcthisifrestrdlasnend o r
choose them, on mere suspicion or upon general principles. because they were Russians. As may be imagined, they had never taken f

He began a policy, as near as he could, of destroying the whole populationleast irterest in the Russian cause, and out of their tens of thousands only
Youths under age were rounded up and thrust into the army. Their fathers wetendful had in any degree undermined Turkish rule. These latter suffered muc
sent into banishment, having first surrendered any little holdings of land whichas did the Arabs. There was the case of the Aaronson family, which had worke
they held. These lands (¢wuses) were then sold over their heads by the for Allied Intelligence. Thiswas discovered, and a daughter of the house
military officials, who pocketed most of the proceeds. The evicted Arabcommitted suicide to escape familiar forms of Turkish vengeance.
householders or husbandmen were told they would receive compensatory Several of the chief personages amidst the Jewish bodies then in Palesti
allotments in Turkey in Asia. This was but a pretext for transpprtiem to were tried during 1915 and 1916 on trunypgdcharges and after periodé
Sivas or Angora or some worse spot still, where they were left to their fate. Irdetention were forced to leave the country. But the Jewish population had
some of the vilayets or provinces of Syria there were scarcely any Aralcertain safeguard in the presence of Zionist groups in Berlin and
Christians | eft, for the Chri st i an sCoesspieople, ant in Newbyork ad thehckief heutnal rcapitals. fThrdughehes

the Jewish colonies could alwag®bilize influence to prevent the Turks from
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practising against them the extremeeéxscsessds tfhleyy, ussaeyi nagg afiinfst | t lge® , Al
this way, o0 the Zionist official Re p(oPrats hoan , ¢ camddin tli @dndsredi tmovPaarntte eilii ae Hu s
states, Afopportunity waon evgy aceasion bfo r made e lcgrefulf calaulation sobanythangl he owed, and signed a document fc
serious political or economic danger. Only through the protection thus affordegp ay ment s hal f an hour before he we
by the Zionist Organization can the fact be explained that the war period leftthe ot t r embl e. Why should it? | die f
Yishub (the totality of Jewish colonies) in Palestine practically intac Others condemned to death by the Turkish cemndstial at various periods

The German Consieneral in Jerusalem, Herr Brode, the head of the were Abdul Hamid Zahrani (who escaped); Shefik Bey el Mouayid (M.
German military mission, General Kress von Kressenstein (the brains of th@ o mpar dés vi sitor ; condemned for hi
attack on the Suez Canal), and the Spanish and United States Consuls al#ssali (for correspondence with M. Ottg Abdul Gani el Arisi; Seifuddin el
were other p r o the Gdrman efficialsgyie genera¢ seceived THabib (for having signed a secret proclamation of Arab independence)
during the War instructions from the (Berlin) Foreign Office and from the Mahmoud el Makhmessani; Salih Bey Haidar; Refik Rizk Solloum; Abdul
Embassy and Military Mission in Constantinople to promote Zionist interestsWa hi b el Il ngl i si (Athe Englishmano
These instructions on the whole were punctually obeyed by atliatéf no Arif el Shebab (for raising revolt amongst desepes); Abdul Kerim el
matter whether as individual s they HabhimBheikhhAhnzed Tabbarak; Alicffendivel Armendze MafizsBey eh Saful i

These were the conditions from 1914 to 1916, and into 1917 till the menacé¢of Jaffa); Mahmoud el Adjern; Nayf Effendi Tello; Mehmed Muslim ben
of the British approach brought a general kicking over the traces by DjemaaRhbedin; Said Effendi el Kermi; Salim Bey Djea i r i (of t he
and others, rad the expulsionsn masséo Egypt began. Lutfi Bey (for endeavouring to promote rebellion amongst his fetficers);

But the Arabs of course were differently placed. Their adhesion to theAbdul Kader el Kharsa; Rushdy Shaman; Mehmed el Shamli; George Hadda
enemies of the Turks gave another character to their sufferings. The repressigaf the Christian Lebanon Society); Said Aki; Petro Pauli. These were executec
which they underwent was horrible in method, and upon a sdailth even and other names could be added to the list.
from a Turkish point of view was unwise. But in principle most of it was Hakki Bey el Assi, Sheikh Reshid Riza and Fans Nimr (Dr. Nimr, the owner
logical. They constituted, which the Jewish colonies did not, a present oof theMokattamnewspaper in Cairo, to which Great Britain owed much during
potential peril to the Turks. many difficult years before and after the War) and {dhe others were

Conversely, what they suffered entitled them to the sympathy and th condemned to death in their absence, according to Turkish procedure. Tt
gratitude of the Allied Powers. If it was primarily for their own independence judgment of the coumnartial said of them:
that they died on the scaffold or in exile, it was also in the cause of Britain and
of France, who by every creed of honour were called upon to requite them in
the hour of vitory, let alone to keep the undertakings made to their race.

| have just said that their repression was horrible in method. Djemaal used to
give executiorparties, inviting his friends to be present at the hanging of those
found guilty of desertion, of caivance with the Allies, and of other such acts.

A number of the victims came from Palestine. Twelve young men were hangedhree hundred Palestine notables werdled to Asia Minor and ultimate
together one day in Jerusalem. The Mufti of Gaza, Ahnwd Aref al Husseinifamine.

and his son were both hanged. They belonged to the saritg é&andoes Jemal The Emir Feisal had arrived back in Damascus in the midst of this reign o
Bey al Husseini, so often an Arab delegate to London, and now proscribed frorterror. He had come ostensibly to resume his role as a Turkish officer, in realit
Palestine amidst other leaders of the people. The Grand Mufti of Jerusalentp join relations with the secret societies and to doatd action in Syria with
now in flight in French Syria, also belongs to it. the revolt now due in the Hedjaz. But he found all the Arab troops had beel

A scion of the other great Aralarhily of Palestine, the Nashashibi, the t r ansf erred and that the country ws
Orsini to the Husseini Colonnas, also was hanged. So was Selim el Ahmed ebunselling delay till perhaps something could be arranged in the north t
Abdel Hadi, the uncle of Auni Bey Abdel Hadi, signatory of the Versailesc ombi ne wi th his fatheros plans.

Treaty and secretary of King Feisal, recently an internee of Swkafe He was to have much to endure now, though. Djemaal made a special poi
concentratiorcamp and since proscribed from-amtering Palestine. Before  of inviting him to be present at the executions. These were shockingly
Selim Abdel Hadi was arrested by the Turks, warning had reached him, buthe ont ri ved. An eye witness said of t

These persons plotted to remove the Arab territories from Ottoman
rule and to obtain their military occupation by England, Wwhiould
create then an Arab Caliphate attached to Egypt. They also took an active
part in all the transactions preparatory for rebellion. They prepared and
took part in the organization of rebellion. All are at large.
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suspended from a frame with their t ofesi ol 6éaas bétwatohed thaesal ghastly éxhibitions sap hesimaginet
kick the stool from under them and slowly strangle. Feisal had to look on and t&¥et his demeanour was unshaken. Lawrence records that but once did he bre
feign indifference. Djemaal would glance every now and then at him and makel o wn and #fAbur st out that these exe
jocular remarks ahd the spectacle. He suspected, though he could not provetrying to avoid. It took the intercession d§lConstantinople friends, chief men
that Feisal was involved with the societies to which the men belonged whda n Tur key, to save him from the pr
were dying in his presence. temper had threatened him with execution or banishment.

On one of these gruesome occasions, though | do not think Feisal was As far as the Turk commander was concerned Feisal from now on became
present at this, twelve aims suffered together. The most notable of them was hostage. But Feal must have played his game with extraordinary skill. He
a young lawyaed he had been called to the Bar in Par&é kinsman of the retained somehow these Constantinople friendships which saved him, an
Abdel Hadi family, named Mahmoud el Makhmessani. The scaffold had beerDjemaal himself was not quite sure of his real attitude. He cannot have had ar
raised in a square of Beyrout, which the Young Turk regiiitie wonic chance il lusions of Fei s abutdhethobfightithatipdrhags it suted
had renamed ALiberty Square. 0 Out s iHddaz policyrfar thegmoment tosmaihtain thee Mwkislacommectiore as & mattar @
watching. At the last moment the hangman turned to Mekhmessani an@éxpediency. And for the moment too, and for the same reasons, it suite
demanded whether he had any final wishes to express. He asked to be allow&drkish policy to keep the Hedjaz connection. It was on this stesulgport
to speak to thegpo p | e, and cried out to themnm htahtatFehesawads guwifletty. rielstamh. gui | ty,
he said, Aiif there is any guilt i n |Butvhe neger fhlteredethraugh alltmadsprings Hewconsinlued mogkeep @ontax:
free. | have desired to free it, and far from repenting anything which | havewith the remnant of the Arab underground organizations, though indeed by no
done to win freedom, | am prout be the first victim for its cause. It is the brain of the societies was rather in the Hedjaz than ia.Several leaders
intolerable for us Arabs, sprung of one of the most splendid civilizations whichhad escaped thither, and in Mecca or from Jeddah they conferred with th
the world has known, to think of the humiliated condition to which we have Shereef. Feisal also continued his treasonable correspondence with his fath
been brought by the barbarous hordes of Anatolia. We had enough ofthe t hr ough #fAol d retainers of the f ami

base yoke of the Turk. o down the Hedjaz railway, carrying letters in swehilts, sewn between the
The hangman struck the young Arab in the mouth with such force thathes ol es of sandals, or in invisible w

bl ed, but he continued shouting, i Wehelhavewe HMawe Hws $ &i ny ohua | dd lya vteerlye.gr

assassinate us in vain. The cause we serve will outlive us, andraletieds persecution of the Arabs. You must proclameneral amnesty in Syria and in

coming. Down with the Turks! Long live the Arabs! Long live France, the Mesopot ami a. 0 He dared telegraph i1
Arabsé friend!d He went on shout i nipd farmadl anether milifagyl unitn & cadmelrpk, Ito suppoe (supposedly) thé c
overturned the stool and t hrown hi nfsrkigh frmywhentEgyptiwas néxitd He invaded. dis telegram thatrdbe & i
neck. One by onehé remaining eleven met their fate, either calmly or crying being advice from a genuine ally. But the caomips got no further than
out and invoking the independence of their race and the names of the Powekdedina. It was intended by him really to be the nucleus of the force he woulc
coming to its aid, as Mekhmessani had done. launch against the Turks. In any event, Hussein had always been contemptuc
What would these men have thought, immolating themselves for theirof the new rulers of ur k ey . He had told Enver
country,and for the kindred cause of the Allies whom they saluted at the last,ii gnor ant yout h. 0
they had known how in the end their allies were to treat them. It is not a topic Feisal from Damascus counselled further patience, and from Egypt simila
upon which to dwell. advice came. Arms and munitions were being sent to Hussein by Sir Reginal
Amongst those who died in Feisal 0Wingpte, ¢he Govaerror of theeSowednt iawas & soraewltae dlow buliresse
one whodid not know of his connection with the insurrectionary movementtoand #ASir Henry McMahon was urging t
which they belonged. But none of them ever betrayed him. At least athirdof t was possi bl e t o e quOffigial Histary) mor e f
the Syrian population, it is computed, was affiliated to the secret societies,and Hus sei n6és mi nd was made up, theug!
yet there was not a man fodi amongst them to buy either his own life or pretext of completing the final arrangements for the dispatch of the -canpesl
liberty or the life or liberty of father, son or brother by a denunciation of the and of inspecting it before it took the field. Feisal asked leave of Djemaal for
Emir. Not one man: though scores were hanged barbarously and many he pur pose. But the AButcher o was
thousands died of famine andtileatment. must have Ben a | eer on his Dbroad face
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accompany you myself, and the generalissimo Enver will be with us, and he Djemaal reluctantly let Feisal go. More plot and couptet: he counted on
wi || i nspect your corps.o Feisal 6s restraining the tribes for
Whatever doubts Feisal may have had up till then, he knew now that the time which Djemaal for his part would take care should never arriah. at
moment for the revolhad come. It was not that the opportunity was so Feisal set forth therefore homeward, but on a pretext all his suite were ke
favourable, but that after Enver and Djemaal had seen things with their owitbehind by Djemaal in Damascus. They were to be hostages.
eyes in the Hedjaz it was certain that they would take such measures thatno Fei s al reached Mecca on the 1st (
opportunity of any kind would ever occur there. horse and rode out east from Damascusintbe deser t to a
The two pashas and Feisal, then, went into the Hedjaz together, and th&heirs was a prarranged and timed flight. That 5th of June, Feisal displayed
promi sed inspection took place. Onéda hef Atrlad rmd satg, viawnidd omas sndg es nian i b aw
greatSeven Pillars of Wisdonescribes what ensued. co-operation of Islam in the wordlans of the Kaiser passed irttee realm of
Ailn the end matters passedeviewfwas wealrleamshoughys$ hleawrremoge .of t he
terrible. o Enver, Dj emaal and Fei sal In€Egymg ¢hosk who wera dealihgewith thiet Anabs were takep By swriprise
turning in the dusty plain outside the city gate, rushing up and down in mimicHalf because of the counsels of patience sent from there and half because of 1
cametbattle, or spurring their horses in the javelin game in the immemoriald el ays whi ch Feisal ds str angnehadsnott u
Arab fash o n . 6And are al/l t hese vol unt éeeen ®resken.rThetAtale ButdaulinyCaily savais 2léctrified by @ duddémmessa
| ast, turning to Feisal. 6Yes, 06 s a ifram afsledp pairélliing inbtWiRed Sean Bhe waoshiff pasgdd ton the onesdage
enemies of the faithful ?86 06Yes, 6 stalied Sheeirseaelf 6asg awiwn; famadn t hanh @ his Al
came up to be presentedidaShereef Ali ibn Hussein, of Modhig, drew him representative to be sent at once to meet his son the Emir Abdullah. The
asi de, whi spering, 60My 1l ord, shal lr eved ekzivid u st hheem graovve? aandiaFdiesalrt saf
They are our guests. 60 Sheikh Memijeh Bay. Commander Hogarth, who recounts this, was one o
Rarely has even the East seen such refinement of plot and of counterplot #lsose who hastened thither in a cruiser. Instefadbdullah they found his
we read here. Every word on thigsl of Enver or of Feisal had both its open and young brother Zeid, who told them that Abdullah could not be present becaus
its secret meani ng, and as they s pbehad gere out alreafly td rhise the tuiles, wHora hieehdd bedn fpreparind
uncertainties of mind. mont hs. He was responsible for ihnghe
AiThe Sheikhs protested further; foff theyt bebéeseyveédbebaussoot hehi clouH
off the war in two blows. Thewer e det er mi ned t o f orTheShéreeli hadindgised A éine piece af salire, fard had played it with dr
had to go among them, just out of earshot but in full view, and plead for thegusto upon Djemaal. Ali, the eldest of his Sons, and Feisal himself already wel
lives of the Turkish dictators who had murdered his best friends on the scaffoldconverging on Media. The rebellion had begun three days before. The Sheree
In the end he had to make excuses, take his fmati quickly to Medina, came out on to the balcony of his residence with a rifle in his hand and fired th
picket the banquetingall with his own slaves, and escort Enver and Djemaal inaugural shot himself.
back to Damascus to save them from death on the way. He explained this It began therefore haphazardly in some degree. But it was in the nick o
laboured courtesy by the plea that it was the Arab manner to devote everythingme. Feisal, bef® leaving for home, had seen the preparations in
to guests; but Enver and Djemaal, being deeply suspicious of what they ha@€onstantinople for the dispatch of the Turkish reinforcements. These wer
seen, imposed a strict blockade of the Hedjaz and ordered large TurkisB,500 strong, under Khairi Bey, and were stiffened by the presence of Germe
reinforcements thither. o troops and specialists of various kinds. After detrejrat Medina, where the
The tenseness of this scene i s s ostaf ang Adadquyaders orgamizatiod of arhacompk awaited them | thiey weee p
have growrbrittle and have broken. But all the way to Damascus he continuedto march on Mecca and to suppress all Arab power. This Feisal learned throuc
smiling and courteous to the friends he hated, to the enemies he cherished, gaagents of the secret societies in the Turkish army.
all his mind to the protection of the rulers whose rule he gave all his mind to Amongst the Germans thenere political agents. The capture of the Hedjaz
destroy, till the city at lascame in sight. Now he in his turn seemed trapped. was but to be the preliminary for a great wampaign of propaganda and
But his father played his part wel |briberHand af backdoord pemerationeotltheBetishsterritodies whiich yatherex
have him, he wrote, to control tribes which seemed not so certain in theiabout the Persian Gulf and were the gate to India. chinef of the German
allegiance, which were restless and were assegislian ominous way. politicals was a Major von Stotzingen, an able man who has gained an unkin
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niche in history because of a letter of introduction which he bore. This was The Timesublished the news of the rising seventeen days after it began
from a member of an influential German family, Countess von Schlieffen, andand dewo t e d i t s first | eader to it . |
theshi ent passage in it ran, iHe doemo vneonte notb thraudd ec ohnies t poe ras ohneaal di,toy war nod e
those characteristics which often nodhkiesons.eAftantem daysdi s,| detdile giewisparsd. dtrthe itigenof qpars
As Captain Liddell Hart (on whose account of these events | drawcommunications with the Hedjazere difficult, and censorship was easy.

gratefully) points out, if this TureGerman force had overrun the Hedjaz and Even when the fame of Lawrence had grown and had spread the fame of
penetrated south the reinforcements it brought might have meant quite easikrab revolt far and wide, officialdom kept its details strangely secret. The Watr
the fall of Aden, where the garrison was small. Our local forces there had beewas more than a year over before the dispatches concerninglettiaz
driven into Aden proper out of the hinterland and were besibget Turkish operations were issued. Lawrenceods
division. An Indian contingent raised the siege next month, but we remained oatmosphere of derrindo to the Arab war, which has obscured what may be
the defensive at Aden thenceforth. If the place had been taken before thealled the legal facts of it, especially the humdrum debit and credit betweel
Indians arrived we should have had an expedition for its reconquest to adBritain and the Arabs.

another to allour anxieties of the time. Meanwhile from Arabia von That is why | have detailed at some length how the revolt began, and late

Stotzingenbs propaganda, movi ng | i Iskall datail havritrenyded. Iwrust bedemphasizesl that &ramf1D16 o KL@18 thi
Egypt. The interception of this damaydtrwas netaalyal a Ipiecd dfenild musica a sort of imilitarg Rideoof thet
the services to Britain achieved by the Arab el t . 0 Val kyri es, Iageaoftie WaroGnfthé contdarg, it was a definitely

The 5th of June in 1916 is a date therefore to be remembered as one @ontracted part of the operations, developed in a-cl#gaway, and crowned
which a great blow was struck for the cause of Great Britain and her allies. Theiith success in every fashion, except in proper full payment for it by those whc
Arabs, too, struck it themselves and began on that day to carry out their part ¢fad contracted for it. Where payment was edbby the dominant partners was
the engagementmto which they and Britain had entered. They began in a in Syria. In 1936, by the Fran&yrian treaty of the 9th September, the French
generous, daring way; they began indeed rashly, if equipment for war alonat last acknowledged their debt and when the treaty is ratified will have settle
were concerned. Feisal and his brothers had about 50,000 men at thewith their Arab creditors in their section of that country. e settled too in
disposition, but between every five warriors theres Wwat one rifle and an old  Irak, but we continue to default in Palestine.
rifle at that. They had no artillery, no machigens. While Feisal was slipping from Damascus to dare all in the field, we had

The Turks had fewer men than the Arabs in the Hedjaz, 15,000, but theynade, so to speak, first preparations for that default in England. The
were disciplined and pretty weflbund. They were supported by artillery, both negotiations between Sir Mark Sykes and McoP had ended, and the
field-guns and howitzersind by a proportionate supply of machguns. arrangement which they drew up was ratified by their respective Governments

Fortunately the Turks were divided into several garrisons, and the surprisen May 1916. Having the value of an international agreement, it has generall
attack of the Shereefds sons took tHlkem ofef meBied dite gy &lteys . Tchey wer e dr i
Mecca city within a week. Our warships and our namhen came swiftly to It was a neat plan with great stretclofsAsia docketed with letters of the
the help of the Arabs and by bombardment from the sea and bombing from thalphabet and tinted with several colours, and all the still unconquered Turkis
air took a large part in the fall of Jeddah on the 16th. The Turkish garrison oferritory parcelled off into five zones. France and Great Britain had each a zon
1,400 men surrendered. Rabegh, and Yenbo, which is the port of Medina, wer& administration and also a zone of influence, andetheas to be an
taken within the month. Sir Reginald Wingate shipped two moubaiieries international zone, corresponding roughly to Palestine. An independent Aral
and half a dozen machigeu n's at once to the Sh e staeanfSria wag, whimsicallygty e ttamposed of the Rrifisk zone of influence
under Moslem officers manned these batteries, and they brought three thousaadd the French zone of influence. That is to say, that over a triangular section
rifles of one kind or anottr and much ammunition with them. territory lying between the zones where Britain and France were to administe

In England, though the rising was acclaimed in the Press, no intimation waslirectly, there was to be established a native state under an Arab ruler wit
given that it was the result of an alliance. It was recorded that naval units haBamascus as its chief city. But the northern part of it was to be under Frenc
fired on the Turkish garrisons at Jeddah and other coastakpladethis much influence. Only the Fench were to supply advisers or foreign officials, and they
could be credited to normal hostilities with Turkey. The fsb facilities we were to have a priority right upon enterprises and loans. The south was to |
gave to the Holy Cities of Islam were noted as a token of friendship merely.  under British influence and the character of influence was to be similar.
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It is difficult to imagine anything more unor kabl e t han t hi slowavarsthebe vasSahother esgving pointtie SykesPicot Treaty which
of which the fantastic design might have come to its authors at the end of aeemed to show that despite the talk of continued negotiation, someone wt
dinner, from some dish of Neapolitan {ceeam, wherein vanilla and had had a hand in the Treaty recognized the true situation between Mecca a
strawberry zonesf-influence were established over independent sweetmeat. Great Britain. The point is one which has received no attention, but deserv
Quite in this order of ideas the fifth zone was coloured chocolate. This wagyood deal. The treaty contained the provision for consulting the representative
the international zone of Pal est i n eofthehGeandeShdiesfavhen the mobeeof eeestingaab intérrsatoeatladmaimstraitic
administration whose form shall be decided after consultation with Russia, anth Palestine should be determined finally.
subsequently in acoorwith the other Allies and the representatives of the It may be that this provision found its way intiee treaty to satisfy the
Shereef of Mecca. o0 The two admi ni s tknoan goodsvill af SinMak Sylies toward€thd Arabsi. lawas notthis fault thét
Anatolia and coastal north Syria to France, while Great Britain was doweredhe treaty curtailed their independence.
with Mesopotamia and the ports of Haifa andeAier Syria. Such latitude as he had was in the direction of compromise with the Frenc
This SykesPicot Treaty, later to be modified and remodified and to form the claims only, under which he agretdinclude Mosul in one of their zones. This
basis of the abortive Treaty of Sévres, was of course altogether incompatiblis a sure indication that, if he had full cognizance of the Huiss®iMahon
with our previous pledges to the Arabs. Treaty, he had been instructed to overlook it, since in it the Mesopotamian are
The new treat made a mockery of the Syrian ArtdteS and Palestine was  was reserved for British influence and it was notsfiale to replace this by
to be withdrawn from its territories. It took away from the Shereef what hadFrench influence without obtainifgif Britain were to be faithful to her
been granted to him, and did so secretly, with no reference to him, at the vernwordd the consent of the Shereef, the other party to the transaction.
moment when his sons and his tribesmen were beginning battle to honour his Whether he knew the terms of the Andltab Treaty or was ordered to
word. On the face of it, therefore, the Syisot treaty is not a parchment overlook them, it wa an unhappyole for poor Sykes. His only reward was to
with a place of pride amongst the national charters of England. be abused later by Mr. Lloyd George, who, during the Peace Conference
At the same time, if it was inequitable in general concept, it did posses® j acul at ed t hat AiMar k Sykes was r
some saving points and was not entirgilsingenuous and false in the style of causing us all the trouble with the French. He negotiafed us with Picot, the
the subsequent Balfour Declaration. It won from the French acceptance of thEr e n ¢ h ma n , who got the better of I
principle of Arab independence. Hitherto France had jibbed at this, howeveinstructed to go a long way to satisfy the French. As far as he was concerne
gualified by French or British tutelage in its early stagesvRoance gave her  his Treaty was not much more than agamw he put together, of which the
support to the principle, and after some fredirted dealings, did contribute her British pieces had been sent to him in the-leadher dispatctoxes of
part to the success of the Arab revolt, through the aid in particular of the gallanbowning Street.
Captain Pisani and his guns. The terms of French support were cdritasre So while the clause for consulting the Shereef (or Sheikh, as the text had i
instrument signed, also in May, by Sir Edward Grey and M. Cambon, theof Mecca may have been due to him, it is more likely that it was the work or
French Ambassador in London, by which it was declared that their respectiverawn up undethe orders of someone in Whitehall who had a conscience.
Go v er n me rdisppsedu@ recegni@nd protect an independent State or a Some person, perhaps more than one person, was disturbed by the violation
Confederation of Arab 8tt es under t he suzer ai nt ythea@dvenanhwhish gudranteed the Arabs, nof dnenternatiankl, batsa nation
are mine. Four months before Wad already recognized Arab independence regime in Palestine. To make up for suchi@ation, it was little enough that
over the whole area of Arab habitation. could be done. But it was somet hin
In the SykedsPicot document itself this was ignored. That is to say, Article 2 representatives amongst those who were to draw up the conditions c
of this Treaty alluded to negotiations with the Arabs as having to be continuedjnternational rule. It was done in the hope, maybe, that when the timefaame
at a time when they were at an end. Whether this strange statement walscussions the Arab representatives might be in a position to enter a caveat
considered as justified by the Sherteatio@procgedimgsi so t hat he would | eave
claims over to be settled afttre War does not appear. But as far as Britain was  Apart from the prickings of conscience there was nothing to cause the
concerned the Arab negotiations wemel esded. ofantdhet hshereed @i thiaonre 0 h
i ndependent State or a Conf eder at ihadrbeeroniade Byrhemthe h&dtbeeh leustiie gublrdiath of theeMoslem eladyrPlac
definitely by her. in Arabia and the potentate of the Hedjaz. His situation as the spokesman of tl
Arab race, in Palestine or elsewhere, had only come to him through th
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negotiation of that pact. Whkeer therefore, in what are called Government After a gallant start, the Arab revolt suffered a first-lsmtk. Tle
circles, extended to him this situation in the prospective negotiations uponmpetuosity of the Arabs and the surprise of the first days were countered b
Palestine under the Sykescot Treaty was well acquainted with the Anglo the equipment which the Turks now brought into play. The Arabs had nc
Arab Treaty, and understood the obligations to the Arabshwive had artillery save the Egyptian guns, and these were ineffective because they we
contracted in it. outranged by the Turkish gies. Without better artillery support the Turks in
There is no clue in this intricate and hidden situation to the identity of theMedina were too tough a problem to tackle. An attempt to rush the place ha
man or men with a conscience who, efailesl,nthouigh Feisialeandc Aliahads reddew elro arSigsk uisting shellsv to
have given that clause approval when the terms were submitted. To whom accustom their men to these (to them) terrible nowelfille Turks massacred
was submitted must again be a mystery. Nominally it would have beet he Arabs in the Awal. suburb. i Hu
submitted to the #AGovernment, 0 butbutehéréedcthe hquses Brednand living and lWeéad &ike ghrownuback mtd th
strangely functioning body saw the Treaty through the Lord knows. The most | ames. 0 (Lawrence.)
likely honourablyminded individual ina position to insert the clause or to We landed sailors at Rabegh, where Aziz el Masri set alaintrtg Syrian
secure its retention was perhaps Sir Arthur Nicolson, the LBeleretary at the ~ and Mesopotamian volunteers into regular troops. By the autumn he had tw
Foreign Office, who previously had been the man to warn M. Picot of thethousand in khaki, who were drafted to the force acting under the Emir Ali.
existence of an Angtdrab pact. But that is surmise. Aeropl anes were sent to Rab etlydegund, ou
Onethingwi ch i s evident i s that the moslycobsoleti, ormanadf oHus®e@ern@ennpmét enng .hda
SykesPicot Treaty puts the Petrograd memorandum of eight weeks before int@f October, was detailed to the Arab Army. Feisal then was harrying Turkist
an unenviable posture. In this memorandum the Arabs, so to speak, were ontyo mmuni cati ons. Abdul-fahs o wiwa & fi bl
entered for purposes of erasure. The jgace between the two documents Medina.
also serves only too well to show the incoherency of the policies of the period. After the news of the revolt reached Gtantinople, the Turks had
Sir Mar k Sykes actually was i n Petprooamed ttie depbsjtion 8fi the SHerdek Hussdin, &d bad dppointed ahe A
obtain Russian agreement to the internationalization of Palespior,the very Haidar in his place. Ali Haidar had been brought by them to Medina, where
same day, the 13th of March, upon which the Russians were handed thibey were gathering an important force, which was to march on Mecca and t
memorandum from Sir Edward Grey deprecating the internationalization ofovetthrow Hussein. As its probable route must lie through Rabegh, the -Anglo
Palestine! What real part can Grey have had in these doings? Arab parry to this move was to strengthen Rabegh, which was done with nav:
Whatever deserves to be said of them, cme observe to advantage the and airforce ceoperation. But in Egypt, where military responsibilities and
fashion in which the early foundations of Zionism were laid in 1916. Amidst all policies were bewilderingly dided, the Arab war had not too many friends.
the incoherency and worse, one thing also can be isolated and be tacked downSt a f f of ficers, 0 says Lawrence, i |
the implicit acknowledgment in the SykPgot terms of our existing of Shereef Husseinds neck on a Turk
obligations to the Arabs. Before many months passed a new Government Meanwhile, far from desert warfare and from the perils of the scaffold,
reigned in London, and this lapse into integrity was corrected. But fortunatelyanothercause was making its progreBglla geant alii* . . . Zionism wedded
for the truth, it still stands to witness. itself civilly first to this country and then to that. In the United States it was
During the summer of 1916 there was a halt in the activiti@sitain of the organizing itself with marked success, which meant a great deal, since of all th
Zionist representatives. The start of the Arab revolt may have counteractedews in the worldtaeast three million were in the United States. These were
these activities for a space. But more likely they were banished from the fieldoncentrated too in the large cities where their influence had greatest play. C
by great events: the battle of Jutland; the Somme attacks; the entry into the Wéne 2nd of October most of the chief Jewish organizations issued a join
of Roumania. Lamentable events banished them too: Kitchener was drowneghanifesto in which the Philadelphia redtns had swelled to some purpose.
off the Orkneys on the 5th of June. With him, alas! departed from ruling circlesThis manifesto demanded for the Jews full rights wherever they lived in the

any realization of the Arabs as a human entity. world, as well of course as the abrogation of all extant laws or regulation:
Mr. Lloyd George succeeded him as Secretary for War, ahnite vihe

country and the campaign benefited by the new Secretarybos zeal and

driving-power, yet to his unselective ear the whispers of Zionism presently _ )

came with the force of oracles. IlAiLet ot her sufelixaAgstia, mubad ,fioy oédu, | ucky Austr

ma r rhitpt//én.wikipedia.org/wiki/French%E2%80%93Hhbsg_relationks
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